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Preface. 

IT is hoped that this history of a borough which 
a recent writer might possibly include among 
his *' dozens of decrepit little hamlets among the 
Welsh hills that called themselves Boroughs/* will 
be found to justify the exclusion of Llanidloes from 
that sweeping classification. It will, at any rate, 
be an addition to that knowledge of the past, very 
necessary for a just appreciation of the privilege 
of self-government, and should quicken interest in 
municipal progress. The municipal life of Llan- 
idloes has recently experienced the revivifying 
influence of the gift of a unique Town Hall, and it 
was the writer's intention to push forward this 
work to meet the celebrations connected with this 
gift. This might have been done had not the mass 
of materia] accumulated proved the necessity of 
extending the volume to nearly double its adver- 
tised bulk. The reader may not, therefore, regret 
the delay in publication. 

It will perhaps be found that undue haste has 
caused errors, and it is certain that omissions are 
numerous. The larger history of a town is outside 
municipal limitations; if, therefore, the reader 
misses certain facts he thought would be herein 
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Vlll. PRRFACE. 

recorded, he must recognise the necessity for 
exclusion in the fact of the augmentation already 
permitted. Much to the Author's regret, two 
chapters are omitted : the first on the Parliamen- 
tary representation of the Borough, the other on 
the Chartist agitation of '39. It is some consola- 
tion to know that an excellent monoj^raph on 1kHe 
latter is prepared for the press by a former pupil 
of the writer. • 

To another pupil of my school, Mr. E. Arthur 
Lewis, M.A., D.Sc. (Lond.), I have to acknowledge 
much indebtedness : a large portion of the interest- 
ing facts relating to the courts of the town in the 
days of Queen Elizabeth is the result of his 
untiring labour at the Pubjic Record Office, where 
the land of his birth has benefited generally from 
his zeal. My colleagues of the Council, especially 
the Mayor and Town Clerk, my . octogenarian 
neighbours and other burgesses, have shown in the 
production of the volume a kindly interest I grate- 
fully acknowledge ; and the thanks of the Author, 
which the general reader will probably join, are 
due to those thirty persons who so kindly provided 
me with portrait blocks for use herein. For the 
block on page 135 I have to thank Mr. Richard 
Williams, and for the use of photographs on pages 
171, 211, and 224 I thank the photographer, Mr. 
J. H. Williams, of the Bank, Llandrindod. Other 
acknowledgments I make elsewhere. 
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PREFACE. IX. 

A very interesting monograph could be written 
on the roll of distinguished or literary visitors to 
the town. Gerald the Welshman was in the 
vicinity, and to Dafydd ap Gwiiym we have referred. 
Leland (1540) visited *' Llanidlas, a good village" 
and *' Cair Clews, famous in name, but in dede a 
pore thrwghe faire." Dr. Pococke found in 1754 
that the shops only opened on market days, and 
veal was 2s. a quarter and butter 3^d. a pound. 
Other visitors, including Prince Lucien Bonaparte, 
Tennyson, etc., we refer to in the summary of 
Municipal Events of the last century. 

The Author, having lived a dozen years in the 
ancient borough, has learnt to respect its history 
and institutions, to admire its situation and 
scenery, and to love the simplicity and the 
patriotism of its best and oldest inhabitants. 
These feelings prompted him to the task : may it 
not be found very unworthy ! 

B. R. HORSFALL-TURNER. 
Llys Evrog, 

Llanidloes, May, 1908. 
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" Nor deem the irrevocable Past, 
As wholly wasted, wholly vain, 
If, rising on its wrecks, at last 
To something nobler we attain." 

(Longfellow.) 
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ERRATA ET ADDENDA. 

p. 29, line 27. For 617 acres read 61 1 acres. 

p. 40, lines 8, 9. For confirmed in viva^. succeeded by. 

p. 41, lines 25, 26. For by the, Inquisitiones read in the 
Inquisitions. 

p. 43. Dr. Lewis informs me that Mr. Rowley Morris has 
confused censarii with burgenses de ventOt who held 
no lands in a borough, but paid a fee to enjoy the 
privileges. Censarii were chapmen or * porthmyn ' 
from outside, who paid to the lord for the liberty 
of buying and selling in the markets and fairs. 
They appear commonly in, alKthe South. Wales 
and border boroughs. 

p. 47, Dr. Lewis does not consider that the lost Toll 
Books were of necessity associated with the lost 
Charter. 

p. 50. From what is probably the earliest list of burgesses; 
extant we find in 1292 William the '* Praepositus '* 
our earliest known Mayor. 

p. 68, line 26. For 1640-1641 rmrf 1643-1648. - 

p. 94. The assumption that Richard Jervis lived at Peny- 
rallt is incorrect. His son. Dr. Jervis, lived at 
Brynllys. 
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CHAPTER I. 
ORIGIN OF THE MUNlCIPALiTY. 

Another race succeeds and counts the hour. 
Careless alike ; the hour still seems to smile, 
As hope, and youth, and life, were in our power.; 
So smiling and so perishing the while." 

LANIDLOES 
is the first 
town on >the 
Severn. It is 
ten miles from 
the souffoe of 
the river ^md 
is geografj^Mc- 
ally centrcUly 
situated ^in 
W a-1 c s be • 
t w e e n the 
north and south and east and west. The CSftm* 
brian Railway has a large station here. H is 
reached from England by the London and floi^h 
Western Railway towards Aberystwyth, the pas- 
senger changing at Moat Lane Junction — seven 
miles from Llanidloes— for the South Wales 'Hhe. 
The Welshman needs no direction to a town *80 
historically interesting. The main road passes 
through the town from Shrewsbury to Aberystwyth 
or the Wye Valley, and was the old coaching route 
as it is to-day a favourite motor route. 

It is not easy to fix a period when the Ifttle 
plain between the Gorn and Penrhiw whereon ^e 
2 
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18 MUNICIPAL HISTORY 

town Stands first became habitable by the drainage 
of the unhealthy marsh which must have lain in 
the very spot where the ancient borough now 
stands. Even could we do so, it would need a 
great effort to people the incipient borough with 
its first inhabitants, those short, dark people who 
roamed about the hillocks of Penygraig, Penrhiw, 
and Penyrallt, hunted in the dense forests of the 
Hafren and Clywedog vales, and fished in the 
river pools. Yet while the deeds of Taliesin and 
his contemporaries are hidden in an obscurity of 
myth and legend almost impenetrable, the life of 
these earlier peoples shines out more clearly in 
archaeology. There are evidences of a pre-Celtic 
people here, and I am assured that many of the 
names they gave to the natural features of our 
country still cling to them to-day, even as the 
Americans and Canadians cling to the names of 
the natural features of the country they possess 
from the Indiail. Our river Marteg to-day retains 
the name they gave it. Were I sufficiently 
acquainted with Welsh philology, I would venture 
to assign a history to the names of other rivers 
near, like the Bidno, the Biga, the Brochan, the 
Hore, the Ceryst, the Tylwch, and the Hafren, to 
the " hill of the Corn," etc. Cwm Gwyddel near 
the Corporation water- works at Glyn -brochan, 
retains a very suggestive name, connecting our 
history with the Goidels, who have left their 
names in France — formerly called Gaul — in 
Donegal and Galway in Ireland, and in Argyle, 
Loch Goil, Galloway, &c., in Scotland. 

Such names as these are lost within the 
actual boundari^$ of our borough, and we must 
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OP LLANIDL0B8. 19 

Step over the intervening period to a time fourteen 
hundred years ago when, in the days of King 
Arthur of the Round Table, whose praises have 
been sung by nearly every British poet of note from 
Merlin down to Tennyson, there lived the red 
knight Llawfrodedd. This ancient worthy held 
the proud office of Guardian of the cattle of Nudd 
Hael, in whose herds there were 21,000 milch 
cows, and was the envied owner of one of the 
principal cows of the Isle of Britain. His knife 
was one of the thirteen curiosities of Britain : it 
would serve twenty-four men at once. He had a 
grandson who was a perfect pattern of a prince, 
our patron saint Idloes, 

*' A man of meekness, amiable in his life.** 
** Gwr guar hygar y einyoes.** 

Lest misapprehension should arise concerning the 
title of Saint, it is perhaps necessary to caution 
the cursive reader that this title was not an award 
for personal holiness, though the character of 
Idloes might have warranted such recognition, but 
merely meant in the old Celtic Church a member, 
or at any rate a leader of a religious brotherhood. 
Welsh saints were of princely families, and settled 
down as leaders of communities in the arts of 
peace as opposed to the practice of war. They 
exercised, in fact, something of the powers and 
duties of rulers of peaceful districts. 

Idloes chose a very fitting spot on which to fix 
his dominion, for in those days the knoll on which 
stands the church which bears his name must have 
been a pleasant woodland where now stands the 
modern town. From this spot grew the town 
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20 MUNICIPAL HISTORY 

eastwards from the river, until the main street ran 
from the Short Bridge and Highgate past the 
Church to Cripplegate,' thence across the river in 
Severn Port to Prankwell and Eastgate and 
Westgate. Later, the town grew further in this 
direction, so that the ancient thoroughfare of 
Penygraig became a by-street, and the newer and 
wider streets crossing at the Old Market Hall 
•became, in after centuries, the residential and 
then the business quarter. 

As the town extended, it is clear that the 
nationality, too, became more mixed. It would be 
difficult to say if Idloes was of pure or mixed 
Iberian, Gallic or Brythonic blood, but the names 
Highgate, Cripplegate, &c., introduce us to other 
languages than Celtic, and require the presence of 
Saxon settlers, as also such family names as Braose 
or Breese, and Jerman, require the assumption of 
Norman and Flemish immigrants. Let, therefore, 
no man of Idloes* town be too certain of his pure 
British blood. 

The borough, as an organisation of family 
dwellings (tyddyns), combined for mutual protec- 
tion and support, glances far away back for over a 
thousand years. The word denotes a collection 
of houses, originally earthworks, and is connected 
in meaning with bower, burrow, bury, &c. The 
Germans and French use tbe word in the same 
sense. The earliest mention of ** borough " for 
Llanidloes is, however, so far as we know, in 1375, 
when it is used in the Post Mortem Inventory of 
the royal possessions under the Stewardship of the 
third Sir John de Cherleton, Lord of Powys. 
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OP LLANIDLOES. 21 

The burgesses had formerly a freehold right 
on common land within or near the town, especially 
on the Upper Green and the Lower Green : it was 
said that these rights were defined in the charter 
of incorporation. The Municipal Commissioners 
refer to this as a general belief. We find a refer- 
ence to commons on Allt Goch in a marriage con- 
tract of the son of John David ap Owen (Mayor 
1*594), where are mentioned six acres lying near 
the Long Bridge " above the highway which 
leadeth from Llanidloes to Trevegloes in the 
occupation of one Nicholas Shuttleworth "" and 
" adjoyneinge to Comons there called yr allt goz,'' 

An Inclosure Act was passed in the stormy 
times of 1816 ; it was an **Act for inclosing lands 
in the manor of Arustley in the County of Mont- 
gomery." This deals, however, entirely with the 
parish of Llanidloes, and carefully evades all men- 
tion of the borough. The Act provides for the 
enclosure of 5,000 acres of land. 

The right of the burgesses to certain com- 
mons and wastes still lives deeply engraved on 
the recollections of our older townsmen. The 
Encroachment Committee of the Council was 
the outcome of the unrest of the inhabitants who 
remembered the iniquitous system of enclosures. 
The minute-books of the Council bristle with 
evidences of watchfulness in later days, though 
that watchfulness may not have in all cases 
produced sufficient action. In 1863 the Encroach- 
ment Committee were ordered to investigate the 

* Shuttleworth is in Lancashire. 
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22 MUNICIPAL HISTORY 

rifi(hts of the public to any waste or other lands 
in the borough and get the same protected in all 
ways possible by having the same marked out, 
mapped, or otherwise identified. 

Our older neighbours remember well the 
general use made of the Upper and Lower 
Greens, and can still tell many a story they 
heard in days gone by from the old legend-tellers 
who gathered on Sundays under the great horse- 
chestnut tree on the Upper Green. 

Among the ancient British, common strips of 
land were marked off from a field by banks of 
turf, and held by Freemen for life or some shorter 
time by periodical allotments. Before the En- 
closure Acts such common fields existed almost 
everywhere, but very few places were able to 
escape the mania of general encroachment of the 
wealthy landowners. 

Waste land, too, was in early days the king's 
waste. It was his really as administrator rather 
than as owner, though he might have profits out 
of it, and also fees when he granted it away in 
conservancy : — 

** Three things ought not to be done without per- 
mission of the lord and his court ; building on a waste, 
ploughing a waste, and clearing land of wood on a 
waste, and there shall be an action of theft against 
such as do so ; because every wild and waste belongs 
to the country and kindred in common ; and no one 
has a right to exclusive possession of much or little of 
landof that kind." 

pvcry habitation was to have a bye-road to the 
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OP LLANIDLOES. 28^ 

common waste of the trev. But the king coutd 
allot unto whomsoever should do service for it on 
exclusive possession. 

The king or territorial prince built a house in 
the district, and this was called the Manor House 
(or in North Wales, maenol). The manor was 
either a royal residence protected by a stone 
(maen) fence, a district including the castle and 
the maerdref lands (those lands reserved especially 
for the overlord), a cwmwd as one of several 
lordships of a principality (as the English manor), 
or a tref of freemen with villein trefs attached to 
it. When by consolidation of territories the King 
had many of these manors, and found it inconveni- 
ent to travel about from one to another, there to 
get in his dues and consume them, the dues and 
services were commuted into rents, and in other 
cases the mansions, jurisdiction, &c., were leased 
or granted away. Thus manors got into private 
hands. In an Inquisition Post Mortem (inventory 
after death) of the possessions of the King held of 
him by Sir John Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester, 
beheaded, which inquest was taken at Shrews- 
bury on the 22nd day of August in the 11th year 
of King Edward IV (1470), are mentioned the 
manors and domains of " Meghenlleig, Kairsose, 
Llanydloes, Kavelyoke, Arustle, Molonyok, Llan- 
brynmayr, and Llanvayre." From this it is evi- 
dent that Llanidloes manor was separate from 
that of Arwystli, in which district it was situated. 
From the following table, compiled from docu- 
ments at the Public Record Office in London, we 
are able to understand the value of the manor of 
Llanidloes to the possessors : — 
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MUNICIPAL HISTORY 

No values given. Sir John was beheaded, 
and the Crown seized his estates. 
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OF LLANIDLOES. 25 

About the middle of this period oats were 16d. per 
quarter, oatmeal 2s. per quarter, the price of fowls 
a penny each. This will give to us an idea of the 
value of the amounts mentioned in the Inquisitions 
given above. The value of the castle, gardens and 
park of Powis Castle was in 1293 only £2 4s. 4d. 

In this part of the country the manors were 
the ancient cymwds, and retained the old names 
and the old bounds of these. The arrange- 
ments of early divisions, customs, &c., were less 
disturbed in these places than in other parts of 
Wales. It was the custom for all men of the 
Hundred (i.e., a collection of townships), of every 
degree, to meet to deal with matters of the peace 
and offences of various kinds. Suitors presented 
the facts as they found them. There was local 
jurisdiction over crimes and matters of peace and 
public welfare, and various other matters were 
given to this meeting by ordinance or statute, 
such as the view of Frankpledge, the proof of 
settlement in the township. 

' Twice a year the residents were to attend : 
the maers and constables were elected, and 
" presentments " were made ; but there was no 
jurisdiction with regard to common or civil pleas ; 
they could only .enquire into criminal cases and 
then send them on to be tried by the King's 
Justices. The steward of the manor was the 
judge of the Court Leet : he had the power to 
imprison an accused on such finding until he could 
be arraigned and tried by the King's Court specially 
appointed for that purpose. •* Cwrt Hid '* is a name 
expressive of the duties and privileges of the Court 
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(the Court of wrath or anger). In the Court Baron, 
which may originally mean ** Cwrt barn " (the 
Court of judgment), civil cases were tried and the 
freeholders were judges : the steward was an 
officer of theirs who registered decisions and 
issued precepts. 

One of the greatest historians of our time 
(Bishop Stubbs) has told us that the grant of a 
Mayor " must be regarded as conferring the 
crowning privilege on the community, constituting 
it a perfect municipality.' He tells us that we 
must look to France for the origin of the name : 
in a very early time an officer attached to the 
French court possessed this title. The name 
was not used in Wales, he says, prior to the 
foundation of the castle-defended boroughs of 
Edward I, and it was then only adopted as the 
official title of the chief officer by degrees in 
charters and documents in place of the older title 
of Bailiff. The possession of a Mayor is not, 
usually, therefore, the earliest step in municipal 
government, though from a very early date we 
find the name maer used to mean the head man of 
a township who repesented an over-lord, and who, 
like a steward, collected rents, court fees, tolls of 
fairs, markets, mills, &c., for the lord. The 
greater probability is that the Celtic maer was 
derived, like four hundred other Welsh words, 
from the Latin maior direct, and the Normans 
preferred the use of a word known in their own 
country to the Saxon reeve. Had it been intro- 
duced by law as a Norman word it would have 
assumed at once rather than by degrees its position 
in official documents. Since in such documents 
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reeve and portreeve on this supposition supplanted 
maer, and the Normans resuscitated an old British 
word, it lends colour to the theory of the practical 
continuity of British institutions. 

The town of early days must have been of 
very inconsiderable size, and so it remained, as far 
as its boundaries were concerned, up to very recent 
times. The former boundary of the borough was 
described nearly a hundred years ago as comprising 
"the town and 
a few fields on 
the south side." 
It consisted of 
the land be- 
tween the Sev- 
ern, the *Nant,* 
and the Cwm- 
du brook as far 
to the east as 
certain fences 
beyond the 
present railway 
line. The par- 
1 iam e ntary 
borough was 
different, and 
added, in 1835, 
14 houses to 
the franchise 
qualification, in 
within the 




addition 
boundaries. 



to the 111 qualified 



There appears to have been no occasion in 
the history of Llanidloes, as in the case of the 
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sister borough of Pool, in 1406, when Sir Edward 
de Cherelton, Lord of Powys, because of the faith- 
fulness to the king in the time of Owen Glyndwr, 
among other gifts enlarged the boundaries of their 
borough. The extension of Llanidloes did not take 
place until after 1833, when, following the exten- 
sion of the franchise on the passing of the Reform 
Act, a Commission of ten members was appointed 
to enquire into the condition of the Corporations 
of England and Wales. The former popular con- 
stitution of the boroughs had in general in lapse of 
time decayed in most places. The rights of citizen- 
ship had in most towns become restricted to a 
certain section of the inhabitants technically 
known as "Freemen," who were in some cases 
even themselves dependent on the poor rates for 
their livelihood. Sometimes the government of 
the town had fallen into the hands of a Council 
which filled up its own vacancies by a corrupt 
method of co-option. The Tudors and the Stuarts 
had manipulated the boroughs* rights in order to 
secure political ends. Llanidloes stands out with 
great credit in the investigations which then 
ensued. The Commissioners may be allowed to 
speak in the words of their own report: — 

"The great science of municipal government, so 
little known and so well worthy to be known, may 
gain new lights from the patient enquiry of thoughtful 
and observant minds in the meanest and least promis- 
ing communities. The wise and wholesome practice 
of adding yearly not less than a certain prescribed 
number to the body of burgesses cannot be too much 
admired. Had the practice of this poor, remote town been 
general, and had the annual addition been adjusted 
with reasonable accuracy to the average of vacancies 
made by deaths without issue male, by removals, and 
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by other ordinary causes, a miserable depopulation of 
the body of burgesses would not have wasted, like a pesti- 
lence, so mcuiy ancient boroughs,'''' 

It was suggested to the Municipal Corpora- 
tions Commissioners that local jurisdiction should 
comprise the whole of the ^Parliamentary borough 
or an equivalent district. The Boundary Com- 
mission proposed to alter the boundary so as to 
add 14 to the 111 houses within the ancient 
borough worth £10 a year and upwards. By the 
provisions of the Municipal Reform Act of 1835, 
the limits of the borough were extended to the 
bounds of the Parliamentary borough. The new 
boundary of the Borough thus encloses a much 
more extensive area : it runs along the side of the 
Gorn to include Ysgubor Capel, in a nearly straight 
Ime through the coppice to Berthlwyd (which is 
left outside), then crosses the river, follows the 
brook past Brynllys, crosses the hill by the 
Dyfnant brook to the Clywedog : the Clywedog is 
the boundary to the Cwmeryr dingle, which is 
followed over Penybank to Penygreen (just 
outside) : thence almost straight to Maenol stream 
along which it runs, and then crossing by an 
irregular line just leaves out Vaynor Park, follows 
Cwm-du upward back to the line crossing the 
breast of the Gorn. This includes some 617 acres 
of land. Officially, the Borough boundary is 
described thus : — 

*•* From the point on the South-east of the Town 
at which Cwm Jonathan Rill crosses the Rhaiadr road 
Southward, along Cwm Jonathan Rill, to the point at 
which the same is met by the Hedge on the Right 
Hand which is nearest to the point at which Cwm 
Jonathan Rill crosses the Cart lane from Ty-coch to 
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Llanidloes ; thence along the said hedge to the Point 
at which the same meets the Ty-coch Stream ; thence 
along the Ty-coch Stream to the Point at which the 
same crosses the Llangurig road ; thence Northward 
along the Llangurig road to the Point at which the 
same is cut by the nearest Hedge on the Left Hand ; 
thence along the last mentioned Hedge to the Point at 
which the same reaches a Water-cut Bank ; thence 
Southward along the said Water-cut Bank to the 
Point at which the same reaches a Hedge running in 
the direction of the Turnpike on the Plinlimmon road; 
thence along the last mentioned Hedge to the Point at 
which the same reaches the river Severn ; thence 
along the river Severn to the Point at which the same 
is cut by a linp drawn thereto in continuation of the 
direction of the Hedge on the Northern End of Pen-y- 
Green ; thence along the last mentioned Line, and 
along the Hedge in continuation whereof it is drawn, 
to the Point at which such Hedge reaches the Hedge 
of Mr. Price's Wood ; thence in a straight line to the 
Point at which the Stream called Cevn Cwmere Dingle 
meets the Pen-y-bank road ; thence along the Cevn 
Cwmere Dingle to the Point at which the same joins 
the Clywedog river ; thence Westward along the 
Boundary of the Township of Cilmachallt to the 
Point at which the same meets a small Watercourse 
that runs along the Western edge of Berth Lloyd Cop- 
pice ; thence along the said Watercourse to the Point 
at which the same reaches the Lane from Llanidloes 
to Gorn ; thence Westward along the Lane from Llan- 
idloes to Gorn to the Point at which the same reaches 
the Hedge which runs along the Eastern side of the 
Chapel House; thence along the last mentioned Hedge 
to the Point at which the same reaches Lletty-coch- 
y-nant Brook ; thence Westward along Lletty-coch-y- 
; nant Brook to the Point at which the same is met on the 
Left Hand by a small Stream ; thence along the last 
mentioned Stream to the Spring from which the same 
proceeds ; thence in a straight line to the nearest Point 
in the Road from Llanidloes to the Barn Leasow; 
thence Westward along the Road from Llanidloes to 
the Barn Leasow to the Point at which the same meets 
the Boundary of the Borough of Llanidloes ; thence 
Southward along the [ ? Boundary of the] Borough of 
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Llanidloes to the Point at which the same meets Cwm 
Jonathan Rill ; thence along Cwm Jonathan Rill to the 
Point first described." 

The borough bounds were formerly beaten 
at intervals : we find in the Council minute-books 
that in 1839 David Owen, Edward Lewis of 
Frankwell (the town clerk), and William Jerman 
(auditor) received the sum of sixteen shillings 
for perambulating the boundary of the borough. 
Nine years later John Pryce was paid six shillings 
and sixpence for surveying the boundaries of the 
borough. In the summer of 1855, the Mayor, 
Councillor Richard Holmes, Councillor James 
Lloyd (with others) were appointed to walk the 
boundary of this borough and take the names of 
the enclosures and procure to be made a map of 
the same if they can obtain it on satisfactory 
terms. On the 17th August, 1871, again, it was 
proposed by Councillor Edward Da vies (Mayor), 
seconded by Councillor R. Mills (Ex- Mayor), that 
Messrs. E. Davies, T. Davies, W. Swancott, 
W. A. Davies, E. Evans, &c., &c., walk the bound- 
aries of this borough on Monday next, starting at 
10 o'clock from Berthlwyd. 

There are, however, still many patches of 
waste land belonging to the borough. The fair 
ground and the stretch of land opposite are marked 
upon the Parish Award as part of the river bed 
which was, less than a hundred years ago, of a 
width from the Kennel Fields to Smithfield Street. 
By continued silting up and deposit it had in 1863 
become extensive enough to form a suitable storage 
place for timber^ &c. But we shall have more to 
say on these matters when we speak of the work 
of the Improvement Committee, 
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CHAPTER II. 
PATENTS AND CHARTERS. 

** Content am I, my birch ! Thy charms allure 
While towering high amid the crossways hard, 
A borough and its freemen's mart to assure 
In Idloes Town, safe refuge of the bard." 

—From the Welsh of Dafydd ap Gwilym (1340— 1400). 

jyiUCH industry has been bestowed 
in recent times upon the history 
of the borough of Llanidloes. 
The Municipal Commissioners reported 
in 1832 that no person present at the 
enquiry ever saw the Charter of the 
Borough of Llanidloes; it had been 
much sought for in London and else- 
where, but to no purpose : nor could 
a copy be discovered. William Owen, K.C., an 
alderman, and a relative of our late County Mem- 
ber of Parliament, informed the Commission that 
searches had been made, and at considerable 
expense, but nothing had been found. It was 
surmised that the charter might be in the posses- 
sion of Lord Mostyn, who purchased and held the 
lands which it was conjectured the charter gave 
to the burgesses. This surmise was perhaps 
accounted for by Alderman Thomas Edward 
Marsh, who told them that 50 years before, when 
^ solicitor's clerk, he had had given a mutilated 
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piece of parchment to transcribe and it contained 
the words " the precincts of the borough." The 
manuscript referred to was in the possession of 
Mr. Howell, the agent of Sir Edward Lloyd of 
Berthlwyd, who was the uncle of Lord Mostyn. 

Others surmised that the charter was at 
Wynnstay in the possession of Sir Watkin 
Williams Wynn, Bart., who, it was believed, had 
purchased the Manor of Arwystli from the Duke 
of Leeds. 

Careful search among the documents of Lord 
Mostyn failed to discover any such document. 
Since that period Mr. E. Rowley Morris in 1887 
made an exhaustive search at the Public Record 
Office for a Charter or Charters relating to the 
Town of Llanidloes. The search necessitated the 
examination of the indexed charters or patents up 
to the end of Edward VI Ts reign, the calendar of 
confirmation of charters, and the draft calendars 
unindexed, of the reigns of Henry VII, Henry VHI 
and Elizabeth. He was unable to find the enrol- 
ment of any Charter or Patent granted to the 
Town of Llanidloes by any Sovereign of England 
from Henry III to Charles II. 

It is more than likely that the first deRnite 
charters of incorporation were merely confirmation 
of previously existing privileges of self-govern- 
ment. This may be the meaning of the tradition 
that the Llanidloes grant was of earlier date than 
that of Hereford, the town whose charter was 
the model generally followed. 

It became fashionable in that great period 
of charter granting, the thirteenth century^ for 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



36 MUNICIPAL HISTORV 

towns to pay heavy fines to the King, Bishop, or 
Lord for certain privileges including the holding 
of markets and fairs. The Norman kings desired 
to strengthen local government as a check against 
the power of the nobility ; the Norman barons, 
greatly independent of their overlord on the 
continent, came to Britain with strong attachment 
to the idea of local independence. A great 
impetus was therefore given to the applications 
for privileges. 

It is in this era that Llanidloes arises in our 
records as a municipality receiving privileges 
through the Lord of Arwystli. These feudal 
lords ruled over their maniors in the style of kings, 
and found it greatly to their interest to obtain for 
the inhabitants, especially the more industrious of 
them, as many such privileges as possible. 

In the Charter Rolls of the 8th year of 
Edward the First there is still preserved the first 
document connected with Llanidloes Town 
wherein we find that Owen de la Pole (or Owen 
of Arwystli, as he was also called) obtained for 
his town of " Thlanydleys " a weekly market and 
two yearly fairs. 

Such charters were originally letters patent 
obtained from the sovereign for the right of 
establishment of markets and fairs with the 
privilege of levying tolls upon buyers and sellers. 
They were not infrequently granted for services 
rendered by local magnates or Norman adven- 
turers who assisted the monarch in subduing 
Wal^s. 
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Owen was the great grandson of the famous 
Owen Cyfeiliog, the bard prince of Powys, whose 
■ prowess in battles against his neighbouring 
enemies made him feared. It was the earlier 
Owen who joined in that engagement, too, which 
absolutely discomfited King Henry II, and of 
which the discomfited Norman chronicler says 
only : — ** Rex in Walliam expeditionem fecit " 
(The King made an expedition into Wales). To 
this battle is often attributed the composition of 
Owen Cyfeiliog's well known poem "The Hirlas 
Horn." When in 1188 the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury and Gerald the Cymro paid our region a 
missionary visit to preach the Crusade, Owen 
Cyfeiliog alone among the princes of Wales 
refused to come forth to meet them so, says 
Gerald, ** we excommunicated him." In one of 
Owen Cyfeiliog's poems we have pourtrayed the 
messenger of war running through the country 
calling among others the men of Llanidloes to 
arms against the invader.'*' 

The Charter of 1280 to Owen of Arwystli, 
and which we have had photographed specially 
for this volume, reads : — 

*' Rex Archiepiscopis, &c. Salutem. Sciatis nos 
concessisse et hac carta nostra confirmasse Oweno 
filio Griffini filii Wonewyni quod ipse et heredcs imper- 
petuum habeant unum niercatum apud villam suam de 
Thlanydleys infra Walliam singulis septimanis per 
diem Sabbati et duas ferias ibidem singulis annis. 
videlicet unam feriani per duos dies duranturam 
scilicet in vigilia et in die Sancte Margarete Virginis. 
et aliam feriam similiter per duas dies duranturam 

• vide Stephens' *'. Literature of Cymry," pp. 41-45. 
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scilicet in vigilia et in die Sancti Luce Evangeliste nisi 
mercatum illud et ferie ille sint ad nocumentum 
vicinorum mercatorum et vicinarum feriam. Quare 
votumus &c. sicut predictum est. Hiis testibus. Veiiera- 
bitibus patribus R.Bathon' et Wellen': W.Norwic' ct 
Th : Mencv' Episcopis. Henrico de Lacy Comite 
Lincoln' lohanne Bek Roberto Tibetot Hugone filio 
Johannis Elya de Hannill et altis. Datum per manum 
nostram apud Westmonasterium xv die Novembris 
(1280)." 

**The King to the Archbishops, &c. Greeting. 
Know ye that we have granted and by this our Charter 
confirmed to Owen, son of Griffin, son of Gwenwynwyn, 
that he and his heirs may have for ever a market in 
their town of *Thlanydleys' in Wales, on the Saturday 
in every week, and two fairs there every year, one to 
continue for two days, namely, on the Eve and the 
Day of St. Margaret the Virgin, and the other to con- 
tinue likewise for two days, on the Eve and the Day 
of St. Luke the Evangelist, unless this market and 
these fairs may be injurious to the neighbouring 
markets and fairs. Wherefore we will, &c., as is 
aforesaid. These being witnesses : The Venerable 
Fathers, R.Bishop of Bath and Wells; W.Bishop 
of Norwich; ♦Th. Bishop of St. David's; Henry de 
Lacy Earl of Lincoln ; John Bek ; Robert Tibetot ; 
Hugh son of Otto ; Robert Fitz-John ; Ely de Hannill, 
and others. Given under our hand at Westminster the 
15th day of November (1280)." 

The grant of these privileges had no doubt a 
very material effect upon the life of the people 
receiving them. Whatever faults of self-govern- 
ment they may have possessed, and in spite of 
evident incapacity in sanitation and administration, 

*This Thomas, Bishop of St. David's, was a native of Lincohishire, 
and brother of the famous Antony Bek, Bishop of Durham. He was in 
1279 appointed Lord High Treasurer and Keeper of the Great Seal. He 
was one of the Statesmen employed in drawing up the Statute of 
Rhuddlan, 1284. After becoming Bishop of St. David's, he sang his first 
Mass in his diocese at our neighbouring Abbey of Strata Florida on 
Februaiy ist, 1281. 
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and inadequacy of magistrate or police supervision, 
the times were so dangerous that each burgess 
must have understood the debt that he owed to 
his community. He must have developed not 
only a ready initiative in thought and action, but 
a worthy patriotism which developed pride in local 
government and local history and tradition. 

This charter of Owen was afteniiards con- 
firmed in another granted on April 12th, 1286, 
with the alteration of the date of the Midsummer 
Fair from July 19th and 20th to July 6th, 7th and 
8th, and the lengthening by one day of the October 
fair : — 

Chartbr for a Market and Fair at Thlanidleys. 
" Rex Archiepiscopis &c. Salutem. Sciatis nos 
coficessisse et hac carta nostra confirmasse Oweno filio 
Griffini filius Weninwen quod ipse et heredes sui imper- 
petuum habeant unum mercatum apud villain suam de 
Thlanidle^'s infra Walliam singulis septimanis per diem 
Sabbati et duas ferias ibidem singulis annis — videlicet 
unam feriam per tres dies duranturam scilicet in 
Vigilia in die et in crastino Translacionis beati Thome 
Martins et aliam feriam similiter per tres dies duran- 
turam scilicet in Vigilia in die et in crastino Festi 
Sancti Luce Evangeliste — nisi mercatum itlud et ferie 
ille sint ad nocumentum vicinorum mercatorum et 
vicinarum ferias. Quare volumus &c. quod dictus 
Owenus et heredes sui imperpetuum habeant pre- 
dicta mercatum et ferias apud villam suam predictam 
omnibus libertatibus et liberis consuetudinibus ad 
hujusmodi mercatum et ferias pertinentibus Nisi &c. 
— sicut predictum est. Hiis testibus Venerabitibus 
patribus R Bathon et Wellen : G. Wigorn : et W. 
Norwic: Episcopis Willielmo de Valencia Avunculo 
nostro Edmundo Comite Cornubii Willielmo de Bello 
Campo Comite Warri Reginaldo de Grey Roberto filio 
lohannis Ricardo de Bosco et aliis. 

"Datum per manum nostram apud Westmonas- 
terium xxvii die Aprilis (1286).*' 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP LLANIDLOES. 41 

"The King to the Archbishops, &c. Greeting. 
Know ye that we have granted and by this our charter 
confirmed to Owen ap Griffith ap Gwenwynwyn that 
he and his heirs may have for ever at his town of 
' Thlanidleys ' in Wales a market on Saturday in each 
week and two fairs there each year; viz., one fair to 
continue for three days, namely, on the vigil day and 
morrow at the Translation of St. Thomas the Martyr, 
and the other to continue likewise for three days, 
on the vigil, the day and the morrow of St. Luke the 
Evangelist, unless this market and these fairs ma^' be 
injurious to the neighbouring markets and fairs. 
Wherefore we will, &c.,.that the said Owen and his 
heirs shall have for ever the aforesaid market and 
fairs in his town aforesaid with all liabilities and free 
customs to such market and fairs belonging. 

" These being witnesses : The Venerable fathers 
R. Bishop of Bath and Wells, G. Bishop of Worcester 
and W. Bishop of Norwich, William of Valencia our 
uncle, Edmund Earl of Cornwall, William de Beau- 
champ Earl Warren, Reginald de Grey, Robert Fitz 
John, Richard de Wood and others. 

"Given under our hand at Westminster the 27th 
day of April (1288)." 

These grants to Owen can b^ traced by the 
Inquisitiones Post Mortem of his descendants and 
successors for a considerable time. Such 
Inquests were the returns taken before a jury 
after death of such persons as held or were 
supposed to hold their lands directly from the 
King. This information is usually most exhaus- 
tive, as original documents, marriage settlements, 
wills, &c., were produced for the perusal of the 
Jury and are frequently copied at length into 
their reports. It is from these Inquisitions that 
we obtain much valuable information concerning 
the fairs, rents, tolls, &c., at this time ; informa- 
tion we have referred to in our first chapter and 
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shall have to refer to again later. The following 
skeleton pedigree will easily explain the succession 
to the manor of the Town of Llanidloes : — 

Owen Cyfeiliog, d. 1197- 
Gwenwynwyn 

Griffith 

I 

Owen of Arwystli, d. 1293. William Lord of Mawddwy. 



riffith, d. 



Griffith, d. 1308. Hawys - Sir John de Cherleton, d. 1353. 



Sir John de Cherleton, d. 1360. 
Sir John de Cherleton, d. 1375. 

Sir John de Cherleton, d. 1401. Sir Edward de Cherleton, 
__J ^1 d. 1421. 

Joan. Joyce - Sir John Tiptoft, d. 1443. 

Sir John Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester, 

I executed 1470. 

Edward, died without issue 1485. 

The Inquisition Post Mortem concerning the 
lands and tenements held by Owen de la Pole was 
taken at [Welsh] Pool in 1293 and certain local 
jurors said upon oath that the aforesaid Owen held 
of the Lord King in chief on the day he died the 
Town of ** Lanlidelas " by the Service of the 
Barony of La Pole. 

Griffith son of Owen succeeded at the age of 
two years and died in 1309. In the Inquisition/ 
Post Mortem of that date occurs the following : — 

"Et sunt apud lancglys Ixvi burgenses quorum 
uniusque tenet unum burgagium et solvit per annum 
xiid et sunt in eadeni viliam''due nundtne que valent 
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per annum iiijli et toluetuni ejusdem ville valet per 
annum iiijli Item dicunt quod placita et perquisita 
curie ibidem valent per annum xxs" 

*• And there are at ' laneglys ' 66 burgesses each 
of whom holds a Burgage and pays yearly 12 pence 
and there are in the same town two fairs which are 
worth yearly £4 and the toll of the said town is worth 
yearly £4. I tern ^ they say that the Pleas and Per- 
quisites of the court there are worth yearly 20 
shillings." 

Since this class of income does not appear in 
the Inquisition Post Mortem of Owen of Arwystli, it 
would appear evident that Llanidloes received full 
municipal privileges during the lordship of GrilHth 
ap Owen, although this is traditionally ascribed to 
Sir John Cherleton, who married his sister and 
successor, Hawys. This view is supported by the 
fact that the "Censaria" and " Rents of Assize" 
are not found after the Inquisition of Owen of 
Arwystli. Mr. Morris explains the " de Censar " 
of 15d at Michaelmas and 15d at Lady Day as "a 
tax peculiar to a few English manors, and it has 
not been found in charters relating to Boroughs 
except along the Welsh border, in Devonshire and 
Cornwall, and altogether in not more than eight 
or ten instances. . . . The best definition I 
can give of it is, that it was a tax levied by the 
Lord on the inhabitants of a Borough who did not 
enjoy the full privileges of a Burgess." 

We are nevertheless informed in Lewis' 
** Topographical Dictionary," though on what 
authority it is not clear, that there was a charter 
granted in the 18th year of Edward III (J 344) by 
Sir John de Cherleton, Lord of PoAvys, and that 
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Other charters were granted up to the time of Sir 
John Tiptoft, the ill-fated Earl of Worcester and 
Lord of Powys in the 26th year of Henry VI. 
This Sir John Tiptoft played an important part in 
the Wars of the Roses as a partisan of Edward IV. 
He was on this account beheaded, and the quaint 
old historian Fuller says : ** The axe did thus at 
one blow cut oflF more learning than was left in the 
heads of all the surviving nobility." Mr. Rowley 
Morris says that if this rumour of the charters 
is correct and if at a subsequent period they had 
been confirmed by one of the British sovereigns, 
the record would have been entered in the 
Calendar of Confirmations as are those of 
Welshpool, Llanfyllin, &c. It is not, however, 
enrolled from the time of Henry III to that of 
Charles II. 

It is a curious fact and worth noting that in 
Sir John Cherleton's /w^«/5/^/o« postmortem, 1353, 
there is not anything set down as being receivable 
from Llanidloes, nor is there in that of his son 
(1360), and if subsequent inquisitions had not 
mentioned annual sums receivable from the town, 
the inference would have been irresistible that 
Sir John, the father, had not only incorporated 
the borough, but had made the people a gift of the 
Tolls, &c. Sir John de Cherelton the First was an 
important man in the affairs of the country in his 
day. In conjunction with his wife's uncle, Griffith 
de la Pole, in 1310, he was requested to allow 
400 soldiers to be raised in his lordship of Powys, 
and required to give assistance against the Scotch 
on many occasions. He was for a time Lord 
Chief Justice of Ireland. It is certain that he 
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would require the escort of the men of Llanidloes 
on his warlike expeditions. 

After the death of the Earl of Worcester, in 
1470, Arw^ystli remained for a hundred years in the 
possession of the Crown, and as there was in the 
first years of Elizabeth no receipt from the tolls 
or fairs or markets to the Crown, it is curious that 
the Lords of the Manor of Arwystli managed, when 
they obtained Crown leases, to repossess them- 
selves of the right of taking the tolls, &c., of the 
town. In 1605 James the First leased the Manor 
to Sir Roger Owen for forty years: he died, and 
his widow assigned it to Sir William Owen. In 
1609 the Crown sold Arwystli to Sir Thomas 
Middleton subject to then existing leases — the one 
to Sir Roger Owen expiring in 1645. Meantime, 
Sir William Owen demised to Edward (afterwards 
Sir Edward) Lloyd of Berthlwyd (in 1625) the 
remainder of Sir Roger Owen's term, namely, 
twenty years, reserving certain issues such as 
**mizes," "chattels of felony," and other issues. 
In 1626 Sir William demised these to Francis 
Herbert of Dolguog. In 1635 Sir Thomas Middle- 
ton sold his interest to Sir Edward Lloyd, so the 
latter had secured the whole of Arwystli except the 
issues bought by Francis Herbert, and only a brief 
period passed before Sir Edward Lloyd and Francis 
Herbert began to litigate about the " mizes," &c. 
Sir Edward Lloyd subsequently sold his interest 
to Edward Vaughan of Llwydiarth, and thence it 
passed to the administration of the Wynns of 
Wynnstay. 

From documents of the period of Charles I, 
however, in a suit between Sir Edward Lloyd, 
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knight, and John Pryce of Park, there is some 
reference to Llanidloes, from which we gather 
clearly that " Llanidloes had a charter " granting 
full privileges to the burgesses, " though not from 
any sovereign of England, and an inference may 
be drawn as to whom the person was who, getting 
possession of it, kept or destroyed it." 

In this suit the following question is asked : 
** Do you know or have you heard that any Letters 
Patent concerning the said Lordship [Arwystli] — 
conveyances, assignments, and Rent Rolls con- 
cerning the same Charters or Charter of the Town 
of Llanidloes, confirmations of the said Charters, 
accounts, leases, conveyances of leases, court 
books and records or any other Muniments 
belonging to the said Lordship or the Town of 
Llanidloes aforesaid have been usually in the 
possession and keeping of Matthew Pryce the 
defendant's father or in the possession and keep- 
ing of Lewis Gwynri, Esq., deceased, or the 
defendant, heir, executor or administrator of 
the said Matthew Pryce ? " 

It was also asked of the witnesses if they 
knew that John Pryce (the defendant, aged 31) 
took the Toll Book of the Town and converted 
the Tolls to his own use, and if the defendant had 
the same interest and right that his father had in 
his lifetime to keep all such "Writings concerning 
the said Lordship and Town of Llanidloes and did 
the said writings, records, muniments of Toll 
Book or Books (after the decease of the said 
Matthew Pi'yce or any time before) come to th^ 
hgnds of the defendant ? " 
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** Have you seen any such writings, records or 
muniments in the custody and possession of the 
said Matthew Pryce in his lifetime or in the 
custody or possession of the defendant after his 
decease ? *' 

Among those who were examined by the Court 
of Exchequer were Evan Glynn of Glynn, aged 55 ; 
Richard Ingram of Glynhafren, gent, aged 75 ; 
Nicholas Bennett, Trefeglwys, yeoman, 47. 

The answers to these questions were of an 
evasive character, but as the deponents were rela- 
tives, little else could be expected. 

In the fifth year of Charles the First's reign, 
Machynlleth and Caersws, which had been always 
mentioned in the Gaol Files up to that date in 
company with Llanidloes, were asked by the Gov- 
ernment by what authority they claimed municipal 
privileges. Llanidloes received no such writ, and 
we find that while subsequently the names of the 
Mayors of Llanidloes are regularly inserted in the 
Files, those of Machynlleth disappears, and those 
of Caersws disappear after two more years. 

Since Llanidloes appears, therefore, to have 
satisfied the claim to municipal privileges suffici- 
ently to have avoided being served with a writ of 
Quo Warranto in the fifth Charles I, and in the 
seventeenth year of Charles I the interrogatories 
in the Suit referred to imply the loss of the 
Charter or Charters and muniments, it is pretty 
clear that they must have disappeared when pre- 
sumably in possession of John Pryce of Park^ 
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We need not be very greatly in doubt as to 
the contents of the Charter of Llanidloes which 
gave full citizenship to the burgesses. There was 
a great similarity in the Charters granted, and that 
of Hereford was taken as a pattern by the authors 
of nearly all grants of Charters to Wales. Our 
county town of Montgomery, by its frequently- 
ratified Charters, had permission .to surround the 
town with a wall and a ditch. It could exclude 
from its markets and privileges all outsiders, and 
thus protect the interests of its burgesses who were 
engaged in trade. If a slave (villein) were allowed 
to reside in the chartered town for a year and a 
day he became free. The burgesses were freed 
from the payment of all tolls in travelling and from 
all taxes. They had permission to hold markets 
and fairs, with the usual liberties, customs, &c., 
appertaining to such, and they were allowed to 
form a trade guild, now represented by the Cor- 
poration, and could make a guild-hall or town-hall. 

We may, therefore, take it for granted that 
the privileges allowed to Llanidloes were something 
of this nature. It has been said that the old Charter 
of Llanidloes contained particulars of the land 
which was common, and that these common 
rights were the cause of the loss of the Charter, 
since the Charter was missed when the evidences 
of common land as a right of the freeholders would 
have been valuable. This seems, however, to have 
been only mere surmise, and from causes we now 
know, to have been unlikely. 
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The Right Ho\. SIR EDWARD LLOYD, Bart., M.P. 
Mayor 1778. 

From an engraving by kind permission of Lord Mostyn. 
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The Right Hon. EDWARD PRYCE LLOYD of BODFACH, 
FIRST BARON MOSTYN. 

Mayor 1792. 

From a painting by kind permission of Lord Mostyn. 
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The Right Hon. EDWARD MOSTYN LLOYD, 

SECOND BARON MOSTYN. 

Mayor 1825. 

From a painting by kind permission of Lord Mostyn. 
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Sir ARTHUR DAVIES OWEN, Knt. 

Mayor 1794. 

From a chalk portiait kindly lent by A. E. Humphreys-Owen, High Sheriff 
of Montgomeryshire. 
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CHAPTER III. 
MAYORS. 

They did their part ; 

Their fame is full ; 

Their lot is praise and song. 

'T'HE list of Mayors has been furnished us by 
■ the Rev. W. Valentine Lloyd, M.A., F.R.G.S., 
and E. Rowley Morris, Esq., who have laboured 
most assiduously at the ** Goal Files," kept in the 
Public Record Office in Fetter Lane, London. 
These " Goal Files " contain over 30,000 docu- 
ments, giving precis of evidence, depositions, &c., 
taken before magistrates ; presentations before 
grand juries ; general calendat*s of prisoners, their 
presumed offences and names of committing 
magistrates; summonses by the Chief Justice of 
Chester to the Grand Assize and General Sessions, 
generally endorsed by that official and the Sheriff 
for the year ; lists of local magistrates, in which 
are introduced the ministers of the Crown, the 
Lord President and Council of the Marches of 
Wales for the time being, as ex-officio magistrates 
of the County ; escheators, coroners, chief stewards 
of lordships and manors, bailiffs of boroughs, 
mayors of towns, chief constables of hundreds, 
grand jury and minor jury lists. They date from 
1542 to 1830— the date of the abolition of the 
" Great Sessions.** This list effectually disposes 
of an erroneous statement made to Mr. Hogg the 
Municipal Commissioner who visited Llanidloes 
4 
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in 1833, It was said " that for many years there 
was no Mayor. There were no officers appointed 
for many years. The same person was kept on 
the list as Mayor for twelve years and then it was 
revived about 1792." 

Llanidloes had mayors much earlier than the 
date of the earliest Gaol Files, for Lewis Dwnn, 
the great compiler of Welsh pedigrees, refers to 
Llewelyn, Mayor of Llanidloes about 1350. His 
wife was Tangwystl, daughter of leuan ap Philip 
of Llangurig, and his daughter Margaret married 
Gruffydd of Pen-rhuddlan. 

The list compiled from the original files by the 
Rev, W. V. Lloyd, was collated by Mr. Edward 
Hamer in his ** Parochial History," and the 
remainder of the files were examined by Mr. 
Rowley Morris, and this latter portion was partly 
concerned in the famous law-suit between that 
Antiquary and the then Mayor of the Borough, 
whereby the former's claim of £32 Is. 6d. for 
information concerning the Corporation was 
upheld. This manuscript is still carefully pre- 
served, bound in red leather, with the title on 
the cover : ** Records of the Borough and 
Liberties of Llanidloes." It has been placed at 
the author's disposal for this volume. 

There was a considerable revival of interest in 
municipal affairs at the Jubilee of the Municipal 
Corporation under the Act of 1835, It was 
then that the Mayoral Chain and Robe were pur- 
chased, and Mr. William Thomas, J. P., who was 
then Mayor, made enquiries concerning the docu- 
ments of the borough entitling it to municipal 
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privileges. This led eventually to the legal pro- 
ceedings, as there was a misunderstanding between 
the Mayor and the Antiquary whom he consulted. 

The Book was sent on October, 1887, to the 
Mayor. He acknowledged its receipt, and asked 
his indebtedness. The account was sent, but the 
Mayor replied that although there were many 
interesting things in the book, yet he only in- 
structed the plaintiflF to look for the Charter, and 
he had done the rest on his own responsibility. 

The case was heard at the Bloomsbury County 
Court, on June 21st, 1888. Mr. E. Rowley Morris 
claimed for work done in searching for the Charter 
or Charters of Llanidloes. Plaintiff alleged, but 
defendant denied, that he (the Mayor) had called 
upon plaintiff on the evening of April 27th, 1887, 
and after a short conversation instructed plaintiff 
to search for and send him copies of the Charters 
relating to the town of Llanidloes, defendant 
stating that "they had not a scrap of paper to 
show that they were a Corporation." 

A radical change in administration took 
place in the year 1536, whereby Wales was 
incorporated with England and subjected to 
English laws. In this same year the " Black 
Book of the Monasteries" — the prelude to their 
abolition — was laid on the table of the House of 
Commons. By the former change, Wales obtained 
Members of Parliament, the Shire of ^Montgomery 
was created (together with Radnor, Denbigh, 
Brecon, and Monmouth forming in times pre- 
vious to this enactment the lands of the Norman 
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lords-marcher), and a Council for Wales was held 
at Ludlow. Llanidloes began to pass from the 
power of the petty border chieftains, who had 
previously exercised supreme power in their own 
baronies. Thenceforth our list of Mayors is almost 
complete. 

From these lists we gather the following 
names of Mayors : — 

1553 — Meredydd ab Owen ab Mores. 

The Montgomeryshire Gaol Files 
are missing at present from 1540 to 
1559, but are possibly hidden among the 
enormous mass of State Papers not 
yet arranged. 

1559-1560 — Jenkyn Gwynn, or as ** Gwilym 
Lleyn " addresses him in a docu- 




Gwynn Arms. 

ment asking from him some musical 
instruments, " Mr, Siankyn Gwyn o 
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Lanidloes," perhaps lived close to the 
Old Market Hall. He was son of 
Owen Gwyn — sheriff of Cardigan- 
shire in 1551 — and his wife was 
Catherine of Pwll-glas, Trefeglwys. 
He married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Sir Thomas Gamage, Knt., Lord of 
Coety. The Gwyn pedigree was traced 
all the way to Adam through the 
famous Bleddyn ap Cynfyn, Prince 
of Powys, 1062-1072. The Mayor's 
will, dated 1578, is at Somerset House. 

1560-1561— The name on the Gaol File could not 
be deciphered by Mr. Morris. 

1561-1562— Jenkyn ap leuii ap Phillipe of Berth- 
Iwyd. The Berthlwyd family, as lords of 




Lloyd of Berthlwyd Arms. 

the manor of the Borough, probably 
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held the right of nomination of the 
Mayors, a right held later by the 
Lords Mostyn until 1835. The pro- 
perty passed into the hands of Mr. 
Morris, of Oxon, by purchase, then. 

1562-1563 — Papers missing from Gaol Files. 

1563-1564 — John Gwynn, A.M., son of Owen 
Gwynn and brother of Jenkyn Gwynn 
(Mayor 1560) and of Morgan Gwynn, 
High Sheriff, was, although not in 
holy orders, " parson of Llanidloes 
and Llangurig." We read of " loh'is 
Gwynn cKicus vicarius . . . Llan 
Kuricke " offering passive resistance 
to the payment of 6s. 8d. as an " Ex- 
chequer Subsidy," and although he 
was admonished to pay to the Cathe- 
dral Church at Bangor before a cer- 
tain date, he managed to evade the 
law and prevent distraint upon his 
goods and chattels. He married Mar- 
garet, sister of David Lloyd (Mayor 
1578), and was Recorder of the 
Borough during his brother's mayor- 
alty. In that year also he received, 
we read, jointly with James Eaton, a 
grant for twenty -one years of two 
mills in Berriew. Afterwards, in con- 
junction with Robert Tenbridge, he 
was granted the office of Surveyor of 
North Wales for life. Later still, he 
was granted by his benefactor (Wil- 
liam, Earl of Pembroke, then chief of 
the renowned family of Herberts) the 
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Queen's demesnes of Pare (Llanwnog) 
for twenty-one years at a rent of two 
hundred marks. John Gwynn leased 
again to William Herbert. The fine 
old timber mansion of Pare is still to 
be seen in good preservation close to 
Pontdolgoch station, and the beauti- 
ful oak wainscotting and carved oak 
staircases bespeak it a place of un- 
usual luxury for those early days. 

1564-1565— 

1565-1566 — Lewis Herbert, seventh son of Wil- 
liam Herbert of Pare. He appears 
to have settled at Llanidloes. His 




Herbert Anns. 



eldest brother, Richard Herbert, suc- 
ceeded at Park and was High Sheriff 
in 1576 and 1584 ; another brother, 
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Nicholas Herbert, lived at Bodaioch ; 
another, Henry, lived in Llandinam ; 
and still another, Edward, in Tref- 
eglwys. Richard Herbert, in his will, 
leaves to his loving cozen, Dr. Lloyd 
of All Souls: College, Oxford (and of 
Berthlwyd), for his kindness to 
testator's son Humphrey '* a boulde 
chestnut geldinge " ; and to his 
nephew, William Lloyd, Esquire, 
Counsellor-at-law, one " pyed yong 
geldinge " ; whilst the bulk of his 
possessions passed to his son, Richard 
Herbert of Park. The Herberts 
came to this county in the reign of 
Henry VI IL They were a great 
Norman family and have retained to 
the present day ample fortune and 
royal favour. Under the name of 
Herbert there have been no less than 
fifteen separate creations of peerages 
of England. Among the members of 
the family who have become more 
than famous we need only refer to 
that statesman, soldier, historian and 
philosopher, Edward, Lord Herbert 
of ChirJ?ury ; that poet of sweetest 
character and merit, George Herbert; 
Lady Winifred Herbert, the Countess 
of Nithsdale, whose daring deed 
released her husband from prison and 
the block after all resource of prayer 
and petition had proved unavailing ; 
and the various barons, earls, mar- 
quesses and dukes of Powis. 
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1566-1567 — Jenkyn ap Icuan ap Phe [llipe] of 
of Berthlwyd again. 

1567-1568 — David Lloyd ap Jankin succeeded his 
father as Mayor. He filled the office 
of Escheator in 1569, was appointed 
County Magistrate next year, and 
High SheriflF in 1574* and 1587. He 
married Lowry, daughter of Owen 
Gwynn. 

1568-1569— The whole file missing. 

1569-1570— Owen Gwynn. 

1570-1571 — leuii ap Owen ap leuii ap Phelip, 
probably first cousin of David Lloyd 
Jenkyn. 

1571-1572— Moris ap Llewelyn Bedo. 

1572-1573— File missing. 

1573-1574 — Lewis Herbert again. In this year his 
eldest brother Richard was ** Maior. 
vill. et libtat. de Cayersous." 

1574-1575 — Mereddyd John, son of John Pryse, 
of Glanmeheli, Kerry. 

* David Ltoyd^s signature is attached to a muster of 
Montgomeryshire men in this year. Among the names 
are Richard Hamer, John James, Thomas Browne, John 
Ingram, Harry Mekin, Richard Wylson, Richard Swancok, 
John Parramer, Robart Smith, George Tyrnor, Phillip 
Swancott, John Wylson, Lewis ap Owen ap Heyns, John 
Gylvart, Richard Benbowe, Robart Bady, all from Llan- 
idloes hundred ; Gruffydd Jervis, David Birch, Harry 
Dudelston, Thomas Farthington, leuan ap Reesap Dackyn, 
John Bryse, John Pyres, Thomas Cleaton, Rynolds 
Smout, David ap George, with Myttons, Masons, Peates, 
Savages, and others : effectually disposing of CromwelPs 
disbanded regiment which tradition has brought us down 
from some pseudo-antiquarian royalist. 
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1575-1576 — leuani ap Owen ap . . . 

1576-1577 — Name missing. 

1577-1578— David ap Lewis. 

1578-1579— David Lloyd ap Meredydd, son of the 
Mayor of four years previous. He was 
deputy -she riff to his cousin, Richard 
Herbert of Pare, in 1756, and Coro- 
ner in 1598. His sister Margaret was 
wife of John Gwynn (Mayor 1563). 
He married (1) Gwenllian, daughter of 
David Lloyd Blayney of Gregynog; 
and (2) Mallt, daughter of Jenkyn ap 
leuan of Berthlwyd (Mayor 1562). 
His cousin, Edward Herbert of Tref- 
eglwys parish, before referred to, 
bequeathed him, in 1604, "item, one 
grey trotting nagg," and to his 
mother-in-law, Lowry Lloide, the 
discriminating bequest, " my ambling 
baye nagge," and bequeathed to 
Morris Herbert, his natural son, a 
messuage called the Dill Drey 
[Deildre] lying and being in the 
township of Iskirieth. 

1579-1580 — David Lloyd ap Meredydd. 

1580-1581 — Lewis Gwynn, deputy- sheriflF to his 
father, Morgan Gwynn, in 1581. His 
two daughters, co-heiresses, were 
Catherine, wife of Matthew Pryce of 
Pare (Mayor 1606), whose nephew, 
Matthew Pryce, was M.P. 1679 to 
1681, and Lowry, wife first of David 
Blayney, and second of Lloyd Piers. 
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It was during this year that "present- 
ments " were made at the Great 
Sessions touching the infringements 
of the privileges of the boroughs of 
Montgomeryshire. The six boroughs 
joined in these presentments. 

1581-1582 — Jenkyn Williams of Llwyn-hyddod. 
He married Margaret, sister of Jenkyn 
and John Gwynn (Mayors in 1560 and 
1563 respectively). His father hailed 




Williams Arms. 

from Cynwyl Gaio, Carmarthenshire. 
Mr. Rowley Morris thinks he was per- 
haps " Bailiff," and that Lewis Gwynn 
was Mayor this year. 

1582-1583 — Lewis Gwynn. 
1583-1584— Lewis Gwynn. 
1584-1585— Lewis Gwynn. 
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1585-1586— 

In this year Morris ap leuan Lloyd 
was presented for recusancy. 

1586-1587 — Names of Mayors missing from the 
Gaol Files. 

It was about this time that Huw 
Arwystii — one of our most famous 
local bards — lived, and although we 
find him resident in Llangurig and 
Trefeglwys, we may be certain that 
in going from mansion to mansion he 
did notomitthoseofBerthlwyd, Glynn, 
&c., which were connected with our 
former Mayors. Over one hundred 
and fifty of his poems are at present 
preserved. 

1587-1 588-— Lewis Gwynn. 

1 588-1 589--Jenkyn Williams. The year of the 
Spanish Armada, when " like volcanoes 
flared to heaven the stormy hills of 
Wales." 

1589-1590 — Richard ap leuii ap Owen of Peny- 
rallt. He married Catherine, daughter 
of David Lloyd of Berthlwyd (Mayor 
1567). In this year there was " no 
raine from Easter until Allhallowtyd" 
(mid-April to November). 

1590-1591— Lewis Gwynn. On the 25th March 
"there happened upon Sodayn such 
a tempest of raine and water fflowinge 
that the lick was not sene nor herde 
of since Noes fflood. At which tempest 
the raging ryvrs carried away all stone 
bridges and greest mills." 
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1591-1592— Jenkyn Williams. 

1592-1593— Jenkyn Williams. 

1593-1594 — John David ap Owen. He married 
Catherine, daughter of Morgan 
Gwynn and sister of Lewis Gwynn 
(former Mayor.) In the marriage 
contract of one of his sons, refer- 
ence is made to a messuage or burg- 
age "lyeinge and beinge in the towne 
of Llanidloes," and commonly known 
as Ty John David ap Owen. This 
house was, according to tradition, 
called Llanidloes Old Hall. 

1594-1595— Name torn off the Gaol File. 

1595-1596— Jenkyn Williams. 

1596-1597— John ap David ap Owen. 

1597-1598— John ap David ap Owen. 

1598-1599— David Lloyd, son of David Lloyd of 
Berthlwyd, Sheriff in 1574, and father 
of Dr. Oliver Lloyd, and Dr. David 
Lloyd (Dean of St. Asaph), the author 
of the "Legend of Captain Jones" 
and, they say, of his own epitaph, as 
follows : — 

This is the epitaph 

Of the Dean of St. Asaph, 

Who, by keeping a table 

Better than he was able, 

Got into debt 

Which is not paid yet. 

The Berthlwyd family were always 
looked upon as displaying the perfec- 
tion of generosity and hospitality: 
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they were credited in recent tradi- 
tion with driving to church in state 
regularly in a carriage drawn by four 
milk-white oxen. Kdward Lloyd's 
name frequently appeared on the 
Grand Jury List: he was Deputy- 
Sheriff to his father in 1587, and 
was admitted a member of the Inner 
Temple, becoming a Bencher in 1598. 
His wife was Ursula, daughter of Hugh 
Owen of Caer Berllan, Merioneth. In 
later life he dwelt at the Ffinant,Tref- 
eglwys, and his will (now at Somerset 
House in London) is an interesting 
document, showing a fireside picture 
of the times. He says : " Whereas 
I am charged with a number of chil- 
dren, many of them unprovided for 
. . . my two eldest sons, David 
and Jenkin, have received their por- 
tions and spent the same in their 
breeding. And having no other means 
to pay my debts and provide the por- 
tions for my youngest children, save 
by raising the same on my lands, 
mills, personal estate, &c., do there- 
fore make this my last will for that 
purpose." He then bequeaths his 
body to be buried in Christian burial, 
four acres of land to Trefeglwys 
Church, a stained-glass window to be 
placed there* " at the oversight of 
Woorsula my wife and Roger Lloyd 

* No such window is in Trefeglwys Church to-day. 
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my son-in-law." ... To Oliver 
Lloyd, ** Ffinnant where I now dwell," 
. . . two corn mills, one on the 
Trannon, the other at Glyneant. It 
was left to his executor's further 
consideration, that if he finds my 
eldest son David Lloyd (afterwards 
the Dean) to reform his former 
courses, &c., he might have life 
interest in the estate, but no power 
to sell. One might say much of the 
Lloyds of Berthlwyd : they were a 
race of sufRcient interest to warrant 
a family memoir. 

1599-1600 — Nearly all the papers missing 

1600-1601— Lewis Gwynn. 

1601-1602— Lewis Gwynn. 

^^ ^&}— Edward Lloyd. 
1602-1605— Files missing. 

1605-1606— Jenkyn Williams. Jenkin Lloyd of 
Berthlwyd, son of David Lloyd 
Jenkin, Mayor in 1567, was High 
Sheriff in this year and was influential 
in obtaining the Assizes at Llanidloes, 
an example twice followed. 

1606-1607— Matthew Pryce of the Pare: second 
son of John Pryce of Newtown, 
Sheriff in 1566 and 1586, and uncle 
of the first baronet. We have referred 
to Matthew Pryce and his son John 
Pryce in our chapter on Patents and 
Charters, and we have no reason to 
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be thankful to the family for their 
services to the town, since it appears 
evident that The Charter grant- 
ing full municipal privileges to the 




m^ 

i^ 







Pryce Arms. 

borough was lost at this time, and, 
presumably, from reasons given, was 
taken and destroyed by John Pryce 
of Pare. Would that it might yet 
be discovered hidden away in the fine 
old oak wainscotting of the ancient 
mansion ! 

1607-1608— 

1609-1610— Matthew Pryce. 

1610-1622— Gaol Files are all missing. 

1622-1623— Matthew Pryce. 

1623-1625— 

1625—1626 — Jenkyn Morris, probably of Macs- 
mawr. 
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1626-1627— Matthew Pryce. 

1627-1628— Owen Gwynn. There were two of 
this name, one the younger brother 
of Lewis (former Mayor), and the 
other second son of John Gwynn 
(Mayor 1563). 

1628-1629— Evan Glynn of the Glynn, great- 
grandson of Jenkyn ap leuan (Mayor 
1566). This family claimed descent 
from Aleth, Prince of Dyfed (counties 
of Carmarthen, Cardigan, and Pem- 
broke). The first Evan Glynn settled 
at Glyn-Clywedog about 1543, the 
year of the dissolution of the monas- 
teries. The Mayor's name appears on 




Glynn Arms. 

the Magistrates' roll in 1618, and he 
was many years chief steward to his 
5 
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brother-in-law, Edward (afterwards 
Sir Edward) Lloyd of Berthlwyd. 
He was apparently Sheriff in 1628 
also. There is an ode among the 
Peniarth Manuscripts to Evan Glynn, 
dated 1627. He was buried at Llan- 
idloes, May 7th, 1643. The Assizes 
were held here again in this year. 

1629-1630— The Mayors of Llanidloes, Mach- 
ynlleth, and Caersws omitted from 
the Gaol File, apparently inten- 
tionally. Some excellent maps of 
the county were issued at this time 
by that enterprising Yorkshireman, 
Christopher Saxton. The Long 
Bridge and the Short Bridge are 
both marked on the map of this county. 

1630-1631 — James Lloyd, probably second son 
of Jenkyn Lloyd of Berthlwyd, and 
younger brother of Sir Edward 
Lloyd, Knt. He was admitted a 
member of the Inner Temple in 
1623, and was Mayor of Caersws 
and Llanidloes in the same year. 

1631-1632 — James Lloyd; and again also Mayor 
of Caersws. 

1632-1633— Edward Lloyd. 

1633-1634— Owen Humphreys. 

1634-1635— William George. 

1635-1636 — Names of Mayors omitted from the 

File. 
1636-1637 — Evan Morgan Glynn (called Evan 

Glynn above). 
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The old mansion of the Glynn, 
situated on a pleasant knoll over- 
looking the charming vale of Cly- 
wedog, still retains its ancient 
character, showing relics of the old 
oak panelling and carving, wide halls 




^Ir,^ 



into which the squires could formerly 
spur their horses, all so characteristic 
of Elizabethan buildings. 

At this time in our history a severe 
plague, like small-pox, invaded the 
town. It was sufficiently virulent to 
cause the abandonment of the markets 
and fairs. 

1637-1638— David Lewis ap Evan Lloyd. 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 MUNICIPAL HISTORY 

1638-1639— (?) David Lewis ap Evan Lloyd. 

1639-1640— William Russell, who probably lived 
at the "Old Mansion" of the town. 

1640-1641 — John Jones, grandson of John David 
ap Owen (Mayor 1598). In this year, 
in the month of May, took place at 
the house of William Russell in Llan- 
idloes the enquiry into the appro- 
priation of the Tolls, in which Sir 
Edward Lloyd was complainant and 
John Pryce of Park, defendant. We 
shall speak of this in our fiscal 
chapter. 

1641-1648— Files all missing. 

This gap in our record marks the 
greatest crisis which has ever occurred 
in the history of our Country. In 1640 
met that immortal Parliament which, 
under wonderful vicissitudes, lasted 
for twenty long years, years filled 
with record of strife and bloodshed 
unparalleled in our history. Between 
1640 and 1641 occurred all those 
battles between King and Parliament 
which set town against town, district 
against district, and ruptured family 
unity everywhere, father and son fre- 
quently opposing each other in the 
struggles which daily occurred. Llan- 
idloes' streets witnessed a violent skir- 
mish, the King's army marched over 
the Rhydd Howell range to the East, 
the opposing forces of Sir Harry 
Lingen (Royalist) and Gen, Horton 
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(Parliamentarian) met near Sychnant 
on the South, and over the hills by 
Staylittle fled the defeated troops. 

1649-1650— David Lewis ap leuanni Lloyd. The 
year of the King's Execution. 

1650-1651 — John Jones. 

1651-1653 — Gaol Files missing. 

1653-1654 — John Jones. 

1654-1655 — John Jones. 

1 655-1 S56— John Kynsey. 

1656-1657— 

1657-1658—. . . Ma[tthcws]. 

1658-1660- 

1660-1661 — Thomas Davies. 

1661-1662 — Evan Morris. By the Corporation 
Act passed this year, all municipal 
officers were to take the oath of non- 
resistance to the King, to abjure the 
Solemn League and Covenant and to 
receive the Sacrament according to 
the rites of the Church of England. 
^ This Act was not repealed until 1828. 

1662-1663— J enkyn Lewis. 

( John Lewis ] 

1663-1664— ' Thomas Davies ^ All in one year. 
[ John Thomas ) 

1664-1665— John Jones. 

1665-1666— Richard Ingram. The family of 
Ingram lived at Neuadd Glyn Hafren 
and possessed extensive estates in 
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the valley. The Mayor was probably 
the son of the Richard Ingram who 




Ingram Arms. 

settled in the valley of Glynhafren, 
but there were Ingrams in the district 
at least a hundred years before this. 
This Mayor was Sheriff in 1680. 

1666-1667— Thomas Harpur. 

1667-1668— Thomas Harpur. 

1668-1669— . . . Matthews. 

1669-1670— John Kynsey. 

1670-1671— David Thomas. 

1671-1672— 

1672-1673— Richard Humphreys. 

1673-1674— Richard Humphreys. 

During this year was passed the 
Test Act, which required all holding 
public offices to take oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy, oath against 
the doctrine of Tran substantiation, 
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and to take the sacrament accord- 
ing to the rites of the Church of 
England. This Act remained in force 
until so recently as 1828. 

^P''**~[^^^*^*|— Robert Jones (20 April.) 

?674-1675)-'^*'°"'^^ "^^P"^'- 

1675-1676— Thomas Harpur. 

1676-1677 -Richard Lewis. 

1677-1678— Richard Lewis. 

In this year, on the 18th of July, 
"two priests, viz. Hugh Wilson, priest 
of Trefeglwys and Isaac Lloyd, priest 
of Llanidloes, gave information of a 
Friends' meeting at the house of 
John Jerman at Llanidloes, in Mont.; 
upon which the Mayor, with con- 
stables, came thither, and committed 
seven of the assembly to prison, and 
fined others, who had their cattle 
seized for their fines." Besse. 

1678-1679— John Powell. 

1679-1680— Evan David. 

1680-1681— Evan Davies. 

1681-1682— Francis Herbert. 

At the house of Francis Herbert 
in Llanidloes in 33rd Charles II the 
Coroner's Inquest had "on view the 
body of Lewis David Jenkin." The 
jury returned the vague but frequent 
verdict, "Visitation of God." 
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1682-1683— Francis Herbert. 
1683-1684— Lewis Davics. 

1684-1685 — . , Davies. This was an interest- 
ing year in the Parliamentary annals, 
as the election of William Williams 
was challenged, as he was elected by 
Montgomery alone and Llanidloes 
was not allowed to exercise its 
ancient franchise. The election was 
disallowed at the Bar of the House. 

1685-1686 — Evan Bowen. 

1686-1687— Morgan Humphreys. 

1687-1688— Robert Evans. 

1688-1689— Robert Evans. 

1689-1690— Lewis Davies. 

1690-1691— Lewis Davies. 

1691-1692— Lewis Davies. 

1692-1693— Richard Bennett. 

1693-1694— William Davies. 

1694-1695— Richard Lewis. 

1695-1696— Richard Lewis. 

1696-1697— Robert Evans. 

1697-1698— Robert Evans. 

1698-1699— John Harpur. 

1699-1700— Pryce Clunne. The family of Clunne 
(is the name not a corruption of 
Glynne ?) came from the borders of 
Shropshire and settled at Middle 
Glandulas, a mansion, as also the 
family, now extinct. The Clunnes 
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were very unpopular. Squire Clunne 
used to keep blank press warrants 
for use by hired ruffians in black- 
mailing. Rather than run the risk 
of being pressed for military service, 
the victims would willingly submit 
to such imposition. The notorious 
** Lady Jeffreys," whose spirit is 
supposed to await peaceful repose 
in the pot-holes under the Short 
Bridge, was of the family. Curiously 
enough, the mansion of Middle Glan- 
dulas had an angel carved in stone 
over the doorway : this excited the 
awen in some neighbour, who un- 
courteously said (probably out of the 
Squire's hearing), 

*'Thy house is high, its walls are thin ; 
An angel without, but a devil within." 

1700-1701— Pryce Clunne. 

1701-1702— Pryce Clunne. 

1702-1703— Francis Herbert. 

1703-1703— Evan Glynn. Died in April, 1703. 
This Evan Glynn sent some of the 
Quakers to Welshpool to prison to 
await the Quarter Sessions. They 
were, through the good offices of that 
protector and historian of the sect, 
Richard Da vies, permitted to promise 
attendance there and depart. At the 
Sessions they were acquitted, which 
Justice Glynn seemed, says Davies, 
" not to be sorry for, for he was not 
a persecutor in the bottom, but was 
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put on by a peevish, proud, informing 
priest." The Myttons and Harrisons 
of Montgomeryshire are descendants 
of the Glynn family. 

1703-1704— Richard Lewis. 

1704-1705 — John Evans. John Evans, yeoman, 
was Churchwarden in this same year, 
and in 1708 and 1713. 

1705-1706— Jenkin Lloyd of Clochfaen. Born in 
1681 at Liangurig, and married there 
in 1698. He was High Sheriff in 1713. 
His wife, Rachel Fowler of Abbey 
Cwm Hir, was of a family of great 




Clochfaen Arms. 

antiquity. One Sir Richard Fowler 
of the family was famous in the Holy 
Land in the Crusades of Richard, 
Coeur-de-Lion. Jenkin Lloyd died in 
1722, and was buried in Liangurig. 

1706-1707— Lewis Williams. 

1707-1708— Edward Davies. 
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1708-1709— Evan Davies. 

1709-1710— Francis Herbert. 

1710-1711— Robert Ingram. 

1712-1713 — Robert Ingram was re-elected and 
refused to serve. He was fined five 
pounds and refused to pay. The 
matter was inquired into at Welsh- 
pool on March 22nd, 1713, before the 
Lord Chief Justice of the Marches 
of Wales (the Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph 
Jekyll, knight). John Price, the Con- 
stable, who was a poor weaver with a 
wife and four small children, swore 
and deposed that he had been called 
upon by John Evans, the High Con- 
stable of Llanidloes Hundred, to assist 
in the arrest of the refractory Mayor, 
in accordance with a warrant obtained 
from one of Her Majesty's Justices of 
the Peace. The said Robert Ingram 
took the said John Evans, High Con- 
stable, " by the shoulder furiously 
and shaked him, swearing and curs- 
ing' at him and the Examinant, and 
said he would kill and hang them, 
with innumerable reproachful words, 
insomuch that the warrant was not 
executed." It further transpired that 
Robert Ingram, without any manner 
of provocation given him by Price, 
caused another Constable to take 
and seize him in the streets of the 
town, and confine him there several 
hours, until Robert Ingram wrote a 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 MUNICIPAL HISTORY 



commitment to send him to Welsh- 
pool, where he was required to find 
bail for his appearance at the Quarter 
Sessions, which happened to be held 
at Llanfyllin, at the other end of the 
County, where he was forced to attend 
in spite of the poverty of himself and 
family, and even then no charge was 
preferred against him. He further told 
the Judge that whenever he met the 
said Robert Ingram he perpetually 
threatened him how violently he 
would use him, calling him thief 
and rogue, and swearing vehemently 
at him, insomuch that he could not 
with safety go about his duty as a 
constable, or follow his lawful em- 
ployment. 

At the following Gi^eat Sessions, 
September, 1712, Robert Ingram was 
indicted for the above offences, but 
the Grand Jury ignored the bill. It 
appears to have been thought best to 
leave such a powerful man alone. 

One son of Robert Ingram was 
Vicar of Llangurig, then Rector of 
Cemmaes : he married Jane Lloyd of 
Clochfaen, and their daughter, Mary 
Ingram married David Owen of Glyn- 
gynwydd, whose son, Evan Owen, 
mortgaged his estate to their rela- 
tive. Sir Arthur Davies Owen, Knt., 
of Glansevern (Mayor 1794), of whom 
we. must speak later. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP LLANIDLOES. 77 

1713-1714 — Morgan Edwards. Evidence was 
given in 1728 by this Mayor to a 
Committee of the House of Com- 
mons in the famous Election dispute 
concerning the right of Llanidloes 
burgesses to vote for the members of 
Parliament for the Boroughs. The 
House resolved, however, contrary to 
all apparent justice, that the right 
rested with Montgomery alone. To 
this we shall refer again. 

1714-1715- l?*f«^"^'*^^"'«- 
(John Evans. 

1715-1716— Morgan Edwards. 
1716-1717— John Evans. 
1717-1718— Andrew Breese. 
1718-1719— Andrew Breese. 
1719-1720— John Pugh. 
1720-1721— John Pugh. 
1721-1722— Francis Herbert. 
1722^1723 — Richard Jenkins. 
1723-1724— Richard Jenkins. 

inoA I'TOft ( Richard Jenkins. 
1724-1725— I j^j^^^^g^^ 

1725-1726 — John Mason. 

1726-1727— John Mason. 

1727-1728 — John Mason. Llanidloes was dit- 
franchised in this year. We refer to 
this in detail in our later remarks. 
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1728-1729 -Moses Howell. 
1729-1730— Moses Howell. 
1730-1731— James Evans. 
1731-1732— John Mason. 
1732-1733— John Lloyd. 
1733-1734— Richard Jenkins. 
1734-1735— John Mason. 
1735-1736— John Mason. 

1736-1737- |T^^^"^?f^^"""^- 
(John Mason. 

1737-1738— John Wilson. 

1738-1739— Thomas Clunne. This Mayor was the 
son of Pryce Clunne, and married 
Catherine, daughter of Edward Lloyd 
of Berthlwyd, and it was at this man- 
sion that he lived. His wife was buried 
in 1736, and her husband in 1741. 

1739-1740— Richard George. 

1740-1741— Moses Howells. 

1741-1742— John Mason. 

1742-1743— Richard George. 

1743-1744— Edward Phillips. 

1744-1745 — Maurice Stephens of Neuaddlwyd. 

1745-1746— David Owen, born 1700, died 1777. 
He bought Upper G land u las some 
five years before this. In 1740 
David Owen received, as owner of 
Upper Glandulas, from the Bishop of 
Rangor a grant of a pew in Llan- 
idloes Church, His wife was Frances 
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Rogers of Cefn-y-berain, Kerry, and 
their four sons all became noted. 
The eldest, Owen Owen, was married 
in the year of his father's mayoralty 
to Anne Davies, heiress eventually 
of Llivior, Berriew, and of the Evans 
family of Rhyd-y-carw, Trefeglwys. 
The second son, Richard, we meet 
with in our records of 1757. The 
third son, Edward Owen, M.A., 
became Master of Botcher's Free 
Grammar School, Warrington, in 
1757, and then also Rector of the 
parish from 1767 to 1807. He was 
''a man of most elegant learning, 
unspeakable suavity, and peculiar 
benevolence of heart." The fourth 
son, Capt. William Owen, entered 
the Royal Navy. In 1760 he greatly 
distinguished himself at the siege of 
Pondicherry, was lieutenant in 1769, 
and then promoted to command 
H.M.S. Connorartt, He was killed 
at Madras in 1768. He was the 
father of Admiral W. C. R. Owen, 
G.C.B.,G.C.H., M.P., Surveyor-Gen- 
eral of Ordnance, and of Vice- Admiral 
William Fitz-William Owen. It was 
to Admiral William Owen that a 
Ministerial peer once made an im- 
proper proposal, and was met with 
the reply, "My lord, I may be poor, 
but still I am proud." On one occa- 
sion the Admiralty forwarded him a 
complaint, received from the Marquis 
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Palmella, relative to some difiPerences 
at Mozambique, and he replied, end- 
ing by saying, he ''trusted that the 
word of a Captain in the British Navy 
was as good as that of a Portuguese 
Marquis." The present residence was 
built at Upper Glandulas by Dr. 
Owen, uncle of the late John Baxter 
Owen, J. P. 
1746-1747 — Owen Owen. Probably the eldest son 
of his predecessor. He was High 
Sheriff in 1766 and died in 1789. 

1747-1748— David Owen. 

1 748-1 749--John Dalrymple. 

1749-1750 -Michael Jones. 

1750-1751— Owen Owen. 

The New Style of reckoning was 
adopted this year, in September, 
eleven days being omitted. There 
were riots in many places, and the 
people clamoured, "Give us back 
our eleven days." 

11 June, 10 June, I r\ .4 n 
1751 - 1752 'j-OavidOwen. 

1752-1753— John Powell Pryce. Afterwards Sir 
John, sixth baronet, of Newtown 
Hall, was descended directly from 
that Sir John Pryce who, created 
baronet in 1628, represented Mont- 
gomeryshire in the famous Long 
Parliament, and after being Royalist 
for some time changed sides, and 
under the Parliamentarian segis was 
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defeated in a skirmish in Llanidloes 
streets by Colonel Gerard. The 
father of our mayor, the sixth 
baronet, married first Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Powell, of 
Broadway, Carmarthenshire, and 
whose monument with elaborate 
inscription is in the new Parish 
Church of Newtown. On her death 
in 1731 her body was embalmed and 
kept in her husband's room for some 
years as also was her successor, but 
when Sir John desired to marry a 
third time, the lady declined the 
honour until the first two wives were 
laid peacefully to rest. Our Mayor 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Rich- 
ard Manley of Earleigh Court, 
Berkshire, and a portrait supposed 
to be of this lady, by ** Jo" Lewis, 
1752," is at Newtown Hall. Sir 
John Powell Pryce's fate was a sad 
one. His eyes were severely injured 
in an accident, and his wife was 
persuaded to apply as a remedy some 
powerful spirit or acid, which took 
away his sight completely. Yet we 
are told'*' that he still followed the 
hounds and was seldom last in the 
chase. In later life he lost the bulk 
of his fortune and died in the debtor's 
prison, the " King's Bench," on 4th 
July, 1776, and was buried at New- 

Powys Land Club Notes — Vol. xvi, p. 45. 
6 
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town. His widow died in poor 
circumstances in London in 1805. 
His son, Sir Edward Manley Pryce, 
was found dead in a field at Pang- 
bourne, near Reading, and is thought 
to have died in destitution. His 
body remained unburied for forty- 
five weeks, when it was buried in 
charity. 

1753-1754— Owen Owen, 

1754-1755— Thomas Foulkes. 

1755-1756— Pryce Clunne. Son of John Pryce 
Clunne (died 1740), nephew of 
Thomas Clunne (Mayor 1738), and 
grandson of the Mayor of 1700. 
He sold, in 1759, Gellifawr farm to 
Daniel Jerman. 

1756-1757 — Bowen Jones. A descendant of the 
Mayor of 1589, and of the Bowens of 
Penrallt. His mother, Mary Bowen, 
heiress of Penrallt, married Wythan 
Jones. Bowen Jones married his 
relative, Mary, daughter and heiress 
of Evan Jones, Trewythen, Penyrallt 
then remained in the Jones family 
until 1862, when it was sold. This 
Mayor had previously been one of the 
"Coroners of the Borough of Llan- 
idloes." He presided at an Inquest on 
the body of one Edward Griffith Hugh, 
who was killed or died from injuries 
sustained in a fight with one John 
Woosnam, shoemaker, on April 16, 
1752. The Mayor's son. Gen. Jones, 
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who fought in the American War of 
Independence, built, about ten years 
later, the ** Trewythen Arms " Hotel 
in place of some miserable houses. 
Later the Rev. Evan Jones, Vicar of 
Aberhavesp, lived here. He used to 
visit his flock on an old, sure-footed 
black horse, harnessed with old- 
fashioned saddle-bags, until old age 
compelled him to live at Aberhavesp. 
It was his hobby to plant all spare 
ground with trees. " Ned of the Mill," 
his factotum, used to carry thorns and 
firs from the nursery in " Highgate," 
and walk over the estate from Crow- 
Iwm to Pontbrencwtta, finding places 
to plant. 

1757-1758— Richard Owen. 

The glorious year of the establish- 
ment of the Indian Empire, and of 
the victories over the French in 
Europe and by Wolfe at Quebec, 
which latter gained for our govern- 
ment the great country of Canada. 

1758-1759— Richard Owen. 

1759-1760 — Richard Owen. He was on the Grand 
Jury at the Great Sessions this term. 

1760-1761— Edward Parry. 

1761-1762— Robert Ingram of Glynhafren. Pro- 
bably the grandson of the notorious 
Mayor of 1712. He married, in 1749, 
Margaret Lloyd of Plas Madog (Den« 
bighshire). 
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1762-1763— G wily m Howel. Poet and almanac 
maker, who, born in 1705 in Llan- 
gurig, spent most of his life at Llan- 
idloes as steward on the estate of 
Berthlwyd. He was a great collector 
of the works of contemporary bards, 
especially of Eos Ceiriog (Huw 
Morus), his favourite. lolo Mor- 
ganwg tells us that Mr. Howel had 
collected about three hundred manu- 
script poems, and there is reason to 
believe that these labours were made 
use of by Gwallter Mechain in his two 
volumes of 1828. The fame of our 
Mayor rests chiefly, however, upon 
his literary Almanacs, which were of 
such a nature that we might call them 
the precursors of the modern maga- 
zines and periodicals. They contained 
a wonderful amount of information 
and literary pieces. The advertise- 
ment of that of 1770 reads as follows: 

**The Intelligencer of the Heavens or 
the Seasons, or a new Almanac for the 
Year of the World 5719, Year of our 
Lord 1770, the 18th year of the New Style, 
the 10th year of the reign of George III, 
the 5th year of publication and the 2nd 
year after leap year. Containing a Cor- 
rect Calendar for the twelve months of 
the year, showing the time of sunrise and 
sunset, phases of the moon, appointed 
feasts, aspects of the planets, &c. . . . 
Chronicles, lists of the M.P.'s and 
Sheriffs, fairs and markets of Wales, 
an excellent Elegy composed in the 
twenty-four metres, carols, new stanzas, 
&c. Collected by Gwilym Howel." 
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Then follows an extract from Eccles. 
xviii. 7-8, and a list of the towns (embrac- 
ing the most important in the Princi- 
pality) where the work might be obtained. 

'* Printed and sold by J. Eddowes, near 
the Market-house, Shrewsbury, price 8d.'* 

It was about 1770 that the Almanacs 
began to give place to the Welsh 
Magazines. The Eurgrawn Cymraeg 
was then published, and possessed the 
most valuable literary characteristics 
of the Almanacs. The first of the 
Almanacs of Gwilym Howel was 
issued from the press of Bddowes, 
of Shrewsbury, in 1766, and the 
whole of the series of ten followed 
from that famous office. These were 
the days when the interest in As- 
tronomy was very keen, and although 
instruments were very costly, this was 
no hindrance to the progress of the 
study among those interested, for 
Gwilym Howel, like others of great 
mechanical skill, constructed his own 
instruments, some of which were 
until recent times, preserved at the 
Green. Such was the literary enthusi- 
asm of the Mayor that in 1772 he 
established local eisteddfodau : the 
first was held at the "Red Lion" Inn 
in that year. His son, William (Mayor 
1775), was the father of Dr. William 
Howell and Lieut. George Howell, 
R.N., and grandfather of Dr. Thomas 
Marsh Pryce (died 1848, aged 33) and 
of Martha Jane, wife of Dr. Ellis 
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Jones (died 1859). This Mayor's 
daughter married Thomas Marsh, so- 
licitor (Mayor 1784 to 1791). 

On his tombstone, under the 
branches of the yew-tree at the 
entrance to Llanidloes churchyard, 
occurs a verse, written by himself, 
and which appeared in the last of his 
almanacs : — 

*' Er gwychion, gwynion eu gwedd — cr 
pMasau 
Er pleser anrhydedd, 
Er dewrion d6n' o'r diwedd 
Er danedd y bon' i dyV bedd." 

Of which the sense might be given in 

English as follows : — 

*' Though features be fair and so rare, 
And mansions should honours declare, 
Though valour defy every care, 
Man to death's house must repair." 

1763-1764 — No name inserted under Llanidloes 
in the Gaol Files. 

1764-1765— Thomas Cleaton. 

1765-1766 — Names of Bailiffs and Mayors in 
Montgomeryshire were not entered 
in the Gaol Files, though the Towns 
were. The Clerk of the Peace prob- 
ably received no official notice. 

1766-1767— Moses Howell. 

1767-1768— Maurice Stephens of Penycastell 
afterwards assumed the name Mears. 
George Mears of Ffinnant, Llan- 
dinam, who hailed from Breconshire, 
was High Sheriff in 1759 : his will is 
dated 1769 and he died in 1774. A 
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Story of the change of name is worth 
quoting. George Mears, High Sheriff 
in 1759, was succeeded in his estates 
by Hugh Mears, SheriflF in 1781, and 
he in turn by Maurice Mears, who 
died in 1807. In the will of the last- 
named, eleven persons were named 
as possible successors to the property. 
His lawyer, a Mr. Stephens, sug- 
gested in a joke that he should com- 
plete the dozen : Mr. Mears told him, 
therefore, to insert the name of his 
son. Strangely enough, the eleven 
died and young Stephens succeeded 
to the property, and changed his 
name to that of Mears. He filled 
the office of Mayor in 1791 according 
to the Municipal Commissioners' 
evidence, but the Gaol Files quote 
Thomas Marsh as Mayor in that 
year. Moreover, George Mears was 
then only twenty-two years of age. 
The present seat of Dol-llys was built 
by him ; he was Sheriff in 1812 ; and 
in 1832, on the passing of the Reform 
Bill, he was one of the six named as 
qualified to represent the boroughs 
in Parliament. The estate of Dol- 
llys was before 1660 in the possession 
of the Gwynn family, who inter- 
married with the Glynns. Owen 
Gwynn's descendant in the female 
line was Owen, father of Jenkin 
Owen (circ. 1600), who first used the 
surname Owen, which the family 
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retained. The estate passed from 
the Owens about 1750 into the pos- 
session of the Mears family. In 1827 
Mr. Mears was presented with a 
valuable piece of plate as a token of 
the esteem of his fellow-townsmen. 
He died in 1836 and was succeeded 
at Dol-llys by his natural son George, 
who died in 1849. The Llandinam 
estate went in 1836 to the Rev. 
John Stephens, Mr. Mears' brother, 
who lived at what is now the " Glyn- 
dwr Arms," and by succession to 
Lieut.-Col. George Mears Farmer, 
nephew of " old " Mr. George Mears, 
as our old townsmen call him. The 
change of name of Stephens to Mears 
appears to have taken place on two 
separate occasions. Mr. Mears was 
for quite a number of years the only 
magistrate in the vicinity of Llan- 
idloes. 

1768-1769— Thomas Bowen, Tyddyn, married 
Eliza Baxter, of the Bryn, Newtown. 
Tyddyn is a very ancient name for a 
farm enclosure and then a homestead. 
The Mayor's father was that Thomas 
Bowen of Tyddyn who, with Ann his 
wife, used to keep open house for 
the early pioneers of Methodism. 
Hyw el Harris, Rowland of Llangeitho, 
Williams of Pantycelyn, and John 
Wesley have stayed under this hospit- 
able roof. Harris was the most 
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frequent visitor and made the Tyddyn 
the centre of his labours in Mid- 
Wales. Until recently there was a 
window to be seen there on which 
Wesley had written with a diamond, 
" Peace be to this house " : it is said 
the window was stolen, not broken. 
The old bedstead on which these 
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pregethwyr slept still remains, how- 
ever, at the house. The important 
assemblies of the Calvinistic Metho- 
dists of Wales met here in rotation, 
and we can well imagine our Mayor 
to have had no small concern in that 
great dispute of seculars and regulars 
— if we may thus term it — which led 
to an open rupture at Tyddyn in 
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1751 between "Harris* people" and 
" Rowland's people.*' Sarah Bowen, 
the Mayor's sister, had entered the 
seminary of Hywel Harris at Bala, 
where she met Simon Lloyd, whom 
she afterwards married ; one of her 
daughters married Thomas Ffoulkes 
of Bala, afterwards of Machynlleth. 
The Mayor's grandson, also Thomas 
Bowen, of the firm of Beck, Down- 
ward, Scarth and Bowen, bankers of 
Welshpool and Shrewsbury, was 
Mayor of Welshpool in the years 
1850 and 1859. His son, the Rev. 
C. J. Bowen, rector of Wroot, is the 
father of Mr. J. Godfrey W. Bowen, 
C.C., of Bryndulas. The old house 
at the Tyddyn is still the property of 
the family. 

1769-1770 — John Morris of Penycastell. 

1770-1771— John Lewis. 

1771-1772— Richard Matthews. 

1772-1773— Robert Hughes. 

1773-1774 — No name given in the Gaol Files. 

1774-1775 — William Woosnam of Glynbrochan. 

1775-1776— William Howells. Son of Gwilym 
Howell (Mayor 1762). He bought, 
for £404, in 1770, the property now 
occupied by the " Red Lion " Inn. 

1776-1777— Richard Owen. Probably of Glan- 
dulas. 

1777-1778— Hugh Evans. 
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1778-1779— Sir Edward Lloyd, Bart. The former 
family of Lloyd of Berthlwyd really 
ended with Edward Lloyd, the Sheriff 
of 1690. His first wife was a Middle- 
sex lady, daughter of Major David 
Parry. His second wife was Catherine, 
daughter of Sir John Witherong, Bart. 
This lady left by will the sum of £100 
to the poor of Llanidloes parish, the 
interest to be distributed by the Vicar 
and Churchwardens among the poor 
of the parish for ever. The money was 
eventually used to purchase Tynyfron 
and Crowlwm, and the rents paid 
annually to the Overseers in aid of 
the poor rates. By the first marriage 
was an only son, Edward, who was 
disowned for contracting a marriage 
disapproved of by his father. The 
son lived in London, and was one 
night called up by men with a message 
from Wales. Expecting a message of 
forgiveness from his father, he rushed 
down to the men, and was never after- 
wards heard of. His sister Catherine 
married, as we have said, Thomas 
Clunne, and their children sold a 
large portion of the estate to Oliver 
Davies. It afterwards, about 1760, 
came into the hands of Mr. (after- 
wards Sir) Edward Lloyd of Pont- 
riffith, Flintshire. Sir Edward felled 
oak timber so extensively that in a 
few years he recouped himself for 
the purchase-money. He became 
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Secretary of War. In 1776 he was 
High Sheriff, and was made a haro- 
net during his Mayoral year. He died 
in 1795, and w^as succeeded hy Edward 
Pryse Lloyd, his grand-nephew (cre- 
ated Baron Mostyn, and Mayor later). 

1779-1780— David Hamer. 

1780-1781— William Owen. 

1781-1784 — No names entered in the Goal Files. 

1784-1792 — Thomas Marsh for all these years. 

1792-1793— (Sir) Edward Pryce Lloyd of Bodfach 
(afterwards Lord Mostyn) grand- 




Mostyn Arms. 

nephew of Sir Edward Lloyd (Mayor 
1778). He succeeded to his title and 
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estates on 26th May, 1795. He 
married in 1794, Elizabeth, third 
daughter of Sir Roger Mostyn of 
Mostyn, fifth baronet, M.P. for Flint- 
shire in several Parliaments, whose 
great-great-grandfather, Sir Roger 
Mostyn of Mostyn, Knight, was a 
distinguished Colonel in the Royal 
army during the Civil War. 

1793-1794 — No name entered. 

1794-1795 — Arthur Davies Owen, afterwards Sir 
Arthur Davies Owen, Knight, son 
of Owen Owen, High Sheriff in 1766, 
was by profession a lawyer, and was 
Deputy- Lieutenant for the County, 




Owen Arms. 



and for many years Chairman of the 
Quarter Sessions. He was appointed 
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High Sheriff in 1814, and was second 
in command of the Montgomeryshire 
Yeomanry Cavalry from its inception 
until 1816, when he died, and was 
buried in Berriew Church. He was 
succeeded by his brother, William 
Owen, K.C., of whom more hereafter. 

1795-1796— George Stephens. 

1796-1797— No name returned. 

1797-1798— Thomas Edmund Marsh. 

1798-1799— No name returned. 

1799-1800— John Thomas. 

1800-1801 -William Howell. 

1801-1802— Hugh Jones. 

1802-1805— No names entered in the Gaol Files. 

1805-1806 — Richard Jervis, mercer and grocer; 
probably lived at Penyrallt, which he 
leased. 

1806-1807— Evan Stephens. 

1807-1808— Thomas Pryce. 

1808-1809 — David Davies, sen., currier. The family 
of David Davies has been associated 
with the borough administration ever 
since. His son, Thomas Davies, was 
Mayor in 1833; his grandson, Thomas 
Davies, in 1 867 ; and Alderman Edward 
Davies, another grandson, on Rye occa- 
sions. Alderman E. Davies was deputy 
Town Clerk for several years during 
the clerkship of his relative, John 
Jenkins, The Town Clerkship has, iq 
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fact, been in this family from 1852 to 
the present with but a very short 
interval. 

1809-1810— David Gwillim, auctioneer. 

No mention of the Town or Mayor 
is made for this year in the Gaol Files. 

1810-1811 — Thomas Pryce, East India Company 
Naval Service. 

No mention is made of the Town or 
Mayor in the Gaol Files. 

1811-1812— Robert Ingram. 
1812-1813— Robert Ingram. 

1813-1814— Edward Lewis of Frankwell, Clerk to 
the Magistrates. (Not mentioned in 
the Gaol Files). For the long con- 
nection of Edward Lewis with the 
Borough administration, refer to the 
Town Clerkship which he held from 
the date of the Municipal Corpora- 
tions Act until 1852. 

1814-1815— George Mears of Dol-llys Hall. 

1815-1816— Edward Evans. 

1816-1817 — No name entered in the Gaol Files. 

1817-1818— Charles Decimus Williams, Berth- 
ddu. 

1818-1819— William Owen, K.C., younger brother 
and heir of Sir Arthur Davies Owen, 
of Glyngynwydd and Glansevern, was 
born in 1758 and educated under his 
uncle at Warrington Grammar School 
and at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where he graduated Fifth Wrangler^ 
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(His brother, David Owen, M.A., was 
in 1777 Senior Wrangler). He was 
afterwards chosen Fellow of Trinity, 
and later became a Bencher of Lin- 
coln's Inn. After several years on 
circuit in Oxfordshire and Cheshire, 
he confined his .practice to the Courts 
of Chancery and Exchequer. He 
was a Commissioner of Bankrupts 
until he was advanced to the rank 
of King's Counsel. He quitted his 
profession later and retired to the 
country, where he took an active part 
in all County business, was Chairman 
of Quarter Sessions, &c. He was in- 
strumental in abolishing the system of 
Welsh Judicature, and took a leading 
part in the parliamentary reform agi- 
tation which led to the Reform Bill of 
1832. In 1823 he married Anne War- 
burton, only child of Capt. Slaughter, 
and relict of the Rev. Thomas Coup- 
land, of the Priory, Chester. He died 
on November 10th, 1837. His widow 
survived until 1876, when the Glan- 
severn estates passed to the late 
A. C. Humphreys-Owen, M.P. for the 
County, great-grand-nephew of Wil- 
liam Owen. 



1819-1820— No name sent. 
1820-1821— William Owen. 
1821-1822— William Owen. 
1822-1823— William Owen. 
1823-1824— No name enterecfr 
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WILLIAM OWEN, K.C. 

Mayor 1818 to 1824. 

From a pencil sketch lent by A. E. Humphreys-Owen, High SheriflF 
of Montgomeryshire. 
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THOMAS EDMUND MARSH, Junior. 
Mayor 1837. 

From an old portrait on glass. 
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BENJAMIN JONES. 
Mayor 1839. 
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1824-1825 — John Sisson. This Mayor was head 
agent of Lord Mostyn. His powers 
over the town government were con- 
siderable in his latter capacity alone. 
The municipal enquiry elicits for us 
that the agent attended the court 
with the Mayor, and that he "gene- 
rally regulated who is to be Mayor." 
This would seem to have been one of 
those occasions on which suitable can- 
didates for the Mayoralty were scarce. 
Or did John Sisson believe that in 
order to have a thing well done he 
must do it himself? 

1825-1826— Edward Mostyn Lloyd, eldest son of 
Lord Mostyn, born in 1795 and edu- 
cated at Westminster. Married, in 
1827, Lady Harriet Margaret Scott, 
eldest daughter of the second Earl of 
Clonmel, assumed (by sign-manual in 
1831) the surname of Mostyn in addi- 
tion to that of Lloyd, and the arms of 
Mostyn quarterly with those of Lloyd, 
in compliance with the will of his ma- 
ternal uncle, Sir Thomas Mostyn of 
Mostyn, sixth baronet. He repre- 
sented Fhntshire in the Liberal in- 
terest in the Parliaments of 1831-37, 
1841-42, 1847-54, and represented 
Lichfield in 1846-47. He succeeded 
his father in the peerage on the death 
of the latter in 1854. He was Lord 
Lieutenant of Merionethshire and 
Justice of the Peace for the Counties 
7 
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of Flint, Denbigh and Carnarvon. He 
died in his 89th year and was interred 
at Llanidloes. 

It was in this year that the present 
Long Bridge was built. 

1826-1827— John Hunter. Mr. Hunter purchased 
land from Robert Ingram of Glyn- 
hafren, and razing the small straw- 
thatched cottage called Penygraig, 
built on the site the present House of 
Mount Severn. He married Char- 
lotte, eldest daughter of the Rev. Evan 
Jones of Trewythen and Rhiwport. 
He was High Sheriff in the year of 
his Mayoralty, when he lived at what 
is now the "Trewythen Arms" Hotel. 
Mr. Hunter also built " Broomcliff," 
and to his energies are due the fine 
avenue of trees along the road to 
Glan-y-nant. His nephew, Colonel 
William Hunter, succeeded to his 
estates in 1854. 

1827-1828— No name entered in the Gaol Files. 

1828-1829— Thomas Edmund Marsh. (Not en- 
tered in Gaol Files). 

1829-1830— John Williams. 

1830-1831— Thomas Edmund Marsh. 

1831-1832— Thomas Edmund Marsh. (The last 
name mentioned in the Gaol Files). 

1832-1833— 

1833-1834— The Hon. Thomas Pryce Lloyd, sec- 
ond son of Lord Mostyn. 
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In October, 1832, there was a seri- 
ous strike of spinners and weavers, 
and fifty special constables were 
sworn in. 

1834-1835— Hon. Thomas Pryce Lloyd. 

1836 — Bowen Woosnam, son of Richard 
Woosnam of Tymawr, Trefeglwys. 
The first Mayor under the new Muni- 
cipal Reform Act, was elected Jan- 
uary 1, 1836. He was a solicitor in 
the town, and about seven years 
before this had built the residence of 
Glandwr. He married Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Charles Cole, manufac- 
turer, who ran the Glanclywedog 
Factory and who put into circulation 
the well-know^n Glanclywedog penny 
tokens. The monument to the Coles 
and the Woosnams is to be seen on 
the chancel wall of the church. 
Bowen Woosnam died in 1841 at the 
age of seventy years. His three sons 
were (1) Charles Thomas Woosnam, 
solicitor and Captain of the Volun- 
teers, and who lived at Newtown ; 
(2) General James Bowen Woosnam, 
who early entered the Artillery and 
at the age of seventeen sailed for 
India, was present at the engagements 
in Scinde and in Afghanistan in 1839, 
won a medal at the storming of 
Ghuznee and Khelat, served in the 
army of the Punjaub and received a 
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medal after the siege and surrender 
of Mooltan. He retired from the ser- 
vice as Inspector-General of Ordnance 
with the rank of Major-General in 
1863; (3) Richard Woosnam, M.A., 
M.R.C.S., J. P., became an army sur- 
geon in India, was afterwards private 
secretary to Sir Henry Pottinger 
during the Chinese War, and after- 
wards when he (Sir Henry) governed 
Madras. He was present in the 
battles preceding the first treaty of 
peace signed before Nankin in 1842. 
He received a medal, was appointed 
Assistant- Secretary of Legation to 
Her Majesty's Mission. Afterwards 
successively Deputy-Colonial Secre- 
tary of Hong Kong, secretary to H.M. 
High Commissioner of the Cape of 
Good Hope. He returned to Glandwr 
about 1870 and took part in public 
affairs as Magistrate, Chairman of 
the School Board, Highway Board, 
and as President of the Conservative 
Club. He died in 1888, aged seventy- 
four years, leaving three sons and 
three daughters. 

1836-1837 — Hugh Jones, tanner, was born in 
1784. His business premises were 
at the east of Long Bridge Street 
behind the house where he lived — 
Bodlondeb. His great characteristic 
was his strenuous determination 
towards conduct among his fellow- 
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townsmen consistent with the rule 
of life of the Methodists, among whom 
he was all-powerful. 

It is recorded that on one occasion, 
as he was returning from Bethel 
Chapel to his home, he met a com- 
pany of travelling showmen entering 
the town by the Long Bridge, and 
compelled them to encamp where 
they were, at the entrance to the 
town, until the following day. 

The farmer of Ysgubor Capel, 
desiring in one unusually wet season 
to garner his corn on an odd fine 
Sunday, was ordered by a messenger 
from Hugh Jones to desist, and at 
once left his cart half loaded in the 
field. 

He was a strong, stalwart man, and 
during his Mayoral year sometimes 
acted as his own Constable : we hear 
of him taking one Lewis Humphreys 
by the collar and lodging him safely 
in the crib of the old Market Hall. 

The Mayor's only son died in youth. 
His three daughters were : Mary, who 
married Mr. Watkins, and afterwards 
the Rev. David Charles, D.D., of 
Bala and of Trefecca ; Ann, who 
married Thomas Ffoulkes Roberts 
(Mayor 1847 and afterwards), and 
Elizabeth, who married another of the 
Roberts family, and resided in Man- 
chester. 
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On the 9th of November, 1836, the 
date of the election of Hugh Jones, 
there was a resolution passed to the 
effect " that the practice of illuminat- 
ing on the occasion of the election 
of Mayor for this borough is highly 
dangerous, and that the custom of 
chairing the Mayor on his election 
and the consequent treating by dis- 
tributing liquor amongst the crowd 
is productive of great disorder and 
frequently inducive to breaches of 
the Peace. 

" That the members of the Council 
he ncef onward use, and the supporters 
of this resolution pledge themselves 
to use, their best endeavours on the 
occasions mentioned in the last reso- 
lution to prevent the practice of 
illuminating, and also that they, on 
the like occasions, forbear from treat- 
ing the lower order of people with ale 
or other liquor in the manner that has 
been usual hitherto." 

In the North-west corner of the 
parish churchyard is a railed-in 
memorial-stone to Hugh Jones, gen- 
tleman, tanner, the father of the 
Mayor, who died in 1826 at the 
age of 71 years, and it is there 
recorded that " he carried out the 
business of a tanner in this Town for 
upwards of forty years, with the 
greatest credit to himself as an 
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upright Tradesman and died possessed 
of the Esteem and Love of his Friends 
and Acquaintances." 

In the old Cemetery in High Street 
is the memorial stone to our Mayor, 
who died April 1st, 1857 : 

"well known in the Principality and 
universally esteemed for his sterling 
integrity and high religious character. 
' He descended to the grave in a full age 
as a shock of corn in his season.' Deeply 
lamented by the Church of which he was 
a deacon for upwards of 50 years, by the 
inhabitants of this borough of which he 
was twice elected Mayor and by the 
Calvinistic Methodist Connexion." 

The same stone records his son-in- 
law, the Rev. David Charles, D.D., 
(1812-1871), grandson of the famous 
" Charles of Bala " : 

** and a worthy successor of that emi- 
nent man in promoting the intellectual 
and moral improvement of the Welsh 
people. . . . for 25 years he laboured 
faithfully in education of the young 
ministers at Bala and Trevecca and after- 
ward contributed largely to the establish- 
ment of the University College of Wales. ' ' 

Close by is the tombstone to another 
son-in-law, afterwards many times 
Mayor of the Borough, Thomas 
Ffoulkes Roberts. 

1837-1838 — Thomas Edmund Marsh, solicitor, was 
born in 1803, and was the son of the 
Mayor of 1798. Although Bowen 
Woosnam was chosen to be first 
Mayor after the Municipal revolution 
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(which inaugurated popular civic gov- 
ernment), and according to the minutes 
of the Council was chosen unani- 
mously, we are informed that there 
was a strong feeling on the part of 
the friends of Mr. Marsh that he 
should have been elected in 1836. It 
is moreover affirmed that Hugh Jones 
was chosen second so that Bowen 
Woosnam and T. E. Marsh might not 
as Mayor and ex- Mayor have to sit on 
the magisterial bench together. Red 
House (now Commerce House) was 
the home of the Mayor. Although he 
built, in 1839 (intending it for his 
own residence), Dolenog on a knoll 
over-looking the confluence of the 
Severn and Dulas, and which once 
formed a part of the Glynhafren 
estate, he never went to live there 
himself. 

1838-1839 — David Evans, surgeon, son of David 
Evans, surgeon. This was the year of 
the Chartist troubles, in which the 
Mayor figured very conspicuously. 
His residence was the house at the 
top of Great Oak Street, where 
the veritable Great Oak, the Sunday- 
afternoon rendezvous of the story- 
tellers, had before flourished in the 
salubrious surroundings of pig-styes 
and refuse-tips, and cesspools green 
as grass, which then gave animation 
to our proud thoroughfare. 
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There was at the same period 
another David Evans, the veterinary 
surgeon, who kept the "New Inn," 
which was then a hostelry extending 
over several business premises adjoin- 
ing its now limited site. The David 
Evans of the ** New Inn " was a rela- 
tive of Thomas Evans, retired Surgeon 
to the Army in India, who built 
Maenol, and whose marble memorial 
stone with coat of arms is affixed 
to the Chancel wall of the Parish 
Church. 

The Mayor of this year had a period 
of very exceptional difficulty. We are 
told of his ready wit, in that while the 
crowd, clamouring for the release of 
their friends, who had been arrested 
and lodged in the "Trewythen Arms 
Hotel," were threatening and com- 
mencing the demolition of the building, 
the worthy doctor, while afraid for his 
life, boldly came to the front door of 
the hotel and reminded the crowd how 
many of the Chartists owed their very 
existence to his care in ushering them 
into the world. Although this came 
generally as a joke, and although the 
word went round to " leave the old 
doctor pass," he was hit severely in 
the back with a stone as he hastily 
moved off. At the Montgomeryshire 
Assizes on the 15th July, the leaders 
of the Chartists were charged with 
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havini; ** unla«-fii]]y and riotously 
assembled tc^^her, and b^inning to 
demolish, pull down, and destroy the 
house of Da%'id Evans at Llanidloes.** 
The Da%'id E%'ans here referred to was 
not the Mayor, but the veterinary sur- 
geon and coach driver who had before 
then moved from the "New Inn ** to 
the " Trewythen Arms Hotel." These 
legal proceedings^ are said to have 
brought into the coffers of Marsh and 
Hayviard some £900 in fees. 

It was during the time Sir John 
Edwards was can^-assing for Parlia- 
ment that David Evans, the Mayor, 
had shown his zeal in his support, and 
had the promise from Sir John of a 
** nice whelp." This was duly placed 
in a bag at Machynlleth, and sent by 
messenger by way of the mountain 
road. Having arrived at ''Jack a 
Mawn's," the weary messenger rested 
more peacefully than wisely, and had 
an old trick played upon him. Having 
arrived at Llanidloes later, he found 
to his consternation that the whelp 
was a cat, which Dr. Evans promptly 
returned. The messenger, thinking 
he or the whelp was certainly be- 
witched, returned with the cat, which 
his further unwise drinking on his 
return again "witched" into a whelp. 

Dr. David Evans died August 12th, 
1844, aged 57 years. 
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1839-1840 — Benjamin Jones, banker, who was 
afterwards a Colliery proprietor near 
Llanelly. Benjamin Jones' Bank, 
which was capitalised by the Man- 
chester Bank, occupied the premises 
in High Street now forming the 
business house still called Bank 
Buildings. He was a native of the 
town and succeeded as a banker in a 
very remarkable degree. His per- 
spicuity was as marked as his 
popularity was great. He succeeded 
in the Mayoral chair his great rival. 
The story is told that while this 
Mayor and his ex-Mayor were in 
youth writing at adjoining desks in 
the office of the senior T. E. Marsh, 
the old man used to say that he 
wished he could put Jones' head on 
his son's shoulders. Although Ben- 
jamin Jones but once occupied the 
Mayoral chair, he honoured the office 
on his election by a banquet given to 
all the burgesses. The inns of the 
town were allotted among the voters 
who participated in the general feast. 
It seems almost as if the general 
festivity was a set-off against the 
resolution of 1836, quoted previously, 
and which was reaffirmed in 1837, for 
the chairing of the Mayor on Mayor's 
Leet was carried out with an excep- 
tional exuberance, such as one might 
expect after an unusually generous 
banquet. 
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He was almost chosen to the Chair 
again in November, 1841, when six 
of those present voted for him and 
six others voted for Thomas Hayward, 
Mr. Marsh's partner, to whom we shall 
have to refer later. 

It was during the year of office 
of Benjamin Jones that the Council 
sent its Mayor to make some 
amends, as it judged, for the Chart- 
ist troubles, and the Mayor had to 
obtain Court dress for his visit to Her 
Majesty. 

He had decided to marry, and at 
the same time had asked for a loan 
from the Manchester Bank of £20,000, 
when he was suddenly reported to the 
Bank as living extravagantly and as 
an insecure borrower, and his business 
came to an end with startling sudden- 
ness. His housekeeper had hidden 
£800 then present on the premises in 
the garden of the house, and Benjamin 
Jones removed to Llanelly neighbour- 
hood, where he died in affluence about 
a score years ago. 

When in Llanidloes he built Vaynor 
Park, later the home of the Cleatons. 
1840-1841 — Thomas Hayward, solicitor, who hailed 
from Broseley, Salop, and came to 
Llanidloes to the office of the Marshes, 
married Elizabeth, eldest daughter 
of David Evans (1765-1830), whose 
younger brother, Thomas Evans 
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(1773-1845), previously superintend- 
ent surgeon in the Madras establish- 
ment of the old East India Company, 
where he realised an ample fortune, 
built Maenol, to which he retired, 
served in the Commission of the 
Peace, and as Sheriff of the County 
in 1840, in which year the Assizes 
were held in Newtown. He bequeathed 
£200 to the erection of the organ now 
in Llanidloes Church: while his pro- 
perty was left to the only daughter of 
Mr. Hayward, who became, in 1867, 
the wife of the Rev. Evan Owen 
Phillips, M.A., who, after a brilliant 
career at Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge, w^as for seven years 
Warden of Llandovery School. 
Thence he removed to. the Vicarage 
of Aberystwyth, in 1861, and was 
elected Proctor of Convocation for 
St. David's Diocese until 1874, when 
he was appointed Canon of St. David's 
by Dr. Thirlwall, and afterwards 
Chancellor of the Diocese. Mrs. 
Phillips still resides in Aberystwyth, 
and owns Maenol. 

The name Hayward would seem to 
be most fitting for a Borough official. 
In the earlier diiys of towns, the Hay- 
ward was the officer who took charge 
of the common land or waste, and in 
the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies he acted in all sorts of capacities 
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as a Manorial officer. Curious 
indeed it is that his home in Llan- 
idloes should be Maenol, i.e., the 
Manor House. We cannot be sur- 
prised that Mr. Hay ward was much 
interested in the Encroachment Com- 
mittee of the Council. 

1841-1842— Thomas Hayward. 

The Council was perhaps not always 
an agreeable body : the appointment 
of Mayor frequently went to a division, 
and on this occasion the Mayor was 
reappointed, in opposition to Ben- 
jamin Jones, on a casting vote, himself 
in the chair. 

1842-1843 — Richard Lewis, draper and mercer, 
whose premises were in Long Bridge 
Street (where the establishment still 
remains), was of the same Lewises as 
Edward Lewis of Frankwell, the Town 
Clerk for so many years. He was also 
of a race of Parish Clerks, his own 
brother, Edward Lewis, being of the 
number. The graves and memorial 
stones of the family are on the East 
and North walls of the Parish 
Church. 

From the journals of that date we 
learn that:— , 

*'At the general annual meeting of the 
Town Council of this Borough, held on 
Wednesday, the 9th instant, at the * Red 
Lion ' Hotel, Richard Lewis, mercer, was 
unanimously elected to the civic chair 
without opposition, who was greeted and 
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welcomed with the hearts and voices of 
the jyentry of the borough and neighbour- 
hood, as well as by his fellow -tradesmen 
and townsmen. After the appointment 
of Thomas Hayward, Esq., to fill the 
vacant office of Alderman of the Borough, 
as also the appointment of Town Clerk, 
Treasurer, Crier, and Constables, the 
much -respected iMayor solicited the at- 
tendance of the whole body corporate, 
with several of the gentry of the neigh- 
bourhood, to a splendid banquet at the 
' Lion' Hotel, which was most tastefully 
provided in Mrs. Lewis's well-known 
style. 

"After the cloth was drawn, the Mayor 
proposed ' Her Majesty the Queen ' with 
a bumper, which was most enthusiasti- 
cally responded to by the company, as 
well as many other toasts. Afterwards 
C. T. Woosnam, Esq., solicitor, New- 
town, proposed the health of their worthy 
Chairman. 

'* He said that industry, integrity, so- 
briety, and honesty, were the only laurels 
that were the cause of placing Mr. Lewis 
in the chair which he then occupied — 
which laurels have, from his childhood to 
the present time, adorned his character 
with banners of coeval gratitude and 
friendship which are highly esteemed 
and acknowledged by all who know him.** 

1843-1844 — Thomas Davies, manufacturer, son of 
the Mayor of 1808, and father of the 
Mayors of 1867, 1870, &c., and grand- 
father of the present Town Clerk. He 
enlarged, in 1853, Peter's Factory, or 
the Grybine Mills which, built by Peter 
Jones for carding and slubbing, was 
used by our Mayor for spinning and 
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weaving. He married the only sister 
of John Jenkins, afterwards Town 
Clerk. He died in 1863. 

1844-1845 — Edward Hughes, manufacturer, lived 
in Long Bridge Street. He was born 
in 1784. His wife was Ann, daughter 
of Robert Jones of Gleiniant, Tref- 
eglwys. She died in 1837, aged 63. 
The Town Factory, now run by Wil- 
liam Morris & Sons, was built in 1834 
upon the site of the eighteenth-cen- 
tury factory, which gave place to a 
kiln for drying oats, and then to the 
old foundry. Mrs. Cole, of Glancly- 
wedog, intended to transfer the busi- 
ness there, and the property, purchased 
from Lord Mostyn, was afterwards 
tenanted by Edward Hughes from 
1834 to 1845, when he was followed 
by Thomas Jones, senior, until the 
latter removed to the new factory, 
now called the Cambrian Mills, in 
1852. 

This Mayor met his death during 
his year of office. 

May-Nov., | — Edmund Cleaton, son of John 
1845 ) Cleaton, was elected in May on 
the sudden death of Edward Hughes. 
His election took place in the very 
room in which he was born at Frank- 
well, then the most frequent meeting- 
place of the Council, as it was the 
residence of the Town Clerk. This 
Mayor had in 1838 built the Glyn 
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THOMAS DAVIES. 
Mayor 1843. 

From a painting in the possession of his Grandsons at Llwyn. 
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THOMAS HAYWARD. 
Mayor 1840-1. 

From an oil painting in possession of his daughter, Mrs. Phillips. 
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RICHARD LEWIS. 
Mayor 1842. 
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EDMUND CLEATON, J. P. 
Mayor 1845 and 1851. 
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THOMAS FFOULKES ROBERTS. 
Mayor 1847, 1857, 1864, 1873. 
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RICHARD HOLMES. 

Mayor 1849. 

From a water-colour painting in possession of his grandson at Penyrallt. 
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DAVID KINSEY. 
Mayoh 1850. 
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JOHN JONES (IDRISYN). 
Mayor 1852. 
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JOHN HUGH HOLMES. 
Mayor 1856. 
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factory, on the Clywedog, on land 
leased from the Mytton family: this 
factory became in its time the largest 
and most commodious in the district. 
In conjunction with this, he worked 
for many years Pryse's factory, on 
the Lower Green, and also the Great 
Oak Street factories. In 1864 these 




^<al»^'=^X 



works were d isposed of to the Cambrian 
Flannel Company, of Newtown and 
Llanidloes, floated with a capital of 
£50,000, and this Company also ac- 
quired the Cambrian Factory. 

The grandfather of Edmund Cleaton 

was Reinallt Cleaton of the Gorn, who 

figures frequently in his days as a 

supporter of the cause of the early 

8 
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Methodists. He was an " exhorter," 
and in 1779 gave the land upon which 
the first Calvinistic Methodist Chapel 
was erected. In 1804 his son, John 
Cleaton, father of two Mayors of Llan- 
idloes, gave land for the extension of 
the Chapel. 

1845-1846 — Hugh Jones, tanner. 

1846-1847 — David Jervis, draper and grocer, was 
a bachelor. He was friendly with 
the Marsh family. His tombstone is 
on the North side of the Church. 

1847-1848 — Thomas Ffoulkes Roberts, tanner, 
born 1816, was the son of Dr. David 
Roberts, of Mynydd-y-go*, Anglesea, 
and Sarah, sister of John Ffoulkes, 
sheriff of Montgomeryshire in 1846, 
and a descendant of the Lloyds of 
Plasyndre, Bala, who had inter- 
married with the Bowens of Tyddyn. 
His brother was Sir William Roberts, 
Knight, F.R.S., the eminent Man- 
chester physician. He married in 
1843 Ann (1820-1888), second daugh- 
ter of Hugh Jones (Mayor in 1836 
and 1845), and lived first at Broom- 
cliffe and then at Dolenog, which had 
been built in 1839 by Thomas Edmund 
Marsh. He died in 1883 and was 
buried in the Dolhafren Cemetery, 
where a granite column marks his 
grave. His sons and daughters are 
Thomas Ffoulkes Roberts of Bryn- 
tail ; David Roberts, manager of the 
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Princes' Road Branch of the North 
and South Wales Bank in Liverpool ; 
Dr. William John Roherts of Knayton, 
in Yorkshire; Sarah Ann, who mar- 
ried Mr. Jones, draper, of Liverpool ; 
May, the wife of Dr. J. Rose Bradford, 
M.D., F.R.S., and Sarah Elizabeth, 
who married Mr. Edwards, Bank 
Inspector and Manager of Leyland's 
Branch, Liverpool. 

The Mayor was renowned for his 
gifted oratorical powers throughout 
the Methodist Churches of Wales. 
He was for many years the most 
prominent of the local Justices of the 
Peace. 

1848-1849 — William Jerman, builder, timber mer- 
chant and estate agent of Llan- 
idloes and Rhayader, had his place of 
business on the Upper Green. The 
family were members of the Society 
of Friends in earlier days : we find 
references throughout the Gaol Files 
to the Llanidloes Jermans. We have 
referred under 1677 to the raid upon 
John Jerman's house in the town, 
when he and Griffith Jerman had 
their cattle seized to the value of ten 
pounds in money of that date. But 
this was no deterrent. In 1679 
Griffith Jerman of Llanidloes and 
John and Lewis Jerman of Llangurig 
were all " presented " for not attend- 
ing church. In 1683 Edward Jerman 
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of Llanifyny and John Jerman of 
Glyngynwydd were presented. 

Our Mayor was born in 1800, and 
in the course of his business built 
Dolenog, Vaynor Park, and other 
residences about the town. He died 
at Brookside in 1880. The only por- 
trait he ever had taken was a sil- 
houette, which his daughter, who 
still resides at Brookside, possesses. 

1849-1850 — Richard Holmes came to Llanidloes 
through the influence of Charles 
Cole the manufacturer, of Glancly- 
wedog. He ran a factory at Cwm- 
belan for carding and stubbing for 
the townspeople. He received a 
legacy from Thomas Evans, owner of 
Maenol, and afterwards lived in High 
Street. He died November 24th, 1861, 
aged 68, and his wife, Eleanor, died 
ten years later. Their grave is at the 
East end of the Church. Richard 
Holmes was a regular preacher at the 
Welsh Wesleyan Chapel in the town. 

1850-1851 — David Kinsey, draper and grocer, 
was evidently made Chief Magistrate 
against his will, for in the minute- 
books of the Council we find the 
following copy of a letter: — 

Town Clerk's Office, 

Llanidloes, 
9 Nov., 1850. 
Dear Sir, — 

I am directed by the Council of 
the Borough of Llanidloes to give you 
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notice that you have this day been 
elected Mayor of the said Borough for 
the ensuing year, and that unless you 
accept the said office within five days 
from the date hereof you will be subject 
to a penalty of twenty-five pounds. 
I am, Dear Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

JOHN MARSH, 
Mr. Aid. David Kinsey, Town Clerk. 

China Street, Llanidloes. 

Although the refractory Mayor did 
sign the declaration, he seems to 
have officiated only three times : at 
the first of these — a quarterly meet- 
ing — the Council just passed one reso- 
lution, namely, to adjourn ; at the 
second they appointed Auditors and 
received a Street Surveyor's account 
before adjourning, and on the third 
occasion they revised the Burgess lists. 
Alderman Kinsey was the fourth son 
of Evan Kinsey of Penyrallt, and was 
born in 1817. The table monument 
to Evan Kinsey, near the Church 
porch, records his death, aged 82, 
in 1851, and his wife ten years 
later, aged 78. He was apprenticed 
in High Street, with Humphrey 
Gwalchmai, whose memorial tablet 
has in recent years been placed in 
front of the Calvinistic Methodist 
Chapel in China Street. He started 
business in 1839 in the premises until 
late years occupied by his son, the late 
David Lloyd Kinsey, and since during 
that time the mines were flourishing 
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and there was a great boom in 
trade owing to the approaching days 
of railways, he was able, in 1866, to 
retire to Morfodion, which farm he 
worked until 1892, when he retired to 
Brynllys, where he died in 1902. 

Our older people will not soon 
forget how, after a quarterly visit to 
Manchester or London, the farmers' 
waggons of the district round would 
all be chartered on a certain day to 
bring up the valley the goods he had 
ordered, and the train of waggons 
would be brought into the town with 
such a fuss and rumbling as to 
bring all people to the doors to read 
unwittingly the Kinsey advertise- 
ment. 

1851-1852— Edmund Cleaton. 

1852- I — John Jones, printer, was one of the 
Oct., 1853) roll of famous literary printers of 
our town. He was born near Dol- 
gelley in 1804 and claimed descent 
from Elis Wynn (1670-1734), "Y 
Bardd Cwsg.** He was a local 
preacher with the Wesleyans and 
placed in subordinate charge of the 
printing department of the Connexion, 
which was situated at the time in 
Llanfair Caereinion. Tradition says 
that he had lodged, at a district 
meeting in Llanidloes in 1826, at the 
house of Pryce Wilson the saddler, 
whose daughter had attracted his 
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fancy, and that the Wesleyans soon 
learnt in earnest language that of all 
Welsh towns the best station for their 
book-room and printing-office was 
surely Llanidloes. This took place in 
1837, and from the press in the 
" Elephant Buildings,** Long Bridge 
Street, were issued in 1845 a six- 
volume commentary entitled " Yr 
Esboniad Beirniadol," in 1852 and 
again in 1885 ** Y Deonglydd Beirn- 
iadol " (5 vols.), which reached eight 
editions and 30,000 copies, and of 
which our printer was author. He 
also wTOte volumes and pamphlets of 
sermons, poems, etc., in Welsh, and 
printed the monthly magazine of the 
Connexion, ** Yr Eurgravvn Wesley- 
aidd," and " Yr Athraw" of Humphrey 
Gwalchmai, a " Body of Divinity ** in 
Welsh, and an Exposition on the 
Romans by the Rev. Samuel Davies. 
He translated into Welsh the Queen's 
"Journal of our Life in the High- 
lands,** which is said to be marked by 
" much idiomatic felicity.** In 1854 
he seceded from the Wesleyans and 
was, after being curate at Llandyssul 
on the Teifi, appointed to the vicar- 
age of Llandysiliogogo, near New 
Quay, in Cardiganshire. In 1881 he 
was granted a Civil List pension of 
£50 through Mr. Gladstone's Govern- 
ment. In the headland churchyard 
of Llandysilio a marble monument 
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on freestone plinth marks the grave 
of Idrisyn. Its inscription reads : — 

In loving memory of 

Elizabeth Wilson 

the beloved wife of the 

Rev. John Jones (Idrisyn) Vicar of 

this parish : died November 10 

1880 aged 72. 

* « « 

Also of the above named 

Revd John Jones, Idrisyn 

who died August 17 1887 aged 83 years. 

In the chancel of the Church a 
white marble, mounted in black 
marble, tablet is erected : — 

Sacred to the memory of the 

Revd John Jones, (Idrisyn) 

who was for 29 years vicar of this parish. 

Author of " Y Deonglydd Beirniadol,'' 

and other works in the Welsh language, 

Born at Dolgelley, January 20th 1804, 

died at New Quay, August 17th 1887 

Aged 83. 

Also of 
Elizabeth Wilson 
his loving and faithful wife, 
who died November 10th 
Aged 72 
Their remains are interred in this church- 
yard 
'* Er edwi, bydd yr awdwr — Idrisyn, 
Drwy oesau'n ddysgawdwr ; 
Y bedd, lie gorwedd y gwr, 
Ni ro'es ben ar y' sponiwr. 

Y Prif Fardd Berw." 

On the 4th October, 1853, John 
Jones, Mayor, signed and sealed his 
resignation of his office of Mayor, 
and all his " right, title and claim 
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thereto." For the remaining month 

of office, during w hich were no minutes, 

Thomas Jones was Mayor. 

Idrisyn's blind brother was for 

many years precentor at the Welsh 

Wesleyan Chapel in the town, his 

son, the Rev. Pryce Wilson Jones, is 

rector of Marcross, Llantwit-major, 

and Idrisyn*s daughter lives still in 

New Quay. 

Oct.4-Nov.9,l rp. , 

-«-« [ — Thomas Jones. 

1853-1854 — John Cleaton, manufacturer, brother 
of the Mayor of 1851, lived in Great 
Oak Street, at what is now Compton 
House. He had a large family. His 
son. Dr. John Cleaton, was a very 
successful medical man and was 
appointed Commissioner on Lunacy. 

1854-1855 — Thomas Jones, senior, manufacturer, 
came from Kerry, where his father, 
Thomas Jones, was whitesmith. He 
was of the family of Richard Jones 
of Greenwich, who endowed Kerry 
School. The Mayor*s grandfather 
lived in London also, and was buried 
at St. MartinVin-the-Fields. He left 
by will £800 to each of his four chil- 
dren. The Mayor was born in 1792, 
and married Elizabeth Brown of 
Crowlwm, whose family history can 
be traced back at that residence for 
two-and-a-half centuries. Mr. Jones 
worked the Town Factory after the 
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death of Edward Hughes (Mayor 
1845), but built a new factory on 
the Clywedog (the Cambrian), where 
he removed in 1852. The largest 
portion of the Cambrian Factory 
was built at that time, but it was 
very considerably enlarged in 1856. 
Mr. Jones was a prominent Calvin- 
istic Methodist deacon, and died in 
affluence in 1862. 

1855-1856 — David Davies, manufacturer, brother 
of the Mayor of 1843. He succeeded 
Messrs. Ingham & Cole in 1828 in the 
working of the Glanclywedog Factory, 
where he introduced mule-spinning 
into the district in 1835, and power- 
looms in 1837, a somewhat early date 
for these machines. They were not 
very largely used, however, on account 
of the opposition to the introduction 
of machinery which made itself so 
evident in the North of England and 
other industrial centres in the alarm- 
ing outbreak of the Luddites. Paltry 
excuses were made by the workmen to 
shirk the working of the machines. 
It was not unusual to find a man 
complaining that his arm was "nearly 
oflF" with a day's work at the ma- 
chinery. 

1856-1857 — John Hugh Holmes, draper. Long 
Bridge Street, son of the Mayor of 
1849. He married, in 1849, the 
daughter of the Mayor of 1842, and 
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from the news of the date we are 
able to give an account of the inter- 
esting event: — 

"At Llanidloes, on the 11th instant, 
Mr. John Hugh Holmes, one of the town 
council of this borough, son of Richard 
Holmes, Esq., Mayor, was married to 
Miss Lewis, only daughter of Mr. 
Richard Lewis, Mercer, and one of the 
aldermen of the borough. About nine 
o'clock the young bridegroom, accom- 
panied by his Father in a carriage and 
four, proceeded to the house of the fair 
bride, who with her father and the wed- 
ding party proceeded to Church. The 
ceremony was performed by the Rev. A. 
H. P. Newman. Shortly afterwards the 
amiable young pair left town in a car- 
riage and four, en route for London, to 
pass the honeymoon. 

"Two beautiful arches of flowers and 
evergreens adorned the entrances from 
the street to the Church. At two o'clock 
about seventy of the tradesmen and in- 
habitants sat down to a sumptuous enter- 
tainment at the Lion Hotel, where the 
evening was spent in the greatest hilarity, 
and songs, toasts, glees, and speeches 
were given. At four o'clock the bride's 
father gave a splendid dinner to all the 
members of both families. The day was 
generally kept as a holiday, and a brass 
band and the ringing of the church bells 
much enlivened the day." 

A tombstone in the Churchyard 
records the death of John Hugh 
Holmes, in 1861, aged 39. 

1857-1858— Thomas Ffoulkes Roberts. 

1858-1859 — William Swancott, tanner and cur- 
rier, Great Oak Street, was born at 



Digitized by 



Google 



124 MUNICIPAL HISTORY 



Llanidloes on the 6th of April, 1812, 
and was the son of David and 
Margaret Swancott and grandson of 
Philip Swancott, the latter of whom, 
migrating from the neighbourhood of 
Carno, settled in Llanidloes far back 
in the eighteenth century. There were 
Swancotts in Llanidloes Hundred in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and 
Philip Swancott appears in a roll of 
men of the Hundred of that date. To 
the present day Philip is a favourite 
family name. 

William Swancott, until his death 
in 1873, continued the business of 
tanner and currier which had been 
commenced by Philip Swancott long 
years before. His wife, who was Miss 
Catherine Marshall of Llanidloes, pre- 
deceased him on the 12th of June, 
1872. 

Although in politics a stalwart 
Conservative, and in religious life a 
Wesleyan, he never allowed political 
partisanship and religious opinions to 
stultify the sound judgment which he 
always applied both in civic life and 
on the magisterial bench. In the fore- 
front of the municipal life of the 
town, his colleagues, showed their 
high appreciation of his services by 
electing him to the civic chair as Chief 
Magistrate of the Borough on three 
occasions. 
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He was buried in the Parish Church- 
yard, where a white marble obelisk near 
the Church door marks his grave. 

William Swancott's sterling charac- 
ter, his level-headed perspicacity, and 
his great ability were such as to place 
him high in the roll of those who have 
served their fellows in the town of 
Llanidloes. 

The Council entered in its minutes 
in 1873 its acknowledgment of "the 
great services rendered to this Coun- 
cil and the Borough by the sound 
judgment, upright demeanour, and 
able conduct of the late Mayor." 

1859-1860— John Kinsey of the "Mount Inn," 
maltster and innkeeper, born in 1800, 
was brother and neighbour of the 







Mayor of 1850. His " malthouse " was 
at the top of Smithfield Street. His 
wife Anne died in 1870, aged 63 years. 
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On the south side of the Churchyard 
path a memorial-stone records the 
names of three children who died 
young: Mrs. Hvan Jones of Pantydwr, 
his daughter, still survives. John 
Kinsey died at the age of 76 years 
at Mount Villa, whither he had re- 
tired twelve years previously. 

The Telet^mphf which was the Llan- 
idloes weekly paper of that date, in an 
obituary notice states that : — 

" He resided at the Inn about thirty 
years, during which time his genial and 
kind disposition as a host and a gentle- 
man gathered around him many friends 
and admirers." 

1860-1861— William Swancott. 

1861-1862 — Thomas Jones, senior, for the third 
time elected Mayor, died in office this 
term, and in ** lamenting the loss of 
his powerful support and sagacious 
advice," the Council passed a reso- 
lution of sympathy, stating that in 
him " were united in a rare degree 
firmness in the discharge of his offi- 
cial duties, kindness of disposition, 
simplicity of manner, and unflinching 
integrity in all the relations of life." 

May-Nov., ) — John Brown, builder, was born in 
1862 f 1800. The family had come to the 
town from Derbyshire about two gene- 
rations previously as agents to the 
Lords Mostyn at the Berthlwyd estate. 
They were originally members of the 
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Society of Friends, and gave new life 
for a time to the old Societies founded 
here hi the seventeenth century. The 
Mayor married Elizabeth Ashton of 
Maesyblawd, and used to attend regu- 
larly the Sunday meetings at Esgair 
Goch, Staylittle, a walk to his place 
of worship which must have been no 
small undertaking on the stormy Sun- 
days of the winter. His daughter, 
Elizabeth, was the wife of the late 
John Baxter Owen, J. P., of Glandulas. 
His labours may still be seen in the 
buildings of " Bank House," the 
" Stag," and other structures of the 
town. He died on June 21st, 1875, 
and a stone near the entrance to the 
Parish churchyard marks his grave. 

His business at the " Clois" is still 
carried on by his grandsons. 

1862-1863 — Edward Rees, manufacturer, bought 
the Glanclywedog Factory, in 1862, 
at the sale of the Trewythen Estate. 
In 1864 the Welsh Flannel and Tweed 
Company was formed by the consoli- 
dation of the manufactories of Edmund 
Cleaton, with its headquarters at 
Pryse's Factory on the Lower Green. 
The Company had seventeen carding 
engines, forty-one power-looms, and 
nearly four thousand spindles at the 
Glyn Factory, and four carding en- 
gines, with spinning machines and 
power-looms at Glanclywedog. The 
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Company employed 320 hands, and 
turned out 2,150 pieces of flannel, 
1,500 yards of Welsh tweed, 600 to 
yards of shirting, and 300 to 400 
shawls per annum. Our Mayor was 
acting manager, and Mr. Cleaton resi- 
dent director of the Company. 

1863-1864 — Thomas Jones, manufacturer, son and 
namesake of the Mayor of 1854, etc., 
was horn on May 5th, 1829. He 
was in early youth placed by his 
father in the management of the 
factory. They first worked the Bridge 
End Factory and afterwards, in 1852, 
Glanclywedog Factory. They built 
the Cambrian Mills on the site of the 
old Glanclywedog corn mill, and the 
Mayor was in 1866 placed as manager 
over the Cambrian Flannel Company's 
works at the Cambrian Mills in New- 
town and the Cambrian Mills in 
Llanidloes. Under the" management 
of Mr. Jones the Company — which 
numbered among its directors and 
shareholders the aristocracy of Wales 
— manufactured the greatest amount 
of Welsh fabrics ever turned out by 
any firm, amounting, in fact, to five 
thousand pieces of worsted per annum. 

Thomas Jones was also interested 
in mining, and was for some time 
director of Bryntail Mine. 

He had previously lived at the old 
Glanclywedog House, but in 1870 he 
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Mayor 1859. 
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JOHN BROWN. 
Mayor 1862. 

From an old portrait on glass in possession of his grandsons. 
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THOMAS JONES. 
Mayor 1863 and 1865. 
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WILLIAM ABEL DAVIES, M.R.C.S. 
Mayor 1866 and 1873. 
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WILLIAM THOMAS. 
Mayor 1868, 1875, 1883, 1886, 1887, 1891. 
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Mayor 1869. 
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removed to Summerfield, which he 
had huilt on the pleasant bank over- 
looking the confluence of the Severn 
and Clyvvedog, and which is one of 
the best built houses in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

In politics Mr. Jones is Liberal. 
He has interested himself greatly in 
the parish charities. For several 
years he was on the management of 
the British School and member of 
the School Board, of which he suc- 
ceeded Richard VVoosnam of Glandwr 
as chairman. He has served on the 
Board of Guardians and as Overseer, 
and was from its inauguration for 
many years on the Burial Board. 

On the Council he has filled every 
office, and through his strenuous 
endeavours the former private meet- 
ings of the Council were thrown open 
to the public. He was chosen Mayor 
at the early age of 34 years and was 
the youngest Alayor since the passing 
of the Municipal Act. 

Mr. Jones' later life took him to 
London, but he has now returned to 
the town of his youthful activity and 
is always ready to speak of the youth- 
ful days and doings of the Corporation. 
1864-1865— Thomas Ffoulkes Roberts. 
1865-1866 — Thomas Jones. 

In 1867 a presentation was made to 
Thomas Jones of Glanclywedog of 
9 
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a handsome timepiece because *• he 
stayed the exodus of the Welsh flan- 
nel trade** to the North of England. 
He had overcome the suspicion and 
mistrust which had prevented ma- 
chinery being made use of to the 
fullest extent, and under the new con- 
ditions of work in England the Welsh 
industry ran a risk of dropping be- 
hind the times. 

1866-1867— William Abel Davies, M.R.C.S., licen- 
tiate of Apothecaries* Hall, was born 
in 1833 at Aberystwyth. He suc- 
ceeded Dr. Ellis Jones in the town. 
His surgery was first at the corner of 
Short Bridge Street and China 
Street, whence he removed to Castle 
House. Dr. Davies was Medical Offi- 
cer of Health for the Llanidloes and 
Newtown Union, and surgeon to the 
Van and other mines and to the 4th 
Montgomeryshire Rifles. He died in 
1877, and was succeeded by Dr. Jonas 
Howe. 

1867-1868 — Thomas Davies, flannel manufacturer, 
was the son of the Mayor of 1843, and 
grandson of the Mayor of 1808. He 
was born in 1834, and educated at 
Llanidloes and at Ludlow Grammar 
School. He married, in 1864, Miss 
Morgan, of Crescent House, New- 
town. He continued the flannel manu- 
facturing business which his father 
had established upwards of thirty 
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years before, and in the year 1863, hav- 
ing then taken his younger brother, 
Alderman Edward Davies, into part- 
nership, the firm of "T. & E. Davies" 
purchased the Phoenix Steam Mills, 
which had been previously built and 
worked by their uncle, David Davies 
of Glanclywedog (Mayor in 1855). 
They worked at the same time the 
Crybine Mills, and subsequently the 
Bridgend Mills also, which latter they 
purchased in 1879, during the whole 
of that time employing a large num- 
ber of hands. The following is an 
extract from the Newtown Express^ 
November, 1866:— 

The Royal Order at Newtown. 

It is with great pleasure we learn that 
the Flannel to be supplied to Her Majesty 
the Queen by Mr. Pryce Jones, Newtown 
[now Sir Pryce Pryce-Jones] , has been 
manufactured by Messrs. T. & E. Davies, 
Phoenix Steam Mills, Llanidloes, whose 
excellence in this staple tr^de has rightly 
obtained Royal recognition. 

In addition to the manufacturing 
business, T. & E. Davies carried on 
extensive farming operations, our 
Mayor being regarded as an authority 
on stock breeding. 

Mr. Davies entered the Council in 
1863, and was elected Mayor in 1867, 
being then 33 years of age. In 1873 
he was made an Alderman. He was 
for many years Chairman of the 
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Sanitary Committee. He was a Com 
missioner of Income and Land Tax 
Poor- Law Guardian, Overseer, mem 
berof Highway Board, Churchwarden 
and manager of the National Schools 
and was associated with the forma 
tion of the St. Idloes Lodge of Free 
masons and of the Llanidloes Gas 
Company, of which latter he for some 
time discharged the duties of Secre- 
tary. 

He died at Highgate House in 1887, 
leaving four sons and two daughters, 
and was interred in Dolhafren Ceme- 
tery. 

His eldest daughter is the wife of 
Colonel Davies-Jenkins, J. P., of Peny- 
green, and his sons, John and Arthur 
Davies, are Solicitors, holding several 
public appointments at Llanidloes, 
including Clerkship to Borough and 
County Magistrates, Registrarship of 
County Court, and Town Clerkship. 

fseS-l 869— William Thomas, iron founder and 
engineer, filled a large part in the 
commercial, political, and municipal 
life of the town. He was one of the 
men who rose to a position of wealth 
and influence on the crest of the wave 
of con[imercial activity in Wales when 
the railways and mines were in their 
full activity. He was the eldest son 
of a farmer of Llanwyddelan, and was 
bom at Bryncoch in that village. He 
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was apprenticed to Mr. Hughes, of 
Green Lane, Abermule, wheelwright. 
The Mayor's father having removed 
to Cwmcwtta, between Trefeglwys 
and .Llanwnog, he went there too, 
and commenced a small iron foundry, 
where he made agricultural imple- 
ments, and machinery for Dylife 
mines (in which the Rt. Hon. John 
Bright had interests). In 1851 Mr. 
Thomas removed to Llanidloes, and 
here gained a reputation for the manu- 
facture of lead-mining machinery. The 
railway boom also came at a time to 
be of service to our Mayor's industry: 
he supplied the necessary iron work 
for the Newtown and Llanidloes Rail- 
w^ay, the Wrexham, Mold and Con- 
nah's Quay Railway, the Manchester 
and Milford Railway (or, should we 
say, Pencader and Trawscoed Rail- 
way, the railw^ay of great ambition and 
small performance ?), and the Neath 
and Brecon Railway. The business 
grew far beyond the bounds of the 
Principality. The Foundry was at 
one period sold to the Railway Com- 
pany, but they failed to complete the 
purchase, and a second time to 
Lefeaux and Company. For five 
years it was under the control of 
Henry Clifton Carver, who retired 
in 1872. 

Mr. Thomas was elected to the 
Council soon after he settled in the 
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town, and enjoyed the distinction of 
being chosen Mayor five times. 

He was made Justice of the Peace 
in 1881, and was highly respected in 
that capacity for his integrity and sin- 
cerity of purpose. He was for nearly 
twenty years a deacon of the Cal- 
vinistic Methodist Church in China 
Street. He died at Mid-Wales Villa 
in August, 1893, at the age of 70 
years, and was buried in Dolhafren 
Cemetery, where a white marble 
stone marks his grave. 

This Mayor first wore the civic 
chain and robe of office in his fifth 
Mayoral year of 1887, and he him- 
self presented to the Borough its 
Mayoral hat and robe. 

1869-1870 — Richard Mills, publisher, lived at 
** The Green " during his Mayoral 
year. He was agent of the Green 
Estate. Richard Mills was one of a 
family whose services to music and 
literature are acknowledged through- 
out the Principality. He was born in 
1809, and was the son of Edward 
Mills (1780-1850). His uncle, Richard 
Mills, author of " Caniadau Seion," 
&c., was also born in 1809, a few 
months before the Mayor. The Mayor 
inherited a love of music from his 
uncles, James and Richard Mills, and 
shared with his brothers a delight in 
literature and natural science. His 
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youngest brother, the Rev. John 
Mills (leuan Glan Alarch), F.R.G.S., 
F.R.A.S., of London, was well known 
as the authorof **Y Cerddor Eglwysig," 
♦*Yr Attoddiad," "YCanor," "Y Cer- 
ddor Dirwestol/' *' Cerddor yr Ysgol 
Sul," &c. ; his eldest brother, Edward, 




THE GREEN. 

as the author of "Y Darluniadur Anian- 
yddol." The Mayor himself was most 
at home in his peaceful library, where 
he had gathered the treasures of 
Welsh literature, yet he claimed a 
full share of public work. He was 
in the forefront of local choral soci- 
eties, religious and temperance move- 
ments, a deacon of the Calvinistic 
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Methodist Church and held a promi- 
nent place in the Councils of the 
Monthly Meeting. 

He wrote essays on the local 
history of the town, especially in 
connection with former preachers 
and deacons, societies and musicians. 
He purchased the "Albion Press," 
which, founded by Idrisyn, had passed 
from his hands to Edward Jones, then 
to his son, John Mendus Jones (an 
active member of the Town Council), 
then to our Mayor. 

He died at Glanclywedog, the resi- 
dence of his son-in-law. Alderman 
Willfam George, in 1896, aged 87 
years. 

Richard Mills! ei cnw yiitau 

Garia hancs yn ci g61 
Y mae ilawer fei fy hunan 

Mewn galargan ar ei ol 

* • • • 

Cadd y drcflan wir Gynghorydd 

Yn ei bvvyll a'i fedr ef ; 
A choronodd ei hanrhydedd 
Pan y rhoddodd ef i cistedd 

Ar orseddfainc Maer y dref. 
Ynddo cafodd gvvlad ci horacl 

Mewn Rhyddfrydwr hyd y earn, — 
Gydag agwedd dywysogol 
Gerddodd ar y blaen yn vvrol, 

Cerddodd ganol llwybr barn. 

— Mordaf. 

1870-1871— Edward Davies. 

In the year 1863 we find in the old 
minute-books of the Council that 
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THOMAS DAVIES. 
Mayor 1867. 

An early portrait. 
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THOMAS DAVIES. 
Mayor 1867. 

A later portrait. 
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Alderman Edward Davies acted as 
deputy Town Clerk to his uncle, Mr. 
John Jenkins, and held this office for 
three years until he became a mem- 
ber of the Council. We have referred 
to his family before. His grandfather 
was Mayor in 1808, his father in 1843, 
his uncle in 1855, and his elder 
brother in 1867, while the Town- 
Clerkship has been in the family 
practically without intermission for 
the last fifty-six years. 

Alderman Davies was educated at 
Llanidloes and at Shrewsbury, enter- 
ing business in 1854 at Birmingham, 
whence he afterwards removed to 
Manchester, and then to London. 
In 1863 he entered into partnership 
with his elder brother as manufac- 
turer of Welsh flannel. In 1862 he 
became Secretary to the Gas Com- 
pany, and in 1876 he held the respon- 
sible position of Hon. Secretary of the 
Montgomeryshire Agricultural Soci- 
ety's Show at Llanidloes, which proved 
to be the record show of that series. 

We find his name frequently as 
Mayor in the annals of the Borough, 
as our records prove. In 1883 he was 
elected Alderman, and was in 1894 
made County Justice of the Peace. 
He was a member of the School 
Board from ' its inception in 1872, 
and Chairman from 1881 to its dis- 
solution in 1904. Since the year 1878 
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Aid. Davies has been a member of the 
Burial Board, and has served fre- 
quently as Guardian, Chui*chwarden, 
and Overseer. From 1876 he has been 
a Commissioner of Taxes, and has been 
for many years closely connected with 
the distribution of the Parochial 
Charities. In 1876 Mr. Davies, with 
four others, founded the local lodge of 
Freemasons, of which he was the Wor- 
shipful Master in 1883 and Provincial 
Grand Sword- Bearer for North Wales 
in 1892. 

He is still a member of the Town 
Council, and Chairman of important 
Standing Committees. 

1871-1872— William Williams, "Captain" of the 
Van Mines, was born in 1825 at the 
Golch, near Holywell, in Flintshire. 
He gained his practical experience of 
mining at the Hoi way Mines in that 
county, where he worked under Mr. 
Harrison at 4d. a day. Leaving here, 
he spent some time at Llanrwst and 
Dolgelley before coming to the Dyfn- 
gwn Mines, near Dylife, and then to 
the Gorn Mines. 

The mines of Llanidloes neighbour- 
hood appear to have been worked by 
the British in pre- Roman times.* The 
Romans must have worked the Van 
Mines, as is evident by the Roman road 
leading to .the mine from Caersws. 

* v. Powys Club Collections, vol. iii, p. 289. 
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It would be a long story to trace the 
history of the mine downward from 
that time. Our Mayor is remembered 
to-day as one of the most energetic 
" captains " the Van has seen. In 1 850 
Lefeaux, Howell and Morris spent (in 
vain) £700 in two years in searching 
for the lode : four years later than this, 
work was resumed under Captain 
Williams, at that time agent at Pen- 
clun, who discovered lead at once, but 
very few men were engaged, and Mr. 
Williams had to offer his services gra- 
tuitously in order to keep the owners 
to their purpose of working the mine. 
It was not until 1865 that the mine 
became prosperous, and then the out- 
lay had reached £1,680. In April, 

1866, the first consignment of forty 
tons was sold. Mr. Howell had died 
before this time, and Mr. Morris, who 
had come to reside at Dol-llys, died in 

1867. In October, 1868, the mine 
was sold by order of the Court of 
Chancery, and was bought by a Lon- 
don Company for £46,000, when it 
was yielding about a hundred tons of 
ore per month. The original shares 
at £4 5s. were quoted before the 
close of the year at £30, and rapidly 
mounted up to £84 on March 21st, 
1870. The greatest output under 
Captain Williams was 500 tons 
galena per month, together with 400 
tons of zinc blende, which brought in 
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about £36,000 per annum. About 
550 men were employed. 

It was through the influence of our 
Mayor, who was an enthusiastic Wes- 
leyan, that the neat Wesleyan Chapel 
at the Van was built. The building 
was dedicated on June 30th, 1872, 
and Captain Williams preached the 
first sermon. 

On New Year's Day, 1870, our 
Mayor was presented with a silver 
breakfast-service of great value, in- 
scribed : — 

" Presented to Captain Williams by the 
gentlemen and tradesmen of the neigh- 
bourhood and by the workmen at the 
Van Mines as a testimonial for the skill, 
energy and perseverance which he has 
shown in developing the mineral wealth 
of the Llanidloes district." 

He died in 1879 at the Van and is 
buried at Caerau. 

1872-1873— William Swancott, for the third time. 
He died of apoplexy, aged 60 years, 
on February 16th, 1873. 

1*87'^ '* \ — Thomas Ffoulkes Roberts. 
1873-1874— William Abel Davies. 

1874-1875 — John Kitto, mining agent, was born at 
Rose, near Truro, in 1830, and after 
gaining experience of mining, became 
*' captain" at Falmouth, then at Fox- 
dale in the Isle of Man, and then near 
Shrewsbury previous to his coming 
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to Llanidloes in 1870. While here 
he worked the mines at Brynpostig 
and Cwmfron, and lived in the town 
at Red House (now Commerce House), 




later at Vaynor Park, then at Glandwr. 
He died at Aberystwyth in 1903, 
aged 73, and is buried in Dolhafren 
Cemetery. 
1875-1876— Willian) Thomas. 
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1876-1877 — Robert Gawthorpe Greenhow, born at 
Bury, Lancashire, July 30th, 1829, 
was the second son of John and 
Anne Greenhow of Bury, Lancashire. 
He was educated at Bury, then at 
Kendal Grammar School. Later he 
served his time with Sharp, Stewart 
and Co., Atlas Works, Manchester, as 
locomotive engineer. He came here 
to the Foundry, then the Head 
Railway Depdt, as locomotive super- 
intendent, and married, January 4th, 
1869, Mrs. Benson of the Trewythen 
Arms Hotel, where he afterwards 
resided. He was lieutenant of the 
Volunteers in 1869, and also Church- 
warden. He died at Well House, 
Market Deeping, in 1897. 

1877-1878 — Richard Jones, watchmaker and sta- 
tioner in Long Bridge Street, was the 
son of a land surveyor, whose widow 
kept a drapery establishment in Long 
Bridge Street. He was greatly inter- 
ested in the local Volunteers. He left 
the town in 1883 for South Wales, 
where he still resides. 

1878-1879 — Robert Hughes, chemist, grandson of 
the Mayor of 1844, has been in busi- 
ness in Great Oak Street at Harvey 
House, and at his present premises 
for nearly fifty years, and was Post- 
master for thirty years until the post 
office was removed to Long Bridge 
Street. Mr. Hughes was not many 
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years on the Council. He was several 
years a member of the School Board, 
and is an ardent Churchman. 

1879-1880— Edward Davies. 

1880-1881 — John Henry Webb, mining agent, was 
born at Combe Martin, Devon, in 
1846, son of a purser to several large 
Cornish mines. He came to Llanidloes 
in company with the Mayor of 1874 
at the time of the great prosperity of 
the Mines. He lived at this time at 
Red House : the old home of the 
Marsh family. 

The Mayor entered fully into the 
life of the town, was Past Provincial 
Grand Master of the Oddfellows, 
Trustee of the Foresters, Past Master 
of the local Freemasons, and Past 
Provincial Grand Pursuivant for North 
Wales. He founded the Working Men's 
Institute and Library, of which he was 
for a great number of years the ener- 
getic Secretary. During his Mayor- 
alty the finances of the Borough were 
thoroughly overhauled. He died in 
1889 after a long period of indifferent 
health, when he had to winter in Aber- 
dovey or in Ventnor, and a marble 
monument marks his grave in Dol- 
hafren Cemetery. 

1881-1882 — Daniel Davies, draper, was the third 
son of Richard Davies of Lower Glyn- 
brochan. He was born in 1845, en- 
tered business in Long Bridge Street 
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in 1866, and became a member of the 
Council in 1876. He was elected Al- 
derman in 1889. Alderman Davies was 
a keen sportsman, which passion his 
three sons have to some extent in- 
herited. He was in business over 
thirty years and acquired considerable 
property in the town. He was chosen 
in the Commission of the Peace, and 
removed from his business house to 
Dolenog a few years before his death 
in 1902. 

1 882-1 883 — George Thomas, draper, son of Richard 
Thomas of the Glyn, was born in 1851. 
He entered business in partnership 
with David Jones in Long Bridge 
Street. After his marriage to Frances 
Elizabeth, daughter of Henry Lewis, 
flour and provision merchant of New- 
town, he dissolved partnership, his 
partner opening Siop-yr-oen ; and Mr. 
Thomas went to live at Tremynfa, 
where he resided for several years 
until he removed to Newtown, where 
he still lives. 

1883-1884— William Thomas. 

1884-1885— Edward Davies. 

1885-1886 — Evan Williams, land agent and timber 
merchant, was born in 1833, and came 
to the borough in 1867 as a builder. 
He built, among other places, Llan- 
idloes Vicarage and the Newtown 
Market Hall. He was for twenty 
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john;2i^Jtto. 

Mayor 1874. 
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ROBERT GAWTHORPE GREEN HOW. 
Mayor 187(S, 1888, 1890. 
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JOHN HENRY WEBB. 
Mayor 1880. 
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DANIEL DAVIES, 
Mayor 1881 and 1894. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




EVAN WILLIAMS. 
Mayor 1885. 



Digitized by 



Google 




EDWARD BOWEN. 
Mayor 1889. 
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WILLIAM GEORGE. 
Mayor 1893 and 1905. 
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ALFRED JABE^ MORRIS. 
Mayor 1S95. 
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EDWARD HAMER. 
Mayor 1896 and 1904, 
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JOHN KINSEY JONES. 
Mayor 1897 and 1898. 
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WILLIAM ASHTON. 
Mayor 1900. 
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RICHARD GEORGE. 
Mayor 1901, 1906, 1907. 
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JOHN MILLS. 
Mayor 1902. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




EVAN WILLIAMS. 
Mayor 1903. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




Digitized by 



Google 



OF LLANIDLOES. 145 

years on the Council, and for four- 
teen years a member of the Highway 
Board. For several years he acted 
on the Board of Guardians, and con- 
tested the first election for the County 
Council with Mr. Kitto against Mr. 
John Jenkins and Mr. William 
Thomas. His residence in the town 
was first at the Lion Inn, whence he 
removed to Penrhiw, and afterwards 
to Aberynant. He now resides at 
the Tyddyn. It was during his Mayor- 
alty that the purchase of the Mayoral 
chain was first mooted. He was very 
strongly in favour of the adoption of 
the " Small Tenements Act," which 
he carried through the Council. 

The Mayor formed a syndicate, 
with Sir Pryce Pryce-Jones and Ed- 
ward Wood, solicitor, of Llanidloes 
and Rhayader, for working the Van 
Mines, and the Mine was carried on 
by this syndicate eleven years. Mr. 
Williams is a Churchman and Con- 
servative. 

1886-1887— William Thomas. The Mayor wore 
the robe and chain for the first time 
this year at the Celebration of the 
Queen's Jubilee in London. 

1887-1888— William Thomas. 

1888-1889— Robert Gawthorpe Greenhow. 

1889-1890— Edward Bowen, was born in 1829. 
His uncle, John Parry, was a whole- 
sale grocer in Great Oak Street, and 
JO 
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after the death of Mrs. Parry, who 
survived her husband and continued 
his business, Alderman Bowen 
succeeded. He retired in 1879 
and since that date has devoted 
considerable time to public work. 
He has been a member of the 
Burial Board for nearly thirty years. 
He was on the School Board from 
its foundation, since its inception one 
of the Governors and for many 
years Chairman of the County Inter- 
mediate School, and a member of the 
County Education Committee, which 
has taken over the functions of the 
School Boards. It was during his 
year of office that the public meetings 
and subscription lists inaugurating the 
Intermediate Education System were 
started. Alderman Bowen has been 
on the County Council from the first, 
as he occupied the seat vacated by 
John Jenkins when the latter was 
made Alderman and Vice-Chairman 
of the Council. For several years our 
Mayor was on the Standing Joint 
Police Committee of the County and 
on the Board of Guardians, from both 
of which positions he has retired. He 
has also been for many years the 
Chairman of the Sanitary Committee 
of the Council. When he was Mayor 
he lived at " The Green," whence he 
removed later to China Street, where 
he still resides, 
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1890-1891— Robert Gawthorpe Greenhow. 
1891-1892— William Thomas. 
1892-1893— Edward Davies. 

1893-1894 — William George, manufacturer, was 
born in 1849. He married the 
daughter of the Mayor of 1869, and 
his sister married the Mayor of 1863 
and 1865. At an early age he was 
made indoor manager of the Cam- 
brian Flannel Company's factory at 




Llanidloes and in 1869 was removed 
to the corresponding position at New- 
town, w^here he remained a few years. 
Returning to Llanidloes, he carried 
on the business of wool merchant 
with his brother-in-law at the Public 
Rooms, and afterwards the partners 
worked Spring Mills (erected by 
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Thomas Jones). Later in partner- 
ship with John Francis he succeeded 
the Welsh Tweed and Flannel Com- 
pany at the Great Oak Street 
Factory and then worked Glancly* 
wedog Factory. The firm then 
received its present name by the 
addition of James Kerr as pai*tner, 
and soon after ran the Glynn Factory 
until the Cambrian Factory could be 
rebuilt aftci' the disastrous fire. 

Mr. George was a member of the 
School Board from 1877 to its aboli* 
tion under the Act of 1902. He 
entered the Council in 1890 and has 
been for many years Chairman of the 
Finance Committee and Secretary 
to the Water Supply Committee, in 
which capacity he has assisted greatly 
in sound finance and in the promotion 
of an efficient waterworks. 

To his endeavours, also, are to be 
attributed the supply, by subscription, 
of the hundred or more tree-guards 
which preserve in the borough the 
trees given by the late Evan Powell, 
J.P., of Penyrallt. 

Mr. George gave evidence before 
the Royal Commission on Land, on 
Sheep Farming and Wool Growing 
in the Principality. 

In this year, too, Mr. George was 
chosen Alderman of the Council, 
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1894-1895— Daniel Davies. 

1895-1896 — Alfred Jabez Morris, was the son and 
successor of David Morris, draper, 
Long Bridge Street. He was born 
in 1857, educated at the Liverpool 
Institute, and was for twenty years in 
business. He entered the Council in 
1883, and took an active part in the 
furtherance of the Water Supply 
Scheme. He was ji member, and 
some time Chairman, of the Govern- 
ing Body of the Interniediate School. 
He was a Past Master of the 
local Freemasons' Lodge. He was 
deeply interested in the manage- 
ment of the Borough Band, and was 
organist at the English Church in 
Bethel Street for nearly twenty years. 
He died in April, 1898, and was buried 
in Dolhafren Cemetery. 

1896-1897— Edward Hamer, purveyor of Welsh 
mutton, is the youngest son of 
Solomon Hamer, and still follows 
the occupation of the family for 
a century back. He was born in 
1857, educated at Liverpool Insti- 
tute, and in 1875 entered the busi- 
ness of Cowell & Drew in London, 
where he conceived the idea of 
making Welsh mutton a speciality, 
and had not been in business more 
than a year when he received a 
Royal order for "Piynlimon" mut- 
ton from the King (then Prince of 
Wales). He afterwards supplied the 
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Duchess of Teck, H.R.H. Prince 
Christian, and his services were in 
request when Queen Victoria visited 
North Wales and stayed at Pale, 
after which he received the Royal 
appointment. His industry has now 
become so extensive that it is able to 
supply a large portion of the British 
aristocracy, and a special van is em- 
ployed on the railway between Llan- 
idloes and the Metropolis. Mr. Hamer 
now holds the only Royal Warrant 
in Wales as a purveyor of meat to 
His Majesty. in connection with 
this industry Mr. Hamer agitated for 
reduced railway rates, and succeeded 
in obtaining a concession resulting in 
a reduction of one-half, which is now 
extended to every trader in the king- 
dom. 

Mr. Hamer entered the Council in 
1895, and was prominently associated 
with the Water Works scheme. At 
his suggestion the old Kncroachment 
Committee of the Council was re- 
organized under the name of the 
Town Improvement and Encroach- 
ment Committee. 

As Mayor in the Diamond Jubilee 
year he carried out successfully the 
local celebrations of that great event, 
and attended the Jubilee ceremonies 
in London, where he had the honour 
of being presented to Queen Victoria. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF LLANIDLOBS. 151 

During this year the new County 
School for Intermediate Education 
was opened, and the Mayor and 
Corporation attended the celebra- 
tions in state. 

In 1906 he was added to the Com- 
mission of the Peace for the County. 

1897-1898 — John Kinsey Jones, chemist, Long 
Bridge Street, was the son of 
William Jones (1819-1868), who 
commenced in 1851 the chemist's 
business still carried on by his sons. 
The Mayor's mother, who was 
a sister of the Mayors of 1850 and 
1859, acted as Mayoress during her 
^ son's years of office. She died in 
1900, and was buried in Dolhafren 
Cemetery. 

The Mayor was educated at 
the Northern Institute in Liverpool 
and at the Old Grammar School, 
Aberystwyth, and qualified as a 
chemist in 1884 from the Westmin- 
ster College of Chemistry. 

He entered the Council in 1889, 
and has been intimately associated 
with the Finance and Sanitary Com- 
mittees as Secretary to each for 
several years. He has, since the 
death of John David Davies, the 
Town Clerk, in 1898, represented 
the Council on the Governing Body 
of the University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth. It was during his 
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Mayoralty that the Water Works 
scheme came to a successful issue. 

He is a deacon of China Street 
Caivinistic Methodist Church. 

1898-1899— John Kinsey Jones. 

1899-1900— Edward Davies. 

1900-1901 — William Ashton, grocer, was born in 
1837, the year of Queen Victoria's 
accession, and was Mayor in the year 
of King Edward's accession. His 
father, John Ashton, was a flannel 
manufacturer in the town, and our 
Mayor started business as a grocer in 
Short Bridge Street in 1854. His 
entrance to the Council was in 1892 
and he was elected Alderman in 1895. 
He had refused the office of Mayor 
until this year, and on accepting 
office inaugurated the practice of 
handing over a cheque to a Fund 
called the *^ Ashton Fund" or ** Town 
Improvement Fund" for the assistance 
of new projects for the benefit of the 
town. Alderman Ashton may fitly be 
called the ** man of the people " : a 
democrat in sentiment, and Radical 
in politics. He is a prominent deacon 
of the China Street Church of which 
he has been treasurer since the 
death of Alderman Ffoulkes Roberts, 
twenty-four years ago. In County 
Administration he is an active mem- 
ber of the County Council, the County 
Education Committee, the Executive 
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Education Committee, the Higher 
Education Committee and the Stand- 
ing Joint Police Committee. He was 
added to the Commission of the 
Peace for the County in 1906. He 
has been a member of the Governing 
Body of the County Schools for twelve 
years past. As member of the 
Burial Board also he has shown 
great interest in local public work. 
1901-1902 — Richard George, manufacturer, is the 
nephew of the Mayor of 1893, was 
born on Christmas Day, 1861, at 
Llanidloes : the son of Richard 
George of Spring Mills and Glan- 
clywedog Factory, with whom he 
is in partnership. His father re- 
moved to Newtown in 1865 to 
occupy an important position under 
Lord Sudeley, but returned with his 
family to Llanidloes eight years later. 
The Mayor spent three years later at 
Llanwrtyd Wells. Returning to Llan- 
idloes he took a very active interest 
in religious work, was Sunday School 
Secretary at China Street for fifteen 
yeais, and afterwards became Secre- 
tary to the Llanidloes and Llangurig 
District comprising fifteen schools. 
In this latter capacity he was pre- 
sented in 1901 with an illuminated 
address. In 1892 he was made Elder 
of China Street Church, and four 
years later succeeded the Mayor of 
1869 as Secretary of the Church. 
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He is an ardent Temperance worker, 
and was the first lay President of the 
Free Church Council. 

He was for many years the Secre- 
tary and most ardent worker of the 
Liberal Club and was joint Auditor 
with William Cooke of Newtown of 
the County Liberal Association. 

In 1889 he married Jean Alice, 
youngest daughter of Samuel Ten- 
nant of Darlington and niece of 
Henry Tennant, J. P., of York, the 
Deputy -Chairman of the North- 
Eastern Railway Company. 

Mr. George entered the Council in 
1890, and was many years Secretary 
of the Finance Committee. He was 
present as Mayor at the Coronation, 
receiving from His Majesty the Coro- 
nation Medal. With the Mayoress he 
represented the Borough at the In- 
stallation of the Prince of Wales as 
Chancellor of the University of Wales 
in 1902. In 1907 he was appointed 
to the Commission of the Peace for 
the County. 

1902-1903 — John Mills, ironfounder, was born in 
Trefeglwys in 1843. He left in 1865 
for Wolverhampton to take up a 
position at the Great Western Rail- 
way Locomotive Works, where he 
remained for seven years. Whilst at 
Wolverhampton he married Margaret, 
daughter of Robert Jones, the founder 
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of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist 
cause at Wolverhampton, of which 
church he was made deacon in 1868. 
He returned to Llanidloes in 1872 
iis assistant to Alderman William 
Thomas, his uncle, whom he suc- 
ceeded as proprietor of the Iron 
Foundry in 1893. He has identified 
himself closely with the religious work 
of China Street Church of which 
church he has been a deacon since 
1875. He has also been Treasurer of 
the Upper Montgomeryshire Monthly 
Meeting since 1896, and was elected 
Chairman of this body in 1907. 

1903-1904— Evan Williams, ironmonger, was born 
at the Foel, Cann Office, in 1852. 
After an apprenticeship at Oswestry 
he came to Llanidloes and afterwards 
entered into partnership with Bvan 
Evans of Mid Wales House in Great 
Oak Street in 1878. In 1881 he suc- 
ceeded to the business which he still 
carries on. 

In public life he has served on the 
old School Board and is now a mem- 
ber of the Board of Guardians and 
Chairman of the Assessment Com- 
mittee. 

1904-1905— Edward Hamer. 

In this year the New Municipal 
Buildings were first suggested and 
offered by iMr. Davies. 

1905-1906— William George. 
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1906-1907— Richard George. 

1907-1908— Richard George. 

In this year took place the celebration of the 
opening ot the New Municipal Buildings, and 
the conferring of the Freedom of the Borough 
on Mr. David Davies, M.P. 




BADGE OF THii MAYORAL CHAIN. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
BOROUGH OFFICIALS. 

" ' You hope, because youVe old and obese 
To find in the furry civic robe ease ? 
Rouse up, sirs I Give your brains a racking 
To find the remedy weVe lacking, 
Or, sure as fate, we'll send you packing I * 
At this the Mayor and Corporation 
Quaked with a mighty consternation.*' 

V^E have in our previous chapters referred to 
the growth of our town from the days of 
the privileges obtained for it by the mediaeval 
barons, and we have referred to the chief official 
of the Borough. It is extremely difficult to define 
the exact duties of this official, for whether he 
were termed bailiff, warden, praepositus or mayor, 
his large and undefined functions differed in dif- 
ferent places where the title was the same. He 
seems to have been chosen in all places at 
Michaelmas, indicating, perhaps, his connection 
with the management of common lands from 
early days. We have numerous instances in 
which he acted as chief justice of the peace, a 
right now always conceded to him. We find that 
he sometimes acted as Coroner, as in the case of 
Bowen Jones (Mayor 1756), who performed this 
duty usually fulfilled in the borough by one of the 
coroners of the county. He presided at meetings 
and probably acted as Treasurer of the Corpora- 
tion in earlier days, and was keeper of the 
borough crib or temporary gaol. He appointed 
most, if not all, of the minor officers of the Cor- 
poration, and very frequently kept a strict over- 
sight over the morals of the Borough. He even 
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acted as constable on occasions: we have referred 
to an instance in 1677-8, when Richard LewMS, 
Mayor, with constables, raided the Quakers* 
meeting-house of John Jerman in Llanidloes, and 
took seven of the assembly to prison and fined 
others. The Mayor frequently permitted or pro- 
hibited preaching, and even so recently as the time 
of George Meares, John Elias was prevented from 
preaching here in the open street. He is the 
returning officer at elections, and numerous other 
duties are assigned to him as Chief Magistrate. 
Until the year 1836 the Mayors were the 
virtual servants of the Lord of the Manor, who 
appointed some member of his own family or some 
agent. It was, however, as to-day, a position of 
considerable personal labour, which brought a 
compensation only in the power and social dis- 
tinction readily conceded to the Chief Magistrate. 

We learn from the report of the Municipal 
Commissioners in 1833 that the Mayors of Llan- 
idloes at that time were elected at the Michaelmas 
Leet in the follow ing fashion : the retiring Mayor 
named three burgesses, and the Jury of the Leet, 
consisting of from thirteen to twenty-five burgesses, 
fixed upon one of them. If the nominated Mayor 
were present, he was immediately sworn in; if not, 
at any future time. The Mayor, through the 
serjeants-at-mace, summoned the jury by a written 
document from the recorder at Shrewsbury. 
There was never an instance known of the election 
of any Mayor not among the three named except 
a re-election of the retiring Mayor. It was gene- 
rally understood beforehand who was to be Mayor; 
it was generally regulated, indeed, by Lord Mos- 
tyn's agent, The Mayor did not ^ct as magistrate. 
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although it was supposed he had the power, and it 
was rumoured that Gwilym Howel* had acted as 
magistrate when Mayor, and he certainly was not 
a county magistrate. The Mayor performed no 
duties, had no salary, no emoluments, nor any 
privileges except the power to make one burgess, 
and he appointed the constables, crier, and one of 
the Serjeants. 

The Mayor paid no fees, but gave some wine 
to the jury at the Court Leet, and used to procure 
a large bonfire to be made to celebrate his election. 
He was returning officer at Parliamentary elec- 
tions, and appointed to the post by the returning 
officer at Montgomery. 

It was stated to the Commissioners that the 
** borough went into disuse for many years. There 
was no Mayor ; there were no officers for many 
years. The same person was once kept on the list, 
as Mayor, for twelve years. It was revived about 
1792." This evidently refers to the long period of 
the Mayoralty of Thomas Marsh, and appears to 
add his name to the gaps in the Mayoral list for 
the years 1781 to 1784. In 1322 there were two 
BAILIFFS, who were officers of almost equal 
standing with the Mayor : they may, in fact, have 
had the position afterwards held by the Mayor. 
They collected the market and fair tolls and con- 
sequently lived rent free in the town. 

The ALDERMEN were in early times, as far 
as town officers are concerned, either equivalent to 
the Mayors or were apointed to assist the Mayors 
as a modern Council. Their number was in the 

* Rumour has it that he lived at the Rhos, lately pulled 
doWn, near Bryndulas, 
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JOHN D. DAVIES, Town Clerk. 
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ARTHUR DAVIES, Town Clerk. 
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latter case either a dozen or two dozen, a number 
very signiRcant of their connection with the jury 
of the Court Leet, and in some places they held the 
special privilege of occupying with their wives spe- 
cial sittings in the Parish Churches. They were, 
and still are in cflPect, selected from men who have 
passed through the Chair, and assisted in the judi- 
cial business, and in the Watch over the town. 
They assisted in licensing ale-houses, making rates, 
passing accounts and appointing constables. 

In 1833 it was the custom in Llanidloes, as in 
Liverpool, Berwick, and other boroughs, for the 
retiring Mayors to retain the honourable title of 
Alderman, and at that date the Aldermen of the 
Borough were : — 

George Meares, J. P., of Dol-llys Hall. 

Richard Jervis, mercer and grocer. 

Thomas Price, East India Company's Naval Service 

David Gwiilim, auctioneer. 

Edward Lewis of FrankwelL 

William Owen, K.C., of Glansevern, Berriew. 

Rev. John Davies, Vicar of Llanidloes. 

Thomas Edmund .Marsh, senior. 

David Davies, currier. 

Thomas Edmund Marsh, junior. 

As with one or two exceptions our Aldermen 
have occupied the Mayoral chair, it is unnecessary 
to make any personal reference to them here. 

The very important official who keeps the 
Council records and arranges for the carrying out 
of its resolutions — the TOWN CLERK — wears a 
modern title foi* a somewhat modern office. The 
Mayor himself was formerly responsible for his 
duties, and this is another link in the descent of 
the modern borough from the ancient manor. The 

11 
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THE ROLL OF ALDERMEN ELECTED 



1836. 1 St Jan. 



1841. 



John Jones, for 6 
years, died and was 
succeeded in Dec. 
by John Cleaton, 
who before Novem- 
ber, 1840, had been 
absent over six con- 
secutive months, 
and was succeeded 
by Edward Hughes, 
jun. 

Edward Hu.£^hcs, 
jun., retired trom 
the Council, suc- 
ceeded in Novem- 
ber, 1842, by Thos. 
Hayward, solicitor. 



John Parry, 
years. 



for 6 



Thomas Davies, 
sen., manufacturer. 



1847. 


David Kinsey, 


Thomas Davies, 




draper and grocer. 


sen. 


1853. 


Thomas Ffoulkes 


Edmund Cleaton, 




Roberts, tanner. 


manufacturer. 


1859. 


Thomas Ffoulkes 
Roberts. 


Edmund Cleaton. 


1866. 


Thomas Ffoulkes 
Roberts. 


Edmund Cleaton. 


1872. 


Thomas Ffoulkes 
Roberts. 


Edmund Cleaton. 


1878. 


Thomas Ffoulkes 


Edmund Cleaton, 




Roberts. 


succeeded in May» 
1881, by William 
Thomas, iron- 
founder. 


1883 (for 3 yrs). 


Evan Williams, tim- 
ber merchant. 


William Thomas. 


1886. 


Evan Williams. 


William Thomas. 


1892. 


Edward Bowen, 


Wm. Thomas, died, 




grocer. 


succeeded Oct. 1893, 
by William George, 
manufacturer. 


1898. 


Edward Bowen. 


William George. 


1904. 


Edward Bowen, 


William George. 
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SINCE THE MUNICIPAL REFORM ACT. 

1836. 1st Jan. David Evans, sur- Evan Rees, for 3 



1839. 



1st Jan. David Evans, sur- 
geon, for 3 years. 



years. 

David Jervis, draper 

and grocer. 



1844. Richard Lewis, 

draper and mercer. 
1850. Richard Lewis. 

1856. Richard Lewis, did 
not sign declaration, 
died soon after. 

1857. March. Thomas Daviea, sen. 



1862. 



1870. 



Thos. Davies, sen., 
died, succeeded in 
Dec, 1863, by John 
Kinsey, innkeeeper. 
John Kinsey. 



1876. 


Thos. Jones, manu 




factu rer. 


1882 (fori year) 


. Thomas Jones. 


1883. 


Edward Davies, 




manufacturer. 


1889. 


Edward Davies. 


1895. 


Edward Davies. 


1901. 


Edward Davies. 


J907. 


Ed\v?ird Davies, 



Hugh Jones, tanner 

Hugh Jones. 
Hugh Jones, did not 
sign declaration, 
died soon after. 
Richard Holmes, 
manufacturer, died 
1861, and was suc- 
ceeded by William 
Swancott, tanner. 
William Swancott. 



William Swancott, 
died, succeeded in 
Feb., 1873, by Thos. 
Davies, jun., manu- 
facturer. 
Thos. Davies, jun. 

Thos. Davies, jun. 
Thos. Davies, jun., 
died, succeeded by 
John Henry Webb, 
mining agent, who 
died. 

Da nl . Davies, draper 
W. Ashton, grocer. 
William Ashton. 
William Ashton, 
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Town Clerk soon became, however, a person of 
great account in borough administration, acting as 
solicitor and legal agent to the Council, and some- 
times as justice of the peace and as coroner, and 
even as presiding officer at the Court Leet or 
Court of Pleas. The office had nothing to do with 
the old Manor of a Borough, but was derived in 
the first instance from the old Trade Guilds or 
Companies, which were more responsible for 
growth of civic life than we frequently imagine. 




It would appear that in Llanidloes the office of 
Town Clerk was really an outcome of the Muni- 
cipal Act of 1835, and that previously the duties, 
such as they were, were performed by other 
officials — the Mayor^ Recorder, &c. — or by the 
Clerk to the Magistrates In the Parish Registers 
— which some one certainly ought to copy and 
print — we find that Robert Davies was made 
Parish Clerk on the 19th July, 1791, and was 
then 67 years of age. He was made yiistices' Clerk 
in 1750, and Sub-division Clerk to the Militia for 
the Hundred of Llanidloes in 1760, and he acted 
as Clerk of the Works in the construction of the 
road from Llanidloes to Machynlleth. He died 
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early in 1800, and was succeeded by Richard 
Lewis as Parish Clerk, one of a race of Lewises 
who held the office. 

In the year 1833 we find that Edward Lewis 
of Frankwell was called Town Clerk, and from his 
evidence before the Commission he appears to have 
acted as general correspondent of the borough. 




He says of hinis?elf ; " 1 am clerk to the magis- 
trates; my age is 52; I reside within the Parlia- 
mentary borough ; I have no regular appointment 
as town clerk. 1 have served about twenty years; 
I was desired by the former recorder, John 
Thomas, an attorney, to attend the leets; I have 
no other duties, except that 1 answer all the letters 
from the government offices. I have no salary, no 
fees, no payment at all." 
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Edward Lewis' note-book was submitted to 
the Commission and the book of proceedings in 
the Leet; the latter contained the oaths of office 
taken before the Mayor and read to the person by 
the Town Clerk or Recorder, generally the former. 

During the debate in the House of Lords on 
the reorganisation of the boroughs by the Muni- 
cipal Corporations Bill, an amendment to preserve, 
among other things, the existing Town Clerks in 
office for life, was carried by a majority of 130 to 
37, and although this amendment was not accepted 
by the Commons, the old Town Clerk was kept in 
office in Llanidloes still, and so remained until his 
death in 1846. His appointment under the new 
Act is recorded in the earliest minute-book, now in 
the possession of the Council, and his handwriting 
and records bespeak him a most careful official. 

The first meeting of the reformed Council was 
held at the Parish Vestry Room on Boxing Day, 
1835: the second "at the House of Edward Lewis 
at Frankwell in the said Borough on the 31st 
December, 1835:" the third meeting, also at 
Frankwell, on New Year's Day, 1836, according 
to the Statute, witnessed the nomination of 
Bowen Woosnam as Mayor, Edward Lewis as 
Town Clerk, Thomas Hay ward as Treasurer, 
Morgan Humphreys as Crier, the quarterly meet- 
ing dates were arranged, and the Council adjourned 
to the Trewythen Arms. It was decided later that 
the Town Clerk should receive a salary of £10 per 
annum, and that in consideration of this that he 
provide room, fire and light. We find, therefore, 
from this date onward for a decade the Council 
regularly meeting at Frankwell and frequently 
adjourning to one of the hotels of the town. 
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Edward Lewis was not a solicitor, and we 
are informed that his library was augmented by 
a number of dummy books of wood. His hand- 
writing ceases in the minute-book after February, 
1846, and we find that on March 20th of 
that year his son, John Marpole Lewis, was 
made deputy during his father's illness. The 
Town Clerk died in April, and on the 8th of May 
a Council was held at Frankwell to appoint his 
successor, when eight voted for John Marsh, solici- 
tor, and eight for John Marpole Lewis. The Mayor, 
Hugh Jones, gave his casting vote for Mr. Marsh. 
The feeling displayed was evidently high, for the 
votes of Evan Rees and Thomas Ffoulkes Roberts 
were objected to, as they had not signed the 
declaration of acceptance of office: but no 
further notice seems to have been taken of the 
protest. 

John Marsh was the son of Thomas Edmund 
Marsh, senior, who represented the Mostyn family 
as deputy-Mayor at the reorganisation of the Cor- 
poration, and whose father, Thomas Marsh, held 
the office of Mayor for the record period — perhaps 
eleven or twelve years — in succession. The Town 
Clerk's brother, also Thomas Edmund Marsh, was 
a prominent member of the Council, and Mayor in 
1837. John Marsh resigned in 1852, but was reap- 
pointed in 1858, and remained in office again until 
1861. On the north aisle of the Parish Church a 
marble tablet is inscribed : — 

In memory of 

John Marsh, solicitor, of Llanidloes and Carno, 

who was born Nov. 27th, 1816, died April 16th, 1862, 

and whose mortal remains arc deposited m this Church. 

Also, in memory of Thomas Edmund Marsh, 

son of the above John Marsh, who died in infancy. 
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The family vault is marked in deep lettering on 
the floor below:— "T. E. Marsh, 1837." Three 
daughters of John Marsh — Mrs. Beadnell and the 
Misses Marsh of Bournemouth — still take active 
interest in the prosperity of Llanidloes. In suc- 
cession to John Marsh in 1852, 

John Jenkins was appointed. He was the 
second son of Edward Jenkins, flannel manufac- 
turer, and was born at Llanidloes on the 27th of 
November, 1821, He was educated at Shrews- 
bury and by private tuition. At the age of sixteen 
he was articled to a solicitor at Newtown, where 
he served four years, and completed his service 
and studies in London. He was admitted a solici- 
tor in 1842, and practised at Llanidloes in Great 
Oak Street, residing at Penygreen. 

Mr. Jenkins became strongly impressed by 
the necessity for a reform of legal procedure, and 
contributed to the Eclectic Review (March, 1843; 
and 1849) the papers on law reform and local 
courts. In 1845 he published a pamphlet on Law 
Reform which obtained the approval of Lord 
Brougham, who proposed him a member of the 
Law Amendment Society, in which he advocated 
principles almost identical with the County Courts 
Acts. On the passing of the first Act in 1846 he 
accepted a Registrarship of County Courts. 

He was active in establishing elementar) 
schools in connection with the British and 
Foreign School Society, in the course of which 
he saw the impossibility of providing for the in- 
struction of the whole population by voluntary 
effort, and in 1848 he published a small book on 
National Education, advocating a measure nearly 
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identical with the Hlemcntary Kducation Act of 
1870. After the passing of the BanUruptcy Act of 
1869, he was appointed by delegation to exercise 
the judicial and administrative powers: in bank- 
ruptcy over portions of the three counties of Mid- 
Wales, and in 1884 he was appointed a District 
Registrar of the High Court of Justice. 

At the first election under the Local Govern- 
ment Act of 1888 he was elected County Coun- 
cillor for the Borough, which he vacated on being 
chosen County Alderman at the first election. He 
was unanimously elected the first Vice-Chairman 
of the County Council of Montgomerj-shire, a 
position he held after later elections. 

Mr. Jenkins was a member of the Welsh 
Intermediate Education Committee, the County 
Returning Officer, a member of the Council and 
a Governor of the University College of VV^ales, 
Chairman of the Commissioners of Taxes, and 
President of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society at Llanidloes. He was for many years 
Director and Chairman of the Gas Company. 
He published in 1880 ** The Laws Relating to 
Religious Liberty," and in 1885 "The Laws 
Concerning Religious Worship: also Mortmain 
and Charitable Uses." He was much interested 
in Literature in general, and published, in 1873, 
a volume of Welsh Poetry, issued from the pub- 
lishing office of John Pryse in Great Oak Street. 

He was the chief supporter of the Congrega- 
tional Church in the town, and laid one of the 
foundation-stones of the present building : in 
which also a marble memorial-tablet of hand- 
some design is placed to his memory. He was 
buried in the vault underneath the Chapel. 
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The minute-books of the Council show the 
handwriting of Mr. Jenkins growing ever more 
illegible as his public duties and eccentricities 
became more marked. In February, 1863, we 
find him deputing Edward Davies (present Al- 
derman) " to be my Deputy in the office of 
Town Clerk and to act as such and as my 
assistant in the duties of the said office in my 
absence on all occasions when required." 

In May, 1875, he resigned office, and his 
nephew, John David Davies, was appointed to 
the office, and also Clerk to the Borough Magis- 
trates. 

He was the youngest son of Thomas Davies 
(Mayor 1843) and Mary, sister of John Jenkins, 
and was born on the 1st of August, 1852. He 
was educated at Llanidloes, at Oswestry Gram- 
mar School, and at Alderley Edge. He was ar- 
ticled in 1869 to his uncle, and qualified in 1874, 
becoming partner later. In 1882 he succeeded 
Mr. Jenkins as Clerk to the County Magistrates 
for. the division and the Registrar of the County 
Court. In 1883 he was appointed Official Receiver 
for the Central Wales district. In 1874 he suc- 
ceeded his brother, Alderman Edward Davies, as 
Secretary to the Gas Company. He represented 
the Council on the Court of Governors of the Uni- 
versity College of North Wales, and was a chief 
promoter and first Chairman of the Governors of 
the County Intermediate School. He was closely 
identified with the Working Men's Institute and 
more than once President. As promoter of the 
Freemasons' Lodge here he held important offices 
both local and provincial. 
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He maiTied, in 1893, the eldest daughter of 
Major Henry C. T. B^adnell, J. P., of Tyddyn (now 
of Gogarth) and granddaughter of John Marsh, 
former Town Clerk. 

In 1888 Oswald Thomas Benbow was officially 
appointed as deputy Town Clerk, in which capacity 
he acted until 1890, when he left the town for 
Burnley. Mr. Benbow was an active member of 
the Congregational Church, of which he was or- 
ganist, and was Vice-Chairman of the Floral and 
Horticultural Show. In 1896 the present Town 
Clerk was appointed deputy. 

After the death of John David Davies, Ivor 
Harries, who had then recently become partner in 
the firm, acted in the interim as Town Clerk. He 
had previously been in the offices of the Town 
Clerk of Tenby, in London, Cardiff, and Newport. 
Mr. Harries still retains deeds and documents 
belonging to the Borough, as some dispute occurred 
between him and the Council. 

When the appointment came before the 
Council, Arthur Davies, who had acted as deputy 
Town Clerk to his uncle for three years, was 
appointed to the vacancy. He is youngest son of 
the Mayor of 1867, was born in the town, educated 
here and at Aberystwyth and was articled to his 
uncle the former Town Clerk, whom he succeeded 
in 1898. Completing his studies in London he 
was admitted solicitor in 1897. The following 
year he with John Davies, his elder brother, com- 
menced practising in the town. As early as 1892 
the Council appointed him secretary of a fund 
raised for the family of Griffith Jones, guard, who 
was killed at Welshpool station, and we have 
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referred to iMr. Davies as Deputy Town Clerk. 
Soon after his appointment to the Town Clerk- 
ship, he was appointed Commissioner of Oaths, 
Clerk to the Borough Magistrates and Clerk to 
the Commissioner of Taxes. In 1902 he acted as 
Deputy Registrar of the Aberystwyth County 
Court, under appointment from the Lord Chan- 
cellor, and was in 1905 appointed Registrar of the 
Llanidloes County Court. Mr. Davies has acted 
as Honorary Secretary to the Athletic Clubs, the 
Horticultural Society, South African War Fund, 
the Coronation Celebration Committee, etc. 

In earlier days there was an officer of the town 
called the RECORDER. The title of Recorder 
is of great antiquity : Bristol had one in the four- 
teenth century. He was originally the Steward 
or Deputy Steward of the Lord of the Manor, and 
was to be an "honest and discreet man, learned in 
the laws '* of the country, and it was his duty to 
preside at the Court on occasions w^hen higher 
officials were absent, to hold the view of Frank- 
pledge, administer the oath of office to the Mayor, 
to sit as magistrate, as Assessor with the Mayor, 
and to advise on legal points. 

One of the earliest occupants of a Recorder- 
ship relating to Llanidloes is John Gwynn (Mayor 
1563), who had been made, three years before, 
Recorder of the Crown lordships of Montgomery- 
shire. In 1833 there was still a Recorder: he secins 
to have been appointed by the Lord of the Leet, 
but to have little duty beside attending the leet. 
John Williams, an attorney of Shrewsbury, aged 
64, w^as then Recorder of Llanidloes, but no one 
knew how or when he was appointed. He had a 
deputy, appointed by himself, at this time, Richard 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF LLANIDLOES. 173 

Ford, aged 40 years, neither was the time and 
manner of his appointment known. 

The Borough CORONERS were In Llanidloes 
the forerunners of the Inspectors of Weights and 
Measures, although those duties are not assigned 
them among the ** Duties of Coroners" enumerated 
in the statute of Edward I. What else these two 
Coroners did is not very clear, as the actual per- 
formances of these officers varied so greatly in 
different boroughs. In Aberystwyth, which was 
similarly governed, the Borough claimed to be 
exempt from the jurisdiction of the County 
Coroner, and even lined a County Coroner £2 
in 1810 for encix)achment upon their rights. 

In 1639 we find William Russell, the Mayor, 
acting on the Jury of the Great Sessions at a 
Borough Inquest. In 1752 Bowen Jones acted as 
Coroner of the Borough at an Inquest.'" 

They did not, however, usually take inquisi- 
tions here, as this was done by the County Coro- 
ners. They were appointed at the Michaelmas 
Leet, and although chosen annually, reappoint- 
ments were the rule. John Edwards, mercer and 
grocer, aged 55 years, and Richard Lewis, mercer 
and grocer, were probably the last of the race of 
Borough Coroners. 

The SERGEANTS-AT-MACE were also 
chosen at the Michaelmas Court Leet to attend 
upon the Mayor. They were to summon the 
Courts. They received no salary, but got the 
tolls every Saturday, ^nd at eight annual 
fairs — the tolls for standings, and upon baskets 
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and carts with goods for sale. This brought 
them in 1833 about four guineas each. One 
was usually appointed by the Mayor, the 
other by the Lord of the Leet, but we read on 
one occasion of both being chosen by the Mayor. 
There were formerly two Maces, of which we must 
speak later when we come to the regalia. 

In 1833 the Sei^eants*at*Mace reported that 
they sometimes acted as constables; they carried 
their Maces before the Mayor; they summoned 
the jury ; they made *' presentments *' at the Leet 
of all nuisances and of traders who were not bur- 
gesses, and therefore had no market rights. All 
who were not burgesses but carried on trade 
within the borough were presented at the Leet. 
They said that ''fifty persons, or eighty, or more 
were presented at the last Leet." The list was 
read in Court, and fines were ordered, the fines to 
be affeered by two persons : the amount affeered 
was from sixpence to half-a-crown each. The 
money was not collected, however, ai)d no one 
remembered its having been collected. It appears, 
therefore, that the prime duty of the Sergeants, 
that is, to collect fines not paid into Court, was 
altogether neglected. 

The first notice of the Sergeants-at-Mace we 
have hitherto come across is in 1676, when at the 
Borough Inquest or Inquiry the Sergeants-at-Mace 
were themselves presented for not informing what 
is presentable in their liberties. We next note that 
in 1683 Evan Lloyd, "one of the Sergeants-at- 
Mace within the town and borough of Llanidloes" 
writes : — 

Imprimis : I doe p'sent John Roberts, Elizabeth 
Amyas, Anne Jenkins, all of the towne an4 liberties 
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aforesaid, for not coming to church to hear Dyvine 
servis for a month last past ; and there is Mi^ Francis 
Tiirnor, yt is a Schoolmaster in our Towne but noe 
Inhabitant, and hath not been in Church hereing 
Dyvine servis within this 5 weekes or thereabouts, 
being all I have to p'sent. 

by me F the m'ke of Evan LloyJ. 

It would hardly be correct, one would suppose, to 
assume from this being all he had to present, that 
there was no drunkenness nor any other evil in the 
town except absence from cluirch. 

From soon after this date to 1728 we have a 
full roll of these officials, and after that date, the 
year of the famous election petition and resolution 
of the House of Commons, to which we must refer 
later, the presentments were made by the Chief 
Constables of the Hundred. 

SERGEANTS-AT-MACE. 
1676— . . . 

1683— Evan Lloyd and ... 

1694 — David Lewis and Owen Myles. These Sergeants 
presented the condition of the streets of the 
borough. 
1695 — David Lewis and Edward Lloyd, who remained in 
office for the next three years. They appear to 
have got weary of sending in their presentments 
of offenders, and in 1699 were themselves pre- 
sented for not bringing to the Sessions their 
presentments. 
1700— David Lewis and Henry Humphreys. The sergeants 

were again presented for not presenting. 
1701 — David Lewis and Henry Humphreys. 
1702— Evan Griffiths and Jenkin Davies. This change 
of officers does not appear to have made the 
presentations more sure, for these Sergeants 
also were presented for not bringing to the 
Sessions their presentments: we find, however, 
that there are no further complaints of non- 
presentation, 
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1703 — Evan Griffiths and Jenkin Davies. 
1704 — Evan Griffiths and Jenkin Davies. 
1705 — David Lewis and Jenkin Davies. 
1706— David Lewis and Evan Griffiths. 
1707— Thomas Griffiths and David Lewis. 
1708 — Thomas Griffiths and David Lewis. 
1709 — David Jerman and David Lewis. 
1710 — David Jerman and Edward Lloyd. 
1711 — David Jerman and Jenkyn Williams. 
1712 — David Jerman and Jenkyn Williams. 
1713 — David Jerman and John Williams. 
1714 — David Jerman and Jenkyn Williams. 
1715 — David Jerman and Jenkyn Williams. 
1716) 

to — David Jerman and Evan Davies. 
1728) 

The TOWN CRIER has been 
a most important and indispensable 
official of the Borough: his earlier 
title of Bellman clings to him to 
the present day. His duties are too 
too well known to need definition ; 
but it is interesting to find that 
in some places he held a very exalted position 
mdeed. In Caerwys (Flintshire) he actually nomi- 
nated the Bailiffs, and was, with the Recorder, the 
superior officer, the two being elected by the 
King or his representative. His appointment was 
yearly, but in practice he was continued in office 
for life. The Town Council still makes the appoint- 
ment annually, and, by the- terms of his appoint- 
ment, the " bellman " cannot charge more than 
one shilling for every separate *' cry." At the 
annual meeting at noon on the ninth of November 
the ** bellman " has to sound his bell in the Coun- 
cil chamber to test its soundness, and it is then 
handed round the Council and each member 
of the Corporation places sixpence within the 
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bell, in place of the former filling of ale. This 
is the Crier's only salary, and he counts it out 
in the room with great care. The Crier should 
commence his notices by crying: "Oyez! Oyez!" 
(French for hearken !) and close with the loyal 
prayer, "God Save the King!" Before the year 
1833 the Mayor appointed the Crier in Llanidloes: 
he had not any salary, but was paid threepence 
for proclaiming for a burgess and sixpence for an 
outsider. The Criers since 1836 have been: — 

Morgan Humphreys, who lived in Severn Port. 
He was re-elected every successive November 
until 1844. 

Thomas Owens, shoemaker, was elected on 
14th October, 1844, and it was arranged that he 
should live at the lock-up. Edward Hamer records 
that the Crier's great-grandfather used to recite 
at the doors of his friends: — 

"Good morning to you, master, mistress, and all. 
Likewise to the family both great and smaU." 

Then followed the names of the family from oldest 
to youngest : often a difficult feat. We are told, 
too, that Thomas Owens' bell was usually "shining 
like Llanfair." He was frequently appointed Lamp- 
lighter also, and from 1845 to 1860 lighted the 
oil-lamps of the borough, as well as fulfilling the 
office of Crier, and from that date onwards for 
over twenty years he lit the gas lamps of the town. 
He was Town Crier until his death in 1892. 

In 1855 the " old bell " was sold, and we find 
from the accounts it brought in two shillings and 
fourpence towards the " reduction of the rates." 

The successor of Thomas Owens was Edward 
Ralph Owen, who possessed an excellent voice and 
12 
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who, h waA runvrjred, wzx a near rdatnre of a 
Hi%h^/p. He left tne to'*n five years later, and 
nsM %iUJ^eded b)- a former app.:cant for the post. 

John Whitaker wa« appointed Crier in 1897. 
Jr^n maA an old Chartist \* ho<e exccssh'e care was 
to depreciate hirr^self in the eyes of his fellows. 




He was a great student of history, and regularly 
borrowed books from the Institute Library, and 
read them in the candle-light of his little cottage 
in the Nant, where he lived all alone and happily 
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because his wants were few. In his latter days 
he was unable to wield the bell, and his voice was 
failing him : his friends found him a small bell which 
awakened the town no more than that of a coal 
waggon, and he was allowed to use that for a little 
while. We well remember the care with which 
Johnny used to learn his notices before going out 
on a winter's evening, and how seriously he took 
the jokes of his friends. He had on one occasion 
to proclaim a course of lectures on " dyeing," and 

this was the sign 
for great question- 
ings at John's ex- 
pense. He after- 
wards complained 
to us bitterly that 
people could not 
understand his 
proclamation, but 
if we had said 
** colouring " they 
would be able to 
make it out. 
"They are so igno- 
rant, you know, so 
ignorant ! " 

William Hamer 
has succeeded the 
old man: his voice 
is strong and we 
may look forward 
to many years of 
efficient " crying." 
The Crier has no uniform : he is merely pro- 
vided by the Council with the bell. 
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The name CONSTABLE is one which has lost 
rather than gained in dignity: its original meaning 
is often given as Count or Knight of the Stable. 
The title was given to princes and nobles, who 
were put in charge of castles by the Norman kings. 
The term High Constable retains something of 
the ancient prestige, and the Constable of a castle 
was often Mayor of a borough. The Cardigan- 
shire boroughs sent the names of their Mayors as 
Constables at the same time as the High Con- 
stables of the County Hundreds were registered 
in reply to the Sheriff's writ, and are thus recorded 
on the Sessions Rolls. We have referred also to 
the Mayor of Llanidloes acting as Constable. 

Four Constables were appointed in Llanidloes 
in the early part of the last century by the Court 
Leet. They had no salary. They kept the key of 
the common pound where stray animals were pent. 
They presented to the Court Leet the roll of resi- 
dents in their tithing, who were all bound to 
attend the Court. We have referred" to John 
Price, a Constable and poor weaver, and to the 
difficulties he found in fulfilling his duties. 

It was reported to the Commission in 1833 
concerning the Constables that : — 

" Four would be sufficient with the aid of the 
Sergeants, who act within the town when called 
upon, if they were efficient, but they are very neglir 
gent ; being mechanics and labourers, they are always 
engaged in their own affairs. There is a good deal of 
disorder, and some drunkenness ; drunken rows are 
of frequent occurrence, with great noise and disturb- 
ance. There may be petty thefts, but there are few 
serious crimes ; no felony has been committed within 

* See p. 75. 
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the borough for a great while ; poaching is common, 
but it is unpunished ; there have been no commitments 
for that offence. In October, 1832, the spinners and 
weavers of the place turned out, requiring an advance 
of wages ; fifty special Constables were sworn in ; 
they were paid by the County ; there have been two 
or three similar instances. In this town, as in very 
many others, it was represented that the assistance 
of an experienced and efficient officer of police would 
be vastly beneficial. The services that would be 
required of him would not occupy the whole of his 
time, nor would it be convenient or agreeable to a 
small community to pay the whole of his wages ; but 
if he were employed for a district of four or five towns, 
each would easily and cheerfully contribute the pre- 
scribed proportion of salary, and the original police of 
each would be greatly ameliorated by his inspection 
and instructions : he might always be present at the 
fairs, and sometimes on a market day ; he would 
always appear at an extraordinary emergency, and 
his periodical or occasional visits would regulate the 
ordinary course of constabulary duties." 







^4 



Our oldest burgesses remember well the Con- 
stables being called out to quell disorders in the 
town, and the ancient wooden halberds — still 
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preserved on the stair at Dol-llys — were paraded 
through the streets, and used by the Constables 
when proclaiming " Peace ! in the King's name I " 

From 1836 onwards it was still attempted to 
maintain the peace by the appointment of an old 
watchman, who assisted the special constables. 
Old Nathan Mills was the last of the race of 
watchmen and used to wander through the streets 
at night informing people ** while they slept," says 
Edward Hamer the historian, of the time and 
the state of the weather, singing in a monotonous 
drawl : 

•' Four o'clock, a cold and a frosty morning." 
*' Five o'clock, a cold and a ' niwliog ' morning." 

The Constables were appointed formerly by the 
Town Council. 

The Inspectors of Police were requested to 
employ two policemen for the ensuing quarter in 
November, 1838, viz.: Nathan Mills and John 
Evans: Nathan Mills to let his own house by the 
week — that is, the lock-up, for the benefit of the 
borough fund and John Evans to have half a 
guinea a week. 

In 1840 an official letter from the Clerk of 
the Peace addressed to the Mayor was read. It 
requested that attention be called to the subject of 
the adoption of the provisions of the recent Acts 
of Parliament respecting Constabulary force and 
to inform him upon what terms the Council would 
be willing to consolidate the police of the borough 
with that of the County. In consideration of the 
difficulties of the time— on April 29th, 1839, there 
had been 150 special constables sworn in on 
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account of the Chartist troubles — we can under- 
stand the position of the Council. It was agreed to, 
provided that the inhabitants of the borough are 
not charged in respect of the adoption of the Acts 
with any expense under the head of local expendi- 
ture, nor be charged in any other than an equal 
proportion with the rest of the County. 

The state of the peace of the town in 1841 
may be gathered from a resolution passed in the 
Council on the 5th of February : 

** That this Council has reason to complain that the 
Superintendent of Police does not giVe to this Borough 
more police protection than one officer can afPord. 
That the Town Clerk be required to communicate 
with him accordingly and inform him of the treatment 
his officer, James Owen, has received, and of the 
recent depredations committed in the neighbourhood, 
and state the occasion that exists for at least one 
other officer being stationed here." 

In August, 1844, when Thomas Davies, senior, 
was Mayor, a resolution of the Council was passed 
to the effect 

"That in future no person or persons shall, by the 
Police Officers or Constables, be confined in the 
Lock-up House in the said Borough for any offence 
whatever unless for such as shall or may be com- 
mitted within the Borough — provided otherwise, if a 
proper recompense or satisfaction be paid to the 
Borough Fund from the County, then and in that case 
permission will be given by the Mayor to such Police 
Officers or Constables to confine or imprison any 
person or persons therein." 

It was decided in 1849 that the Town Clerk 
"get boards with the word * Constable ' printed or 
painted thereon, to be stuck up on the outer door 
of the different residences of the Constables." 
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In 1851 it was decided that the Town Clerk 
write to Chief Constable William Baird the unani- 
mous wish of the Council that James Owen, Police 
Officer, be removed from Llanidloes and another 
proper person be placed in his stead. They desired 
Richard Humphreys to continue. The cause is 
stated that he was too feeble in body and too 
timid, and that having? regard to the increasing 
mining population and consequently more riotous 
conduct and intemperance thereby caused. In 
August, however, the police force was still ineffi- 
cient and the Chief Constable was again written to. 

In 1868 additional Constables were regularly 
appointed, indicating the growing prosperity of 
the mines. After 1877 the Council never ap- 
pointed the Constables : they are now appointed 
by the County Bench and their chief function 
to-day seems to be the door-keeping at the polling 
stations when elections take place. 

The term SCAVENGER was formerly used 
for the office we should now call Chairman of the 
Sanitary Committee. It was an honourable office 
and in some towns we read of ex-mayors paying 
for the privilege of holding the office. It was 
sometimes combined with the offices of Church - 
w^arden or Overseer of the Poor and the Scavenger 
could then order the paupers to clean the streets. 
The office had lapsed in our borough for some 
time about a century ago, and a few years before 
1833 it was revived, although the officer then per- 
formed no duties, as he had " no authority to 
perform the duties of a scavenger." 

To-day the term Scavenger is applied to the 
two servants of the Council who cleanse the 
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Streets and act generally as agents of the Sanitary 
Committee from the Chairman of which Com- 
mittee they receive their instructions ; the first 
Scavenger is also Water Bailiff, the general agent 
of the Water Committee. 

After the Municipal Reform Act other officials 
were appointed. The duties of levying and col- 
lecting rates, etc., those duties of the ASSESSOR, 
had most likely, as we have stated, been previously 
performed by the Mayor and Recorder. In many 
places by the Chamberlain or Borough Accountant 
until the abolition of the Court Leet. After the 
Act we find in the Council Minute-Books that 
they were always appointed at the same time as 
the AUDITORS annually by election of the Coun- 
cil. The following is a list of these officers com- 
piled from the minutes and from the " Declaration 
Book," which they had to sign like the Mayors, 
Aldermen and Councillors : — 



Assessors. 
1836. David Jervis. 

Thomas Davies. 
11^37. David Jervis. 

Edmd. Cleaton, resigned 

Nov., then 
William Hunt, Glancly- 
wedog. 

1838. William Hunt. 
Evan Mills. 

1839. Same. 

1810. John Jervis. 
Evan Mills. 

1841. Evan Kinsey, China 

Street. 
Jeremiah Woolley, Pen- 
rhiw. 

1842. Same. 



Auditors. 
William Roberts. 
Edmund Cleaton. 
William Roberts. 
Thomas Morgan. 



Same. 

Edward Hughes, jun. 
William Jerman, jun. 
Same. ' 

William Jerman, jun. 

Edward Lewis, Red Lion 

Same. 
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Assessors. 

1843. Thomas Jones. 
Jeremiah WooUey. 

1844. John Brown. 
Thomas Lewis, tanner. 

1845. John Brown, who could 

not sign the declara- 
tion, so David Morris 
elected. 
Thomas Lewis, could not 
attend because of 
training and exercise 
of Mont. Cavalry and 
appointed John Kinsey 
his deputy. 

1846. David Kinsey. 

David Morris, mercer. 

1847. John Scott, became in- 

eligible,, then Thomas 
Lewis appointed. 



Auditors. 
Same. 

Edward Lewis. 
David Kinsey, mercer. 
Same. 



Edward Rees, shop- 
keeper. 
Edward LewMs. 
David Morris. 





Edward Rees. 


Evan Mills. 


1848. 


William Howell Marsh. 


John Jarman. 




David Morris. 


Edward Jenkins. 


1849 50. Thos. Lewis, tanner. 


Joseph Evans, innkeeper 




James Lloyd. 


Edward Rees. 


1851. 


George Marpole. 


Richard Morgan. 




Charles Evans. 


John Mendus Jones. 


1852. 


Joseph Evans. 


David Morris. 




David Hamer. 


Edward Rees. 


1853. 


Joseph Evans. 


John Hamer. 




Richard .Marpole. 


John Mendus Jones. 


1854. 


No declaration. 


John Hamer. 
Richard Elias. 


1855. 






1856. 


No declaration. 




1857. 


Richard Marpole. 


Evan Evans. 




David Hamer. 


Richard Morgan. 


1858. 


Joseph Evans. 


Richard Mills. 




William Thomas. 


William Pughe. 


1859. 


Edward Evans. 


Thomas Phillips. 




Edward Jones. 


Richard Marpole. 




John Jerman (Oct.). 
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Assessors. 


Auditors. 


1860. 


John Reynolds. 


Edward Jones. 




John Lewis. 


William Jerman, jun. 


1861. 


Richard Morgan. 


John Reynolds. 




Thomas Phillips. 


Edward Jones. 


1862. 


Richard Mills. 


Richard Morgan. 




William Thomas. 


Thomas Phillips. 


1863. 


Richard Morgan. 


David Morris. 




Thomas Phillips. 


William Jones. 


1864. 


David Morris. 
William Jones. 


William Henry Benson 


1865. 


Edward Lewis. 


Stephen Higgs. 




Edward Jones. 


William Henry Benson 


18S6. 


Stephen Higgs. 
William Henry Benson. 


No declaration. 


1867. 


Edward Jones. 
Edward Lewis. 




1868. 


Edward Lewis. 
Stephen Higgs. 




1869. 


Edward Rees. 


Edward Lewis. 




Thomas Benbow. 


Stephen Higgs. 


1870. 


Stephen Higgs. 


Edward Rees. 




George Morgan. 


Matthew Alderson. 


1871. 


John Hamer. 
Thomas Benbow. 




1872. 


William Jerman. 


Richard Jones. 
John Kitto. 


1873. 


John Jones. 


John Hamer. 




Edward Jones. 


Daniel Davies. 


1874. 


Richard Hamer. 
David Lloyd Morgan. 




1875. 


Richard Evans. 
George Roberts. 


Daniel Higgs. 


1876; 


No declaration. 




1877. 


Edward Jones. 





In dealing with the Borough Finances we 
shall have much to say on the question of rates. 
The RATE COLLECTORS have been from 

1855-1861— Stephen Higgs. 
1861-1872— Edward Howells. 
1872-1877— Meredith Hamer. 
1877-1891— William Pearce. 
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1891-1898 — John E. Jones. Cambrian Place. 
1898-1899— David Alfred Lewis, Brodawel. 
1899-present — Richard Williams, The Green. 

The TOLL COLLECTORS are a very 
ancient institution, and we shall deal with the 
subject of toils in our financial chapter. 

The MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
has, of course, a modern office. It has been held 
by:- 

1873-1879— Dr. John Robert Shiels. 

1879-1891— Dr. Jonas Howe. 

1891 -present — Dr. John Vaiighan Owen. 

The salary of the Medical Officer of Health has 
usually been £20 per annum. The reports are all 
in one large folio volume dating from 1873. 

The INSPECTOR OF NUISANCES has 
taken up some of the most important duties of 
the Mayor and other high officials : the whole 
Council formerly dealt with matters of this kind 
and perambulated the borough on certain occa- 
sions, — significantly about the time when ♦* spring 
cleaning " ought to have been done — to inspect 
the sanitary state of the town. The modern 
officials have been : — 

1855-1864 — Police Sergeant James Owen. 

1864 — Edward Howell appointed at a salary of £5 
*' and if he finds the duties too heavy to acquaint 
the Council that they may consider the advis- 
ability of advancing the amount of salary paid," 

1872-1880— Meredith Hamer, Great Oak Street, ap- 
pointed at a salary of £7 10s. per annum. His 
salary was raised to £10 in the following year. 

1880 — Richard Evans, brickmaker, was appointed as 
foreman working scavenger, toll collector and 
Inspector of Nuisances : for this last office he 
was to receive two shillings per we^k. 
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1891— Thomas Hamer. 

1896-present — John Morgan, junr., Short Bridge 

Street, was appointed at £7 10s. per annum, 

now receives £10. 

The INSPECTORS OF COMMON LODG- 
ING HOUSES have heen appointed from the 
Constabulary resident in the town. The Regulation 
of Common Lodging Houses Act was passed in 
185L 

1852— P.S. James Owen. 
1856— P.C. William Morris. 
1868— P.S. James Owen. 
1901-1907— P.S. John Hughes. 
1907— P.S. Lewis. 

There was, too, in recent times a STREET 
SURVEYOR. In 1854 James Lloyd held the 
office. William Pearce was later paid a salary of 
£20 as Street Surveyor. 

The Borough TREASURERS since the 
Muncipal Act have been : — 

Jan., 1836 — Thomas Hay ward, solicitor. 
Nov., 1836-1852— William Cieaton. 
1852-1865— Edward Hughes. 
1865-1871— David Morris, draper. 

In November, 1871, an alteration was made 
in the system of appointing to this office : it was 
decided 

"That the North and South Wales Banking Com- 
pany be in future treasurer of the Accounts of this 
borough and that all payments be made by cheque 
signed by the Mayor and two members of the Corv 
poration.*' 

This resolution is still adhered to. 
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The appointment of OVERSEERS, formerly 
in the hands of the Council, has been restored 
since 1905. In March, 1904, the Local Govern- 
ment Board was applied to for power to appoint 
Overseers, representatives on the Burial Board, 
Trustees of Parochial Charities, and to nominate 
Parochial Constables under section 33 of the 
Local Government Act of 1894. As an outcome 
of this the following have held office : — 

1905 — George Hercomb, Daniel Higgs. 
1906 — Edmund Hamer, John Jones. 
1907 — Chas. Edwin Pryce, John Jones. 

The Council has the power of appointment of 
persons on other PUBLIC BODIES, especially 
to bodies connected with Education. The appoint- 
ments to the Court of Governors of the Univer- 
sity College of Wales, Aberystwyth, have 
been made for many years. In 1870 Alderman 
T. Ffoulkes Roberts and John Jenkins were 
appointed to attend an Education Conference at 
Aberystwyth. In 1883 George Thomas (Mayor) 
and J. H. Webb were appointed delegates to Aber- 
ystwyth College Conference at Chester, and in 
1885 Edward Davies was appointed Governor of 
the College for five years, subsequently renewed 
for another five years. In 1888 the Council sup- 
ported and signed a petition to Parliament to 
grant a permanent charter to the College. In 
1904 E. R. Horsfall-Turner was appointed Coun- 
cil's representative Governor of the College. 

To the Bangor University College the 
Town Clerk (J. D. Davies) was Governor from 
1884 to 1897, William Ashton in 1898, and John 
Kinsey Jones from 1899 to the present. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF LLANIDLOES. 



191 



The Councirs representatives on the Govern- 
ing Body of the County Intermediate School have 
been appointed as follows for the two seats : — 

1894 — Alfred J. Morris and Samuel Meddins. 

1905, April — Edmund Hamer. 

1899, Aug.— Chas. Edwin Pryce. 

1907, Dec.— Richard George. 

The old School Board was elected by the 
ratepayers nd hoc. After its abolition the Council 
received the power to appoint Managers of the 
elementary schools. 
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CHAPTER V. 
REQALIA AND RECORDS. 

**A11 in high baronial pride." 

'T'HE old regalia of the borough was of very 
meagre importance. The old maces which 
were used by the Sergeants were referred to in 
the report of the Commission in no very compli- 
mentary language : the tankard referred to was 
surely that from which the burgesses drank the 
wine given them by those newly added to their 
number. 

"Two small maces of lead or pewter were pro- 
duced ; the humble symbols of a poor but ancient 
municipality; the first regalia of 
k infant Rome could not have been 

J more mean than these. A vessel 

mX of brass, called a tankard, and said 

mg^ to contain a quart, was also 

^ shown ; it has the word * Llan- 

idloes,' and armorial bearings." 

The twelve old halberds 
which our older townsmen re- 
member as having been carried 
by .the constables when they 
proclaimed ** Peace ! in the 
King's name ! " are still at 
Dol-llys Hall. 

The witnesses reported to 
the Commission in 1833 that 
they never saw or heard of a 
Town Seal or the impression 
of one. There was, however, 
a seal soon after : it was simply 
a few hatched lines encircled 
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by a ribbon bearing the name " Llanidloes Bor- 
ough." This was superseded 
in 1858, when it was decided 
on the motion of Councillor 
Meddins, seconded by Coun- 
cillor Mendus Jones: 

"That the Town Council do 
forthwith order a new seal 
for the Corporation with the 
design of a ' ram * engraved 
thereon surrounded with the words * Borough of 
Llanidloes.' " 

In the finance report we find this simple 
wooden stamp cost £3 5s. A desire for a more 

dignified method than 
blobs of sealing wax led 
the Council to appoint 
the Secretary of the 
Improvement Commit- 
tee to report upon a 
new seal in 1900, and 
the matter has been 
eventually taken up 
again with the result 
that the centre piece of 
the Mayoral chain has 
been taken as the basis of the newest design.'*' 

The mayoral robe, hat and chain were first 
worn by William Thomas in 1887. The chain 
consists of a pendant of sterling gold with 18 
highly-chased links and larger links with tablets 
for engraving names and years of office of succes- 
sive Mayors, with cube links having maces at the 
sides, and bearing in enamel monograms the 




13 



* See p. 201. 
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indication of the Jubilee year of the reorganised 
Borough. The badge of larger size, figured in on 
page 156, has emblazoned upon it the Arms of 
the Borough — a composite of the arms of the 
chief families of Lloyd of Berthlwyd and Cloch- 
faen so early and so intimately connected with the 
borough administration — in correct enamel colours. 
It represents upon an ermine shield with bordure 
gules marked with eight mullets, a lion rampant, 
argent and mural crown with eight visible merlons 
signifying a council of sixteen members with the 
name of the town over and the legend ** Borough 
by Prescription." Its supporters, or rather orna- 
mental figures, consist of two crossed leeks — 
denoting a Welsh borough — and the croziers — 
denoting the saintly office of Idloes. The reverse 
side contains an inscription stating that the chain 
was presented to the Mayor of Llanidloes by 
public subscription to commemorate the Jubilee 
year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria and also the 
Jubilee of the Borough under the Municipal Cor- 
porations Act, and giving the names of the Com- 
mittee of Presentation. 

Why the legend " Borough of Prescription " 
should have been placed on this badge is not quite 
clear ? If it meant that Llanidloes claimed cor- 
porate privileges by ancient usage and that it never 
had a charter, that is probably untrue. The words 
were put on contrary to the advice of those most 
likely to know in 1887 : they have been omitted 
from the seal and replaced by " 1280," the date 
of the earliest markets and fairs charter and by 
the motto of Idloes dating from the sixth century : 
** Goreu cynneddf cadw moes." 
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The Mayor alone wears a robe : the Town 
Clerks, as Registrars of County Courts, have 
recently had the privilege of wearing wig and 
gown. 

Having referred in Chapter II to the early 
patents, charters or inquisitions, it is not necessary 
to refer again to those, nor is it necessary to speak 
of the red leather MS. book of Mr. Rowley 
Morris." We shall have to refer later to the 
" Toll Book." 

At the time of the Commission it was re- 
ported : — 

"The books of the town are in the custody of the 
Recorder. Two volumes were produced : the oldest 
commences with the year 16 George II. There ap- 
peared to be a gap from the 4th George III to the 16th 
year of the same reign ; that during a period of eleven 
years the usual entries were wanting ; it is possible, 
however, that they were made in some other part of 
the book, or that some of the leaves had been mis- 
placed ; and it is possible, on the other hand, that 
•there may be further omissions." 

Enquiries have been made concerning the 
whereabouts of these books but so far to no pur- 
pose. They disappeared about the period when 
they were reported upon. Edward Hamer sup- 
poses they went to London with the Commissioner's 
report, but they are not at the Privy Council office. 

The Council MINUTE BOOKS date back to 
1835, commencing at the date of the Municipal 
Reform Act. The minutes from 1835 to 1852 
were kept in a strong leather-bound folio book of 
some 200 pages. The second book in parchment 
cover, foolscap size, dates from 21st May, 1852, to 

* See p. 50. 
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18th February, 1875, contains about 150 pages. 
The third, fourth, and fifth are still more substan- 
tial and capacious. 

The first begins with an account of a meeting 
at the Parish Vestry Room on the 26th day of 
December, 1835, at 9 o'clock in the forenoon. 
Thomas Edmund Marsh, Esquire, presiding as 
Deputy Mayor for and by virtue of a formal depu- 
tation under seal from the Honourable Thomas 
Pryce Lloyd, Mayor. Twelve Councillors for the 
said Borough were duly polled for. The following 
were the Candidates and their votes : — 



Bowen Woosnam 


120 


John Cleaton 


69 


Hugh Jones 


120 


Thomas Thomas ... 


65 


Thos. Edmund Marsh, jr 


120 


Edmund Cleaton ... 


54 


John Edwards 


118 


Thomas Hay ward ... 


53 


David Davies, jr 


117 


Thomas Davies ... 


37 


Richard Lewis, jr. 


111 


Thomas Morgan ... 


35 


Richard Jervis, jr. 


85 


Evan Mills 


8 


Benjamin Jones 


86 


David Evans, Hotel 


2 


David Swancott 


84 


Evan Rees 


1 


William Hunt 


82 


John Jones 


1 


Thomas Evans Lewis... 


71 


Dd. Evans, surgeon 


1 



Then follows a declaration signed by Thomas 
Edmund Marsh, Deputy Mayor, of the election of 
the first twelve of these. 

On the last day of the year these twelve 
Councillors met at the house of Edward Lewis of 
Frankwell : the declarations were signed by all 
except Mr. Marsh. John Jones, John Parry, 
David Evans (surgeon) and Evan Rees were 
elected Aldermen. They met at the same house 
again next day. Mr. Marsh and the Aldermen 
subscribed to the Declaration of acceptance of 
office and Mr. Bowen Woosnam was elected 
Mayor. Town Clerk, Treasurer and Crier were 
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also elected and arrangements made for quarterly 
meetings at noon on the 4th April, 4th July and 
4th October. They then adjourned to 4 o'clock 
at the Trewythen Arms Inn, where they received 
the returns of the Petty Constables and proposed 
Constables as follows : — 

r^ong Bridge Street — Thomas Jones, manufacturer, 

and Richard Evans, butcher. 
Great Oak Street — John Brown, carpenter, and Evan 

Woosnam. 
Short Bridge Street — Stephen Williams, cooper. 
China Street — Thomas Jones, glazier. 

The next meeting was held in the Town 
Clerk's Office, 8th February. A Watch Com- 
mittee was appointed, and arrangements made for 
the appointment of the above Constables by this 
Committee. A memorial concerning the tolls (to 
which we refer in that connection) was passed and 
arrangements were made for a Special Council 
Meeting to make Bye-laws for " Good rule and 
government . . . and for the prevention and 
suppression of all nuisances not already punishable 
in a summary manner and to fix fines." The 
Council met : we are not told where : Mr. Hugh 
Jones was appointed to the chair, and the only 
business recorded — and this seems to have formed 
a precedent for such meetings — was THAT this 
meeting for the making of Bye- Laws for this 
Borough be adjourned until the 1st day of March 
next. The names of those present are given and 
as they number thirteen and the day was Friday 
the adjournment is probably well accounted for. 
But St. David's Day brought no notice of the 
Bye-Laws, and we next find in November a reso- 
lution that they be considered on 1st December 
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next, which was done and they were afterwards 
posted on the **Town Hall." This posting cost 
the ratepayers seven shillings. 

In November, 1836, there was an election for 
four Councillors for whose seats twelve persons 
were nominated. The highest number of votes 
received was 24 for Thomas Evans Lewis. 

The burgesses of Llanidloes will probably be 
interested to learn something of the borough 
income and expenditure in the year of the acces- 
sion of Queen Victoria. The year commenced 
with a balance in hand of £4 19s. lOJd. and 
ended with a deficit of 12s. 11-J^d. 

Recbipts. 

From what sources derived : Am* 

6th March, 1837. Balance in hands of £ s. d. 
Treasurer 4 19 OJ 

Cash received from late Overseers in part 
of Assessment made by Council on 5th 
August, 1836 14 2 6 

Balance unreceived £2 I4s. Id. 

Balance due to Treasurer ... ... ... 11 llj 



Expenditure. 
For what purpose expended : 

Town Clerk's Salary to 9th Nov., 1837 ... 

Paid Printing Bye- Laws 

Do. Burgesses List 

Paid Police Officers, 7 weeks at 12s. per 

week ... ... ... ... 4 4 

Paid Magistrates' Clerk at Newtown for 

taking Declaration of Councillors ... 2 6 



£19 


13 


6 




Amt 


£ 


s. 


d. 


10 








2 








3 


7 






£19 13 6 
22nd May, 1838. Examined the above by us. 

WILLIAM ROBERTS, \ . ... 
THOMAS MORGAN, / ^uaitors. 
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In 1839, however, the turnover of the Council is 
£132 18s. 5d. with a deficit of TJd. In 1840 the 
balance-sheet showed a deficit of £3 18s. 2d., 
although the expenditure for the year was only 
£6 18s. 7 id. 

On acceptance of office, each burgess has to 
sign within five days after the notice of election 
the " DECLARATION BOOK." The book at 
present in use was printed in 1847 by John Jones 
at the Albion Printing Office in Long Bridge 
Street. It is entitled : — 

Declarations made by 

Mayors, Aldermen, Councillors, Auditors, and Assessors 

of the borough of LLANIDLOES 

in the County of Montgomery, of their Acceptance of Office. 

The first page contains the following declara- 
tion signed by the Mayor for that year, Thomas 
Ffoulkes Roberts, on the 25th day of November, 
before John Davies and John Foulkes, being two 
of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the 
County of Montgomery : — 

"I Thomas Foulkes Roberts do solemnly and sin- 
cerely in the presence of God, profess, testify and 
declare upon the true faith of a Christian, that I will 
never exercise any power, authority, or influence, 
which I may possess by virtue of the Office of Mayor 
of the Borough of Llanidloes, in the County of Mont- 
gomery, to injure or weaken the Protestant Church, 
as it is established in England, or to disturb the said 
Church, or the Bishops or Clergy of the said Church, 
in the possession of any rights or privileges to which 
such Church, or the said Bishops or Clergy are or 
may be by law entitled." 

This declaration was regularly signed as a 
part of the acceptance of office until 1867 : the 
last to sign being Stephen Higgs and William 
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Henry Benson on the 6th October, 1866. This 
was the period of the Reform agitation in the 
country, when, following the defeat of the Govern- 
ment Reform Bill, a large meeting in Hyde Park, 
London, ended in a riot, in which hundreds of 
yards of railings were torn down. Disraeli, in 
consequence of the feeling in the country, decided 
to " dish the Whigs " by what Earl Derby de- 
scribed as " a leap in the dark," by granting 
household suffrage. 

Following this is the declaration of acceptance 

of office of all the officials named up to the present. 

Until the year 1888 the declaration ran as follows: 

" I having been elected for the 

Borough of Llanidloes, do hereby declare that I take 

the said office upon myself and will duly and faithfully 

fulfil the duties thereof according to the best of my 

judgment and ability, and I do hereby declare that I 

am seised or possessed of personal estate to the 

amount of Five hundred Pounds over and above what 

will satisfy all my debts." 

The latter half was sometimes replaced by the words: 
*' declare that I am rated to the relief of the Poor in 
the said Borough to the amount of Fifteen Pounds 
and upwards annually." 

From the year 1888 the clause is omitted and 
replaced by a declaration that the official is on 
the Burgess Roll of the said Borough. 

We find in the early statements of accounts 
of the reformed Council interesting side-lights on 
the doings of the burgesses. We find among the 
sources of revenue such items as the following : — 

John Cleaton, nuisance Thos. Humphreys, pigs 

2s. 6d. 2s. 6d. 

David Gwillim, drunk 5s. Od. Edwd. Mills, rescue 20s. 
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John Kinsey, disorderly 

house 5s. Od. 
B. Woosnam. nuisance 

Is. 6d. 
Mary Brown, assault 2s. 6d. 
Mary Leeke, potatoes 

Is. Od. 



Edward Fish, drunk 2s. 6d. 
Morgan Humphreys, drunk 

5s. Od. 
John Brown, gambling 

2s. 6d. 
William Bennett, pig Is. Od. 



At least three of the above figure among the 
Mayors of the Borough, so that in these fines we 
cannot detect much respect of persons, an indica- 
tion of the democratic feeling of the Constables 
The item of 5s. lOd. for glazing the windows of 
Nathan Mills the Constable's house would seem to 
throw a light upon the adventures of some of the 
drunks of those days. We also notice that Nathan 
received half of John Kinsey's fine : it appears to 
have been to his interest to summon those who 
could pay. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE COUNCIL AND ITS COMMITTEES. 

"They had, what burning patriots feel 
The stern exaltedness of zeal." 

'T'HE "City Fathers" as a body deserve our 
■ notice, for although their stern exaltedness 
of zeal might be sometimes questioned, it cannot 
be disputed that from the ancient days the embryo 
of self-government has developed from the insignifi- 
cant seeds of a manorial court to a body of con- 
siderable performance, which has within itself the 
powers of still more marvellous expansion. In the 
early times the prime object of the local authority 
was the suppression of nuisances and the regulat- 
ing of agricultural employment as far as it related 
to the common lands and wastes : to-day it has 
developed into an almost all-embracing local 
government controlling a comparatively large 
revenue and responsible for extensive business 
undertakings. 

An important document, a sort of self-denying 
ordinance and infliction of a penalty, appears in 
the Council Minute-Book after the minutes of the 
meeting of the 16th of November, 1840. It is 
worth quoting in full because it shows how the 
Councillors, even then, appreciated their high office. 

"The remissness of the members of this council to 
attend as well at the meetings specially convened as 
at the quarterly Meetings having been a source of 
much complaint and inconvenience, We, the under- 
signed severally, pledge ourselves that unless absent 
from home and out of any part of the borough, or 
unable by illness to attend, we will respectively attend 
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and stay for the transaction of business at any meeting 
of the Council that shall be convened as the statute 
requires and of which the required notice shall have 
been given to us and in case of omission by either of 
us respectively so to attend (one hour's previous 
verbal notice of any such meeting in addition to the 
notice before mentioned being given to us respectively 
or left with any member of our respective families), 
We severally promise each other that we will respec- 
tively for every such omission pay to the Borough 
Treasurer the sum of Five Shillings, to be applied in 
aid of the Borough Fund." 

Then follow the signatures of twelve members 
of the Council, headed by the Mayor, Thomas 
Hay ward. 

Apart from the Markets and Fairs administra- 
tion and the control of Finance, to which we must 
devote special notice, the oldest function of the 
Council and its most important committee still is 
the SANITARY. We have no doubt that the 
Court Leet records bristle with cases of present- 
ment for defective sanitation. We have only to 
consider the oldest buildings of the borough to find 
that sanitary condition of the buildings was almost 
impossible. The building of houses so late as 1740 
was almost a relic of days when men built with 
trees : there are probably one or two houses re- 
maining still where the beam of the roof and the 
upright at the end of the house are one piece of 
timber carefully chosen from the old oak forest. 
Although the straw thatch and *' dab and wattle " 
are nearly gone they live still in men's memories. 
There are, too, a few of our townsmen who recol- 
lect, as we have said, in Great Oak Street — where 
the Great Oak flourished in the middle of the 
street — " pig styes, refuse-tips and cesspools '* in 
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the middle of the street, and how leaves and 
" feern " used to be gathered from the " old 
coppy " and woods around to be put into the 
cesspools and, trodden down, left to soak for a 
week before being piled up in the back yards of the 
houses. Practically every house had a pig as 
neighbour, and by its help the owners supplied 
themselves with bacon and potatoes. It was, as 
we can imagine, somewhat odorous in the streets 
when in the " potato-setting " some twenty loads 
of manure had to be carted out of Great Oak 
Street alone and every back yard sent forth its 
quota to the general seed-time. 

It is only fair to the Council to state its 
resolutions on these matters : we hesitate to en- 
quire if the resolutions were carried out so strictly 
as might be. 

In 1840, a Committee, consisting of the Mayor 
(Thomas Hay ward), John Parry and Edward 
Hughes, be appointed, to be called the " Scavenger 
Committee," whose powers and duties shall be as 
follows : — 

To enforce and compel the Surveyor of highways to 
do his duty. To employ labourers to sweep or clean 
the streets and channels, and, as far as lawful [observe 
the caution] , to remove any mixen or other like 
nuisance, and to superintend such cleanings and 
disposition of the refuse at their discretion, and that 
any expense they may incur in executing this order be 
paid out of the Borough funds (maximum five pounds 
per annum). 

In 1842 cornes the Scavenger Treasurer's first bill 
for three guineas. 

The appearance of the " Asiatic Cholera " in 
the country in 1848 and the passing of the " Nui- 
sance Removal and Diseases Prevention Act " 
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Stirred the Council to issue a proclamation to the 
inhabitants requiring them to cleanse, purify, 
whitewash, etc., and the Gentlemen resident in the 
town and neighbourhood were asked to accompany 
the whole Council on a visit of inspection. 

In 1853 the Town Clerk was to find out the 
owners of dunghills on the Upper Green and on 
the Lower Green near the Long Bridge and to 
take steps to have them removed. In 1855 it was 
ordered that drains through the streets should be 
eighteen inches in diameter. Also that a proclam- 
ation be made by the Crier on Monday, October 
1st next, warning the inhabitants "to remove all 
dunghills and other nuisances also all carts and 
other obstructions from the streets and other 
public thoroughfares in the Borough preparatory 
to the event about to take place the 3rd October " 
[i.e. the cutting of the first sod of the Railway] . 
The next year T. E. Marsh made an offer of £40 
towards a sewerage scheme and the Council 
" pledged themselves to use every effort, etc.," 
and in the same year the inhabitants were warned 
in May to ** remove all dungheaps and cleanse all 
cesspools " during the week preparatory to the 
ANNUAL VISIT and inspection of the Scaven- 
ger's committee. Was this the origin of spring 
cleaning? In 1868 the Scavenger was allowed a 
shilling a week for removing straw and other 
market deposit " preparatory to the Sabbath." 
In 1870 notice was given to an important official 
of the Council residing in Long Bridge Street to 
" discontinue the practice of leaving manure and 
other rubbish for an unreasonable time " before 
removal. 
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In 1873 vendors of greengrocery and herrings, 
etc., etc., were to be made to remove all their 
refuse before midnight of the day of sale. At 
Christmas, 1874, Severn Port was ordered to be 
cleared of mixens and cesspools. 

In 1878 the Council purchased from Edward 
Morris, Esquire, 30 acres of land for the Sewage 
Farm at £80 per acre : the vendor reserving sport- 
ing, game, minerals, timber, river and brook. The 
sanitary scheme was in full progress 1880 and 
there were difficulties and changes both of engin- 
eers and clerks of the works : the works were 
completed with " Captain " Pearse, the Inspector 
of Nuisances, as clerk at a pound a week. 

Ten years after. Lodging House Bye- Laws 
were passed, and in 1903 an Isolation Hospital 
was built upon the Sewage Farm for £150. 

We have referred in our first chapter to the 
Common Land and Borough Boundaries. We 
may again refer to them in connection with the 
ENCROACHMENT Committee. It is necessary 
to state that the vexed question of land ownership 
was a frequent cause of quarrels and the broils of 
the town even to the time of the Enclosure Act 
were often traceable to this beginning. 

In 1579, at the Great Sessions, the jury pre- 
sented that "John David ap Owen," late of Keven 
Penarth, gent., at a place called Glane Cleuvedock 
and Camere, forcibly enclosed a parcel of common 
land of one David Lloyd Jenkin,t Jenkin Llew- 
elyn ap Moris, Morgan Glyn, and other tenants of 
the town of Llanidlois and of the township of 

♦ Seep. 61. t Seep. 57. 
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Keven Penarth, containing by estimation, 40 acres 
of pasture and wood land to the great loss and 
damage of the said tenants." 

The state of Penygraig Street fifty years ago 
may be surmised from the minute which requested 
John Marsh to make a proper fence on Penygraig 
between the road and the river to remove danger 
to persons passing. 

We have referred"' to the modern addition to 
the common land of the borough at what we call 
"The Gro." Before 1830 this land was under the 
river, which stretched from the Kennel Fields to 
Smithfield Street. The modern Encroachment 
Committee came into existence in the year 1837 
by a resolution that the Mayor, together with 
Alderman Evan Rees and Alderman John Cleaton 
be a committee to be called the Encroachment 
Committee, to see that no encroachments be made 
within the Borough and to report such (if any) to 
the Council. In 1863 we find William Thomas of 
the Old Foundry paying eighteenpence acknow- 
ledgment for the use of this " Gro '* property, now 
yielding a handsome revenue to the town, for 
storage. In 1867, Assistant Commissioners on 
Boundaries held a sitting at the Trewythen Arms 
Hotel, but their visit had no influence on Llan- 
idloes. In 1876 a piece of land adjoining the Long 
Bridge was taken over by the Council, and it was 
proposed to mark out the boundaries of the 
Borough waste lands with stones. In this same 
year occurred the famous suit Woosnam v. Mered- 
ith,-^which cost the late Richard Meredith so 

*Sce p. 31. 



Digitized by 



Google 



208 MUNICIPAL HISTORY 

dearly, — concerning the rights of the " Gro." We 
cannot enter into the most interesting details of 
this : suffice it to say that the Council afterwards 
decided to allow Mr. Meredith the amount from 
borough funds for having "defended a public right," 
but on Mr. Woosnam, as a ratepayer, objecting 
and applying to the High Court for a writ of 
certiorari, the Council was defeated and its inten- 
tion frustrated. In 1877 an attempt was made to 
close in the under part of the Old Market Hall, 
and the Council authorised the Encroachment 
Committee to take immediate steps to " pull down 
all walls and partitions," which we are not sur- 
prised to hear was done by the very active assist- 
ance of the frequenters thereof. 

In the same year, too, the Council "adjourned 
to take possession of the piece of land " in Severn 
Port claimed by E. Lewis, Brynhyfryd. In 1891 
the Corporation Building in Brook Street was 
built, and three years later the Gro was fenced 
from the river. Since then the minute-book of 
the Committee contains frequent references to 
encroachments, especially on the river side above 
the Short Bridge and below the Long Bridge, 
where the aggressive Gas Company and adjoining 
owners are accused of over-stepping their allot- 
ments as shown in the " Parish Award " map of 
1826. 

The LIGHTING Committee is of recent date. 
On the 9th of February, 1838, a committee was 
appointed to ascertain and report the expense of 
obtaining and fixing up twenty lamps with neces- 
sary irons and appendages in suitable places in the 
borough. A special meeting of the Council was 
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held in the Town Clerk's office on the 10th of 
April, 1839, to take into consideration the propriety 
of the Council taking upon themselves the powers 
'given to inspectors by the Act of 3rd and 4th 
William IV. c. 90 — commonly called the Lighting 
and Watching Act — so far as relates to the light- 
ing of the Borough ; and also to take into con- 
sideration and to adopt or reject the proposals 
made by the General Provincial Gas and Water 
Company to light the streets of the said Borough 
with Gas. This action was taken, and the seal of 
the Council was affixed to the agreement. 

In 1841 the whole Council was appointed a 
committee to fix four new lamps: two months later 
six others were ordered and the Mayor was author- 
ized to keep by him £2 worth of glass for repairs. 
To April, 1842, David Jervis' bill for oil was £8 4s, 
Thomas Owens was thenceforth frequently ap- 
pointed "Crier and Lamplighter." In 1856 the 
Council wanted to charge all the parish for town 
lighting. Three years later we find that the lamps 
were lit until midnight and on markets and fairs 
until two o'clock next morning. In the same year 
the Gas Company was formed and a committee 
appointed to " enquire into the propriety " of 
lighting the borough with gas. This led to the 
adoption of the Street Lighting Act. For lighting 
the sixteen lamps the Company charged for two 
quarters £15, We find Joseph Smethurst and 
then Meredith Hamer acting as lamplighters to ^ 

the Council, and in 1873 the Lighting and Watch 
Committees became one. The charge for lighting 
was then £2 per lamp from September to April. 
They fined the lamplighter five shillings in 1875 

14 
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for not putting out the lamps, and we find in 1878 
his salary raised to £9 10s. In 1886 a Conmiittee 
was formed to negotiate for the purchase of th^ 
Gas works. The lamp-posts were apparently used 
for Bill-posting, and in 1888 the Crier had to pro- 
claim against this practice. The lighting of 
vehicles was enforced in 1901. 

In writing of the WATER SUPPLY Com- 
mittee it occurs to us as strange that we have 
never seen on record a history of that venerable 
institution the " Pump yr Hall." Its beginning 
goes far back in history: it was when we first hear 
of it in 1840 and was then out of repair. Dr. 
Richard Jervis (Brynllys) and Edward George 
supplied timber for its repair for £3 Is. 7d. and 
£1 14s. 9d. respectively. In 1842, William Jerman, 
senior, received for repairing the Pump and for a 
wheelbarrow £1 6s. 6d. and for care of the Pump for 
a year £1 5s. In 1862 a committee recommended 
an iron pump, and William Jerman's bill, exclusive 
of timber, etc., was £3 1 Is. 9id. The water of the 
pump was analysed in 1879, together with samples 
from the pumps of the Red Lion and NVhite Lion : 
and at the same date a Committee was appointed 
to report upon the Water Supply. Three years later 
the Pump water was again analysed, and soon 
after we find a public meeting deciding that no 
Waterworks be undertaken. The Local Govern- 
ment Board were appeased by references to the 
good report of the Medical Officer, the depressed 
state of the town and the efficiency of the water 
supply for drinking and for flushing. In 1888 an 
iron grate was fixed around the pump to remedy 
^ nuisance, and in 1394 a drinking cup and chain 
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was ordered and supplied in the following summer. 
In this year, too, a committee was again appointed 
to report upon a Water Supply, and five years 
later tenders for the Reservoir from £7,000 to 




£14,000 were received and the work undertaken by 
John Jones Meredith for the lower sum. In 1901 
David Evans, Frongoch, was appointed Caretaker 
of the Reservoir at a salary of £5, and John Lloyd 
was promoted from general scavenger to Water 
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Bailiff. Complaints became rife concerning the 
impurity of the water of the Pump ; it survived 
these complaints, however, and was repaired, until 
its handle was removed in 1905 and has been 
recently stored away in the ** Old Lock-up *' where 
the •* Patent Filters " may hiss their scorn upon 
its ancient glory. 

The TOWN IMPROVEMENT Committee 
is a very new one and has already been amalgam- 
ated with the older Encroachment Committee. 
Its duties were formerly in some sort carried out 
by the whole Council, as when they memorialised 
the Postmaster General to grant Post Office 
Orders at the local office. In 1896 Councillor 
Edward Dakin brought forward the question of 
making Llanidloes a tourist resort : a committee 
was formed and began at once to suggest improve- 
ments. The Severn Port was first beautified by 
120 yards of wooden embankment and a planta- 
tion : an effort was made to acquire a recreation 
ground : views of Llanidloes scenery were pla^ced 
in the railway carriages : trees presented by the 
late Evan Powell of Penyrallt were placed in the 
streets : agitations for a District Post Office and 
improved service were started : Alderman Ashton 
gave, instead of the usual wasteful " banquet," a 
cheque of fifty pounds to form a " Town Improve- 
ment Fund " and each successive Mayor added to 
the amount until a handsome nucleus was handed 
over for the purchase of the site of the Municipal 
Buildings: a good road to the Woodlands was 
constructed and paid for partly by property owners 
under the Public Health Act : the telephone was 
introduced into the town : application was made 
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for the location of the Offices of the University of 
Wales : Bethel Street was vastly improved : the 
seats presented by the " Coronation " committee 
were placed in the suburbs: the houses were num- 
bered : the " Borough Guide " written : and a new 
Borough Seal designed. On this Committee, too, 
has devolved the duty of the inspection and 
approval of building plans. 

Whatever may be thought of the activity of 
these standing Committees, it is pretty clear from 
the minutes that there was but little energy in the 
earlier days. We find the Council meeting 
quarterly in 1841 : on August 6th four members 
were present and the adjournment to the 11th 
was moved, but no business was done at the 
adjourned meeting. In 1842 we find 

Town Clerk's Office, 11 in the forenoon. 
'* I attended but no other member of the Council 
did attend. Thos. Hayward, Mayor." 

In 1844 the Town Clerk's salary and a printing 
bill were passed and the meeting adjourned until 
May 20th. The business transacted on that date 
was to adjourn to the Quarterly meeting in August. 
This Quarterly meeting was again adjourned for 
some days when they succeeded in meeting to levy 
a rate of sixpence, to consider bye-laws and to 
regulate conditions of imprisonment in the lock- 
up. In 1846 some daring Councillor proposed 
to post on the Town Hall before next election 
a register of attendances at the Council: this 
would never have done ; of course it was nega- 
tived. Another instance will enforce this. After 
transacting some remarkably energetic business 
to prevent the advent of Asiatic Cholera in the 
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meeting of 28th November, 1848, the Council 
met on 5th December to adjourn until the 26th, 
^hen they met again in order to pass an adjourn- 
ment to the 10th January. Whether they then 
met we do not know : there are no minutes, but 
on the 2nd February they met again and the only 
business done was to resolve to adjourn until 13th 
February, when they suddenly pounced on certain 
burgesses for not complying with the provisions of 
the *' Nuisance Removal and Diseases Act, 1848," 
and upon the Inspector of Weights and Measures 
for not having attended at Llanidloes for a period 
of five years and upwards. We should have been 
glad to witness the following dispersal of the 
members : 

**14th August, 1849. No member of the Council 
attended and the meeting consequently broke up/* 

In November, 1849, the absent members were 
summoned to appear at the next meeting to shew 
cause of absence, which they did and their 
" respective explanations" were considered '* satis- 
factory." Minute-books were supplied to the 
Committees in 1873, and agenda sent out with 
notices ten years later for the first time. 

The FIRE BRIGADE has been indirectly a 
Borough Institution : in the forties the engine 
was kept in the belfry of the Church. 

The STREETS AND ROADS need a brief 
note, although a chapter could be written on 
them. We read in 1571 of one Robert being 
ejected from ** Ti y Person " in " Stret gwyr y 
gloveried" in Llanidloes, and in 1674 we read of 
" Heol y Bont Hire " and " Heol y Bont Ver." 
The Long Bridge and Short Bridge are marked 
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on Saxton's map of 1630 and the former is so 
cdjled in a document of 1627. In 1657 the road 
from Llanidloes to Newtown was presented as 
unsafe for the people of Llanidloes to go to the 
latter place owing to the Severn having washed it 
away. In 1694 the Sergeants-at-Mace presented 
the condition of the Streets. The old wooden 
Long Bridge from Severn Port to Frankwell was 
built in 1741, and its successor, the present bridge, 
built in 1826, cost £3,000. "Old" Mr. Mears was 
io be the first to ride over, but a wag borrowed a 
horse at Frankwell and tricked him. In 1798 the 
Coach first ran from Shrewsbury to Aberystwyth. 
In 1843 " Rebecca came before us and she cleared 
the gates away," owing to the absurd inequalities 
and unreasonable mode of collecting tolls. The 
present Short Bridge was built in 1849. Three 
years later there was a proclaniation against pigs 
and cattle wandering through the Streets. In' 
1853 a stage waggon ran from Llanidloes to 
Machynlleth. In 1859 the first Railway of the 
whole district was opened from Llanidloes to 
Newtown, and in the same year the first sod of 
the Mid Wales Railway was cut. The " Llan- 
idloes Telegraph " came into being about that 
time. In 1878 the roads were handed over from 
the " Turnpike Trusts." 

The BAND owed its inception to Chevalier 
Lloyd of Clochfaen, who subscribed in 1885 the 
sum of fifty pounds for providing instruments : the 
Friendly Societies provided ten pounds, Lord 
Rendel and Sir Pryce Pryce Jones five guineas 
each, and the rest, obtained by public subscrip- 
tion, brought the amount to about £112. On the 
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7th of December of that year the instruments 
were presented at a public meeting to the Corpor- 
ation, the Mayor and Town Clerk for the time 
being acting as Trustees. 

The first undertaking for the care of the 
instruments was signed by L. P. Marshall, Chair- 
man of Committee, and John Davies (Harvey 
House) Secretary. The instruments included : — 

New Instruments. First used by :— 

One Soprano Cornet — John Sutciiffe. 
5 B flat Cornets— G. M. Benbow, L. Rowlands, E. 

T. Prycc, A. Williams, T. E. Pryce. 
3 Tenor Horns— T. Phillips. Edw. Hamer, D. Hughes. 

2 Baritones — R. Humphreys, S. Breeze. 

1 Euphonium — T. S. Higgs. 

3 Slide Trombones — J. L. Jones, J. Davies, J. Jones. 

2 E flat Bombardons — Chas. Owen, E. Jenkins. 
1 B flat Bombardon — Evan Evans. 

Second Hand : 
1 Baritone — James Morris. 
1 Euphonium — 

1 E flat Bombardon — Geo. Shaw. 
1 Horn — 

1 Bass Drum — Richard Manuel. 
1 Side Drum— D. Jerman. 

A reorganisation took place in 1889 when Mr, 
Winterbottam was made chairman, John Lewis 
and Geo. Morris secretaries, R. Manuel librarian, 
the L. & P. Bank treasurer, and the title "Cloch- 
faen " officially dropped. It would be interesting, 
had we space to devote, the accounts of music 
bought and engagements served : how much the 
" Bogie Man " and " Ta ra ra " cost, and how, in 
1893, two shillings was ** received for playing at a 
wedding." In 1895 another reorganisation, initi- 
ated from the Council, placed A. J. Morris as 
chairman and R. Morgan and John Lewis as 
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secretaries, John Thomas librarian, and the 
N. & S. Wales Bank as treasurer. Note paper 
with the borough crest was ordered and a new 
uniform chosen. Two members of the Council 
were permanently added to the Band Committee. 
Lewis Rowlands was made bandmaster and W. 
Swancott Morgan later succeeded his brother as 
secretary. Another reorganisation was necessary 
in 1901 : the Council requested the Mayor and 
Town Clerk to call in all property and inquire into 
the deficit. Edmund Hamer and John Lewis 
collected over £25 to clear the debt. In 1905, 
when John Edward Morgan was secretary, twelve 
new instruments were purchased at a cost of 
£142 19s. 3d., the members of the Council and 
others acting as guarantors. This amount has 
been cleared by entertainments and bazaar, and a 
further expense for new uniform has been recently 
incurred at a cost of £40. The sustained interest 
in the Band has been in great measure due to the 
untiring zeal of the late John Lewis. The present 
officials are : — 

Chairman — T. H. Hine. 
Vice-Chairman — A. Higgs. 
Secretary — Hugh H. Roberts. 
Treasurer — Richard Alderson. 
Conductor — Richard Benbow. 
Bandmaster — Wm. Henry Hughes. 

The old brass instruments, replaced three 
years ago by silver ones, have been lent to boys, 
who form a junior band from which recruits may 
be drawn. 

We are able, through the courtesy of the 
Borough Band Committee, to make use of a recent 
photographic group of the Band. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
OLD INDUSTRIES, MARKETS AND FAIRS. 

CYWYDD I'R FEDWEN A WNAETHID YN 
BAWL HAF YNHREF LANIDLOS. 

Y Fedwen las ynfydwallt 

hir yr wyd ar herw oV allt 

Llath fygr ir coed lie ith fagvvyd 

Lien ir draetyres Uwyn wyd 

Lletty yni fi am llattai 

oedd dy glos ymernos Mai 

ami iawn gynt gerynt gas 

Cethl du irfrig coethlas 

Fob caniad ffyrfeiddiad ffj^rdd 

a glywid oth oglauwyrdd 

pob llysiau rhwng caingciau cyll 

a dyfod dan dy defyll 

pan oedd wrth gyngor morwyn 

dy annedd er llynedd'n y llwyn 

byddar y trig dyfrig fry 

bellach ferch nid am bwylly 

ytti gyrpholaeth yr aethost 

o'r pare ain er pery cost 

i Dir nid er braint arwydd 

i dref plas cyfnevvid plwydd 

cyd bo da doeth noddfa dawn 

Tref Idloes tra wyf fodlawn 

Nid a fy Medwen gennyf 

Dy lathlud nath dud nath dyf 

Nid dien nath ogenir 

di le yn arwain dail ir 

post dinas garddblas gwyrddbly 

pond anghymen Fedwen fy 

ben draw dy ddiw . . . di 

pawl ir air llawr pilwri 

Ynws Dail ynys dilech 

Ynhenol croes heol sech 

cyn bo cyfannedd meddant 
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dy le Bren gwell nen y nant 

ni chwsc y Deryn ni chan 

mainlef ar dy frig mwynlan 

gan amled fydd chwaer Gwenddydd gwyll 

trwst y Bobl tros dy bebyll 

gwyllt di glwyf nythyf gwellt glas 

danad gan sathr y dinas 

mwy noc ar llwybr He hwybrynt 

addaf a'r wraig gyntaf gynt 

marc porthmonaeth a wnaethwyd 

Mul o serch maeleres wyd 

pawb ar iTair wyr air Oroen 

y ddengys a bys dy boen 

ith unbais Iwyd ath henban 

y mysg marsiandiaeth man 

Ny chudd wrth aros y chwaer 

rhedyn ych or Bedw rhydacr 

ni chely rin a chyfrinach 

yth wasgod is Bargod Bach 

[nychydig dd [ ] iavvn wychyrdraidd] 

fry Brialiy Ebrillaidd 

ni ddaw cof yt ymofyn 

au du gylch Adar y Glyn 

Duw gwae fi wyf gwyni gwad 

mythi oernych gael methel arnad 

dygiad tegfedd Fonheddig 

o doi fry i fwrw dy frig 

dewis or ddau canghenau caeth 

diferch yw dy fwrdd difaeth 

ai cyrchyr yn [ffyr] ai gadyr adref 

ai crinaw draw yn y drcf 

Davydd ap Gwilym 

AI CANT.* 

My poetic friend and neighbour tells me it 
would be unfair to the Markets of Llanidloes to 
omit the ancient ode of Davydd ap Gwilym, the 
most famous, probably, of all the men of Wales 
who ever attended our market. It is also fitting 

• Kindly copied for me by Dr. E. A. Lewis, M.A., 
from the MS. in the British Museum. 
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on account of the local allusions to the market 
place. When we read of the tree which used to 
be the trysting place of the bard and the maiden 
of the Glyn'-' being lopped of its boughs, placed in 
the middle of a dry Cross Street near the pillory 
and serving as a market cross around which the 
traders might display their wares, we obtain a 
passing glimpse of the marketing people on the 
site of the Old Hall in the fourteenth century. 

Our Second Chapter contains reference to the 
origin of the markets and fairs : they were noted 
so early that not only do we find Dafydd ap 
Gwilym visiting Llanidloes and writing of the 
Market Place, but there are records in the Court 
Rolls of the Record Office in London of Cardigan- 
shire people being fined soon after the year 1300 
for trading in the town contrary to the ordinance 
enjoining them to trade at Aberystwyth. In our 
table t we have shown how the fairs became of 
little value in 1400 to 1421 ''propter rehellionem 
Wallicet'' when Owen Glyndwr claimed 

*' all the fertile land within that bound." 
War did not, however, ruin the markets and 
fairs so completely as the small-pox outbreak of 
1637-8 referred to by John Newton, High 
Sheriff, in a letter to the Admiralty relative to 
Shipmoney payments. 

From the Plea Rolls of the Record Office an 
interesting book might be written on the subject 
of this chapter. There are there numerous 

* The British Museum MS. has a capital where the 
Editor of the collected works uses a small letter. 

t See p. 24. 
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entries illustrating the business transactions be- 
tween the citizens of Hereford and the men of 
Llanidloes at Welshpool. In 1851 Edward ap 
David ap Rees Lloid Bach and Jenkyn his brother 
of the township of Glynhafren were indicted of 
stealing 16 yards of flannel and 12 yards of russet 
cloth, value 25s. sterling, from * The Walke Mill ' 
of David Bannwr and Morris ap Gwilym Bannwr 
at Llanidloes. In 1572 Hugh Davies, John David 
ap Llewelyn, Watkin David ap Llewelyn, John 
Davies, Richard Crompton, Moris ap Edward (all 
glovers, i.e., skinners) of Newtown, Roger Nethells 
of Shrewsbury, glover, and leuan Llewelyn ap 
Morgan of Llanidloes, a pedlar, on 10th May, 
1572, and continually since that date (not being 
freemen of Llanidloes) wrongfully bought sheep 
skins in the town (which they sold to Richard 
Elsmore, glover, of Shrewsbury) contrary to the 
privileges and customs of the said town. We 
read of Morgan Lewis, of our town, in 1594, 
remembering his wife and forgetting the merchant 
and being summoned, therefore, to answer for a 
debt due to John Davies for 2\ ells of French 
green broodcloath (value 35s.) and a quantity of 
velvet and black ribbon (value 5s.) There are 
frequent references before 1650 to weavers and 
the flannel trade of the town. 

*■ Glover Street " or " Skinner Street,'* now 
long forgotten, speaks of an industry of the year 
1571 still carried on. We do not hesitate to 
localise among the regular visitors to our markets 
and fairs in these early days the pardoner with 
" pardons all hot from Rome,'* the palmer whose 
cap '* the scallop shell did deck," and the friar 
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selling '* little Curigs *' and other holy relics. It 
is not too much to assume that during the seven- 
teenth century the markets and fairs were not 
improved by the terrible effects of the Civil 
War which affected the district very intimately. 
Yet our oldest townsmen tell us of most deter- 
mined Rghts and quarrels every fair night in 
the streets within their recollection, and it was an 
unheard of thing in days gone by for the fair to 
pass without a fight. The custom was of ancient 
reputation, for we read how in 1554 leuan ap 
Jenkin of Llangurig, William ap Rees ap Morres 
of St. Harmon, leuan ap Owen of Llanidloes, 
David ap Jenkyn of Llandinam, David ap leuan 
ap Bedo of Trefeglwys, Thomas ap Jenkyn of 
Llangurig, and others, to the number of two 
hundred, in the manner of insurrection and war, 
riotously assembled at the town of Llanidloes on 
Saturday, 22 April, during the progress of the 
market there, and armed with sticks, swords, 
knives, scythes, fought with divers of Her 
Majesty's subjects there contrary to the form of 
the Statute. Those were the days when the 
" recreations " of bull -baiting and cock-fighting 
were the concomitants of the market, and we can 
picture the scenes of savagery which were wit- 
nessed by our ancestors of the " Port." 

It is interesting to know the prices of com- 
modities in the early days, and we must compare 
them with the wages given to understand how 
much an ordinary man might buy. In 1763, beef 
was twopence a pound, cheese threepence, pork 
twopence, salmon sixpence ; wheat was 68. a 
bushel, barley 3s. 6d., oats 7s. 6d., potatoes 2s. 4d.; 
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sheep were 7s. each ; a maid's wages £2 15s. 6d. 
per annum ; a labourer got tenpence a day and a 
woman sixpence. 




One of the common frequenters of the market- 
place in these days was the chafferer or chap- 
man who hawked the only literature accessible 



Digitized by 



Google 



224 MUNICIPAL HISTORY 

to the mass of the people. They were the 
successors of the proscribed '* minstrels, bards, 
and rhymers " of an early day. They sold leaflets 
about famous murderers and outlaws, about 
" saints " who suffered martyrdom, about the 
glorious highwayman who robbed the rich to 
bless the poor and so forth. There were, too, the 
fortune-tellers and conjurers like " Sir " (i.e.. 
Reverend) David Lloyd, curate of Ysbytty, who 
frequented the market in Charles the Second's 
day, and " Dr." W. D. Harris, who less than 
forty years ago suffered imprisonment as " an 
impostor of the worst kind,*' and who advertised 
himself as now residing at Llanidloes, 

** where he has ciTected wonderful cures .... 
including sore eyes, cancer, fits, rheumatism, wenns, 
deafness In the ear. King's evil, venereal diseases of 
all kinds, and every other disease. Lunatics cured/' 
. . . . *' Please take notice, Mr. H. is not a 
Quack." 

There are, however, — whether he was a quack or 
not — copies of his " charms " to be seen yet. 

In 1852 people were warned not to leave 
their carts, etc., on the streets over night and to 
prevent straying pigs. A foot post was established 
in that year with Llangurig, but letters to Aber- 
ystwyth and Builth still went by Newtown. In 
1858, result of the Crimean War, the trade of the 
town was much depressed: the proposed sub- 
scription to the Havelock monument was deferred. 
The fairs had to be prohibited seven years later 
on account of the cattle plague. In 1870 the 
town was prosperous : the manager of the Bank 
(S. Ikin) stated that the mining interest paid £800 
a month in wages. During the year 1905 an 
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interesting count was taken of animals, etc., 
brought to the fairs : the number of horses was 
176, cattle 2,746, calves 255, sheep 10,967, lambs 
445, carts 207, pigs 1,449. It was a prevalent 
custom for dealers to visit the farms before the 
fairs, so that the number of sheep sold in every 
way would be about thirty thousand and cattle 
five thousand. Monthly cattle auctions have 
recently been started. Some of the vendors at 
the market place are so old-established that they 
appear to be a part of the natural order of things. 
Mary Brown, whose portrait we reproduce, was 
one of the most permanent institutions of the 
borough until her death at a ripe age. 

To meet the requirements of mercatorial 
transactions there have been at least three oc- 
casions on which local coinage or issue of notes 
has taken place. The first was in 1669, when 

Jenkin Thomas 
coined " his half- 
penny." In 1843 
Mr. Cole, the 
father - in - law of 
Bo wen Woosnam, 
our first municipal 
Mayor, worked Glanclywedog factory and for the 
use of his workpeople coined a number of pennies,* 
many of which are still preserved among the 
inhabitants of the town. Jones, Herbert and 
Britton, manufacturers, who worked Aberdaunant 
mine, issued ten-shilling bank notes which are still 
in existence in collections of rarities. 




15 



* See p. 230. 
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The subject of the Tolls raises ,very important 
issues. As we have said,'^' the profits of the 
markets and fairs went to the Lord of the 
Manor from 1280 for at least a century. They 
belonged in no sense to the inhabitants of the 
town. Their value is given in the table,! but 
through the kindness of Dr. Lewis we are able to 
add to that the further values for the year 1309 
of Michaelmas and Lady Day Burgage Rents 
£1 13s. each : in 1322 a Minister's Account gives 
Lady Day Rent £1 128 6d., Corn Mill at that 
date sixteen shillings for the half-year, pleas and 
perquisites of the court £1 4s. 9d., Fair of St. 
Luke's £2 5s., tolls of Saturday market £2 3s. 6d., 
de Censar : Lady Day three Shillings : these are, 
of course, actual receipts. The two bailiffs who 
collected the market and fair tolls at that date 
held the burgages rent free. 

The profits of the town in 1375 are referred 
to in an Inquisition Post Mortem of that date as 
follows : — 

Et est ibidem quidam Burgus vocatur Llanydelas 
. . . In quo sunt de Redditibus cs per annum ad 
festa Annunciacionis Beate Marie et Sancti Michaelis 
equaliter xls. Et sunt ibidem due nundine per annum 
ad festa Sancti Luce Evangliste et Translacionis 
Sancti Thome quarum Theolonim valet per annum 
vili xiii> iiii^- Et est ibidem quoddam mercatum 
qualibet die Sabbati cujus Theolonium valet per 
annum xli- Et placita et perquisita curie valent per 
annum €«• 

And there is a certain Borough called Llanydelas 
in which there are in Rents £5 a year at the Feasts 
of the Annunciation of the Blessed Mary and St. 
Michael equally 40s. And there are two fairs annually 

* Chapter 1. f See p. 24. 
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at the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist and the Trans- 
lation of St. Thomas the tolls of which arc worth 
£6 13s. 4d. a year. And there is there a certain 
market on every Saturday the toll of which is worth 
£10 a year. And the pleas and perquisites of the 
Court are worth £5 a year. 

In the year 1401 there is a further Inquisition. 

Item dicunt quod in predicta villa de Llanytlas est 
Redditus assissis ibidem per annum cs soluendum ad 
festa Annunciacionis beate Marie et Sancti Michaelis 
equalis porcionibus. Et sunt ibidem due Nundine 
tenendum ad festo Nativitatis Sancte lohannis Baptiste 
et Sancti Lawrencii quarum valor est casualis et non 
excedit xls per annum. Et est ibidem quoddam mer- 
catum tenendum qualibet septimanis in die Sabbati 
cujus valor est casualis et non excedit xls per annum 
et placita et perquisita Curie ibidem valent xvls. 

I tern y they say that in the aforesaid town of 
Llanytlas there is a Rent Assize worth £5 a year 
payable at the Feasts of the Annunciation of the 
Blessed Mary and St. Michael by equal portions. 
And there are two fairs held there at the Feasts of 
the Nativity of St. John the Baptist and St. Lawrence 
the value of which uncertain and does not exceed 40 
shillings per annum. And there is also a certain 
market held on Saturday in each week the value of 
which is uncertain and does not exceed 40 shillings 
per annum and the pleas and perquisites of the court 
there are worth 16 shillings. 

But after 1421 no reference has been found 
to the receipts from the borough. In the Land 
Revenue Rolls in the earliest years of Elizabeth's 
reign, there are voluminous accounts relating to 
the Lordship of Arwystii which mentions the re- 
ceipts from the "Pleas and Perquisites " of the 
Court Baron of the Lordship from Tenants, Mills 
and other sources, but Llanidloes nor its Court, 
Tolls of Markets or Fairs, or in any other way is 
not mentioned. 
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Before 1539 the King purchased the Manors 
of Arwystli and Cyfeiliog from Sir John Dudley as 
is stated among the ** Rentals and Surveyors *' of 
the Record Office. From this document we learn 
that '* there is no place of stay in the said manors 
for any man of honour." 

Llandeylas, then, with Machynlleth and Kaer- 
soues and the rest of the Lordships of Arwystli 
and Cyfeiliog were leased by the Crown to Walter 
Devereux, Lord Ferrers, for 21 years at a rent of 
£120. 

In the 17th year of Charles I in a suit of Sir 
Edward Lloyd, Knight, against John Pryce of 
Park, already referred to," the question was 
asked : 

" Do you know that defendant [John Pryce] after 
the death of the said Matthew Pryce, his said father, 
as Executor and Administrator of his said father, or 
under the colour of some grant from his said father, 
did keep the Towle Book of the said town of Llanidloes 
and did by himself, servants and friends for divers 
years together and until the Feast Day of the Annunci- 
ation last past was twelve months (Lady Day, 1640) 
receive and take all such toll or tolls and profits of 
Records yearly arising and growing due out and forth 
of the said Town (including Tolls of cattle, wool, 
pitch, and all other Toil or Tolls) and did he convert 
the same to his own use ? '* 

It was admitted that John Pryce had the Toll 
book and that he took the profits from the Court of 
the town, and that Matthew Pryce had done the same, 
usually sending his man to keep the Court there. 

In a survey of the manor or lordship of Powys 
in the time of the Commonwealth, we find that 
there were included in the profits of the lordship : 

* See pp. 46-7, 
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The Profittcs of one ffayer yearely kepte in the 
Towne of Llanindlos in the said Countie of Mount- 
gomery, and to the lord of the said Towne belonginge 
— ^The which ffayer is kept the sixte of July. The 
Toles, Boothes, Stallage* and Pickagef to the said 
ffayre belonginge, And alsoe the Toles and Proflttes 
of one Markett held every Thursday weekly through 
the yeare, and to the lord of the said Towne belong- 
inge, wee value an' att xls. 

The Courte Barron and Courte Leete ffynes and 
Amerciamentes of Courte, Issues, Postfynes. ffynes 
upon Discent or Alyenacion, Wayves, Estrayes, 
Releifes, Deodands,^ ffellons goodes, gondes of ffelloes 
de se, of ffugitives and of Condempned Persons, 
hawkeingc, huntinge, fowlinge, ffishinge, and all 
Other Proflttes and Perquisites within the said Towne 
of Llanindles, in the Lordshipp of Arustille an and 
Keviliog, and to the Lo'pp or Mannor of Pois afore- 
said belonginge and appertayninge, wee estimate 
C'oibz an' att xli [common rights i.e. grazing, fishing, 
or turbary, valued at 41s.] 

The Municipal Commissioners reported nearly 
a century ago that a small fine was set every year 
upon each foreign trader, but it has never been 
paid for twenty years : " The borough has no 
property, except the tolls, which are gathered by 
the sergeants for their own use ; it has therefore 
no debts." We find that the sergeants received 
about four guineas each from this source. The 
lord, however, took toll also on corn, cattle, and 
horses, pigs and sheep, and this toll was rented 
then by Thomas Morgan for £22 14s. 6d. a year. 
He had had it nine years at the same rent. 

* Payment for erecting a stall. 

t Payment for breaking into ground in erecting a stall. 
} The animal or implement by which a person was 
slain became the property of the lord. 
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Respecting the burgesses being toll free at 
any other town, it was said that they had the 
freedom of Hereford, where they formerly went to 
purchase wheat. 

Immediately after the reorganisation of the 
municipality, a resolution was passed on the 8th 
February, 1836: — "That a memorial be drawn 
and presented to the Right Honourable Lord 
Mostyn requesting to know if he still claimed to 
be the proprietor of the Tolls of the Borough of 
Llanidloes." Ten years later the Town Clerk was 
instructed to write Lord Mostyn desiring his lord- 
ship to relinquish all claim to the tolls of the 
Borough. 

The amount realised by tolls must have been 
at that time insignificant, but since the letting of 
the " Gro '* a very substantial income is derived 
therefrom. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
THE COURT. 

Of Idloes, meek and lovable, 

Most surely thou hast heard the voice 

*' Goreu cynneddf cadw moes." 

IT would not be an exaggeration to state that the 
early town was governed chiefly-by the Courts 
which were held here, as in most places, twice 
a year. It was at these Courts, especially that at 
Michaelmas, that arrangements were made for the 
good government of the borough. We have stated 
that they were intended first to view the frank 
pledges of the burgesses, whose duty was thus 
shown to be first their truth to each other. This 
duty was the nucleus for the accretion of great 
power, which was exercised by the Courts as time 
passed by. They would 

** . . . impeach a broken hedge. 
And pigs unringed ; at Vis. Franc. Pledge, 
Discover thieves, bawds, and recusants, 
« « * * 

Tell who did play at games unlawful. 
And who filled pots of ale but half-full.'' 

Before 1700 the whole police force, as far as it 
then existed, was dependent on the Court of the 
town, and the townspeople were compelled to 
attend to answer their names, though they hardly 
knew for what other purpose. Shakespeare makes 
Christopher Sly 

" Rail upon the hostess of the house 
And say you would present her at the Leet 
Because she brought stone jugs and no sealed quarts.'' 
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It was at the Michaelmas leet that a man might 
be chosen to discharge some public function, with- 
out payment but as a duty to his fellows and his 
town. The presentment of nuisances occupied a 
chief place in the proceedings, and this elastic 
term included a most wonderful variety of offences. 

The existence of a Court within the town 
as early as 1293, which held plea of personal 
actions and which was independent of the Court 
Baron of the Lordship or Manor of Arwystli, as 
shown by the Inquests of that date — is a note- 
worthy circumstance, indicating the separation 
even then of the townsmen from their neighbours 
in actions for trespass, debt, etc. In 1374-5 the 
Inquisitions deal with the Pleas and Perquisites of 
the Courts Baron in Uwchcoed and I scoed Arwystli, 
declaring the value of Llanidloes Court separately 
from both, ** conclusively establishing the fact," 
says Mr. Morris, " that the town of Llanidloes had 
a jurisdiction of its own independent of the 
Manorial Courts." We find afterwards continu- 
ally, " presentations " in connection with the 
borough separated from those of the Hundred. 

We imagine that courts of any kind in those 
days would find it difficult to deal with such cases 
as occurred in 1322, when in the war between the 
Welsh and John de Cherleton eleven burgages 
were burnt. There was, too, great suffering in the 
dispute which occurred in 1537 between Lord 
Ferrers and the Earl of Worcester as to the 
stewardship of Arwystli. No courts were held in 
the district for years, and the neighbourhood 
became a place of very bad fame. The district 
profited much from the strong rule of Roland Lee 
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who was President of the Marches of Wales at 
this juncture. In the quarrel we find that David 
ap Llew and Llewelyn ap Morris ap Rees ap Atha, 
servants of the Earl of Worcester, broke into 
Llanydlos gaol in October, and let several felons 
go. One man committed for trial by the Council 
of the Marches for uttering seditious words against 
King Henry the Eighth at Llangerike Fair escaped 
among the felons. But soon after we find the 
brave Llewelyn lodged in Shrewsbury gaol. 
Roland then reports to Thomas Cromwell in 
December that " All is in good order here saving 
now and then a little trouble amongst themselves 
for a fat sheep or a bullock in Kerry, Kedewan, 
Keneyllok and Arwystli, which is impossible to be 
amended * for thieves I found them and thieves I 
shall leave them.' " Which shows Roland's fine 
discrimination between " land appropriation " and 
** sheep stealing." 

Soon after this, when the King purchased the 
manors from Sir John Dudley, the people are said 
for the most part to desire the laws of England. 
** There are also great wastes and commons of 
grass that be not thoroughly grazed, and few in- 
habitants because there hath been no law certain 
there of long time." 

There awaits the local historian among the 
560 odd Plea Rolls for our county in London, and 
which date from 1540 to 1830, a mine of wealthy 
evidences of the life of Llanidloes people. We 
can only refer to one or two typical instances. At 
the great Sessions held at Llanydlois, before Sir 
John Throckmorton, Knt., on the 23rd August, 
1574, the Borough jury present: — 
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That John Rees, of Llanydlois, tailor in the town 
of Llanydloes, struck one Cadwallader ap leuan ap 
John on the head with a sword, which the said John 
had in his hand. 

That Lewis ap Rice ap Dackyn of Llanidloes 
assaulted Tanglost verch Lewes at Llanidloes. That 
Jane, the wife of John Owen, attacked one, Lewis ap 
Rees, with an iron bar which she had in her hands, in 
ventrem suum percutere et perforare voluisset. 

In 1575 Morris ap leuan ap Rees, of Treflyn, and 
John ap Lewis ap David ap leuan ap Guttyn, of 
Trefeglwys, on 7th July, feloniously killed Cadwallader 
ap Hugh by striking him with a casting bar. 

The Llanidloes Gaol does not appear to have 
been very secure again in 1561, for in that year 

Thomas ap Owen ap Mores, of Llangurig, who 
stood indicted for the assault of Gwenllian, widow of 
Edward ap Griffith, escaped from the Llanidloes 
gaol. 

The Cardiganshire people do not always Rgure 
gloriously in ottr annals, for though we are proud 
to find Davydd ap Gwilym, the father of Welsh 
poetry, finding here " Hetty am llattai ** and the 
markets visited by men of his district in spite of 
its being in opposition to the King's Ordinance, 
there are some instances which show another 
picture. 

In 1582 David ap Rees ap Jenkin, of Llanbadarn 
Vawr, CO. Cardigan, on the 20th July at Llanidloes, 
feloniously stole four sheep, each valued at half-a- 
crown, the property of one John ap Jenkin. 

On the 2nd July, 1584, the town jury at the great 
Sessions present one Gruffydd ap leuan, of Tyglyn, 
CO. Cardigan, a rogue and a vagabond and sturdy 
beggar, who led an idle life at Llanidloes. 

On the last day of July, 1565, about 11 o'clock at 
night, one, Owen ap David, of Llanfihangel Creuddyn, 
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CO. Cardigan, labourer, entered the mansion of Jenkin 
ap leuan ap Phillip,* at Llanidloes, and feloniously 
took away a white blanket (value 4s.) and a white 
sheet (value 28.) 

There is an entry for 1584 which records a 
pathetic incident in the life of the town. 

Agnes verch Jenkin Goch, of Llanidloes, having 
no money, at 10 o'clock on the 22nd January, volun- 
tarily walked into the Severn and drowned herself. 

When the Great Sessions were held elsewhere 
the men of Llanidloes were not readily induced to 
attend. In 1585 they did not appear at " Pool," 
but made default. 

We find reference to the administration of the 
Court in a lawsuit before referred to between Sir 
Edward Lloyd and John Price : from the evidence 
we learn that Matthew Price's " man " was 
usually sent to keep court in the town and the 
fines went to his master's use. Matthew Price 
was shown to have records of actions belonging to 
the courts held in and for the said town in his 
keeping. 

Among the presentments of the 11th year of 
Charles I are references to the Long Bridge, 
Short Bridge and the Velindre Bridge. 

It would be long and tedious to refer to cases 
of presentment for dissent. They are sufficiently 
numerous to show that this fault stood most 
flagrant in the list of punishable evils. The 
licensing reformers will no doubt be interested in 
the record from Gaol Files that in 1653 there 
were in Llanidloes 56 alehouses, 20 of which were 
in occupation of persons described as " Glovers ": 

* Refers to Berthlwyd. See list of Mayors. 
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among the keepers were Richard Evans of Garth, 
gent., Richard Lewis of Llanidloes, gent., and 
Richard Matthews of Gland ulas. 

In 1714-15 we find the Mayor reporting to 
the Great Sessions the ** due reparation of the 
Llanidloes Long Bridge," but from 1728 onwards 
we find no presentments made by the Sergeants- 
at-Mace and we may surmise that this fact has 
something to do with the election petition which 
caused the famous resolution of the House of 
Commons. 

At the time of the Municipal report the only 
Court was the Leet ; it was before that time held 
twice every year, but for ten or twelve years then 
past it had met at Michaelmas only. The Com- 
missioner writes : — 

"The existence of a court within the borough, 
which held plea of personal actions, where the amount 
of the debt, or damages, so greatly exceeds the bounds 
set to the jurisdiction of the Court Baron, much in- 
creases the desire to recover the charter of the 
borough." 

The only magistrate for several years was Mr 
George Mears, of Dol-llys Hall, and he with 
others recommended that local magistrates resi- 
dent within the borough would be very useful. 

It is somewhat beyond the scope of the pre- 
sent volume to enter into the question of more 
modern jurisdiction, but it will be well for us to 
note some interesting minutes of the Records. We 
find at Christmas, 1849, a desire among the 
burgesses to know something of the bye-laws, so 
William Stowell was sent about the town selling 
copies of bye-laws for sixpence each, and he 
received half-a-crown for his trouble. The fines of 
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the Courts were paid to the borough fund and the 
magistrates* clerk. We have referred to some of 
these fines in our chapter on " Records." In 1850 
the Chief Constable of the county was asked by 
the Council on what grounds he claimed the fines 
and penalties imposed upon persons convicted of 
infringing the bye-laws. In the following year, 
owing to the difficulty of getting two magistrates 
to transact the Borough magisterial business, and 
the hardship that would be inflicted on suitors 
resorting to the County Magistrates for redress of 
grievances, a memorial was presented for the 
appointment of two or more perpetual magistrates 
for the said Borough, and Hugh Jones and Richard 
Holmes were named as suitable for appointment. 
This appeal was evidently unsuccessful. It was 
renewed in 1870 and again in 1898. In 1861 it 
was decided that the Petty Sessions for every 
month be held at the Public Rooms, the expense 
to be divided equally between the Borough Fund 
and the Town Clerk. 

The dignity of the Borough Court has some- 
what waned in modern times ; it no longer deals 
with licensing, and cannot appoint parish con- 
stables. It deals only with indictable cases, and 
the borough magistrates may act in cases arising 
out of the Summary Jurisdiction Acts. 

We cannot pass onw*ard without a word con- 
cerning the old places of confinement where 
punishment was dealt out. The whipping post, 
which stood between the Town Pump and the Old 
Market Hall, was formerly an accessory of every 
parish, and we read that 

the township of Brithdir, Manleth, Trefelin, 
Morfodion, Stredonot, Glynhafren, were " presented 
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for defective condition of the Whippinge Post in each 
township and were ordered by the Court to put them 
in order or fine them where they were not, on pain of 
a penalty of five pounds each township/' 

There are men around us to-day who remem- 
ber Deio Denau's escapades : how, when refused 
admittance to the Llanidloes coach at Shrewsbury, 
he ran all the way home, and beat the coach too. 
Deio was once stripped to the waist and whipped 
at the old Whipping Post, to which he was tied, 
probably the last to suffer this form of punishment. 
This would be about the year 1810. The post 
outlasted the punishments and was used half a 
century ago as a vaulting horse and for the display 
of wonderful gymnastic feats. 

We are certain from the poem of Davydd ap 
Gwilym* that there was a pillory in the market 
place before 1400 and we can imagine the fine 
sport Llanidloes boys would find in pelting with 
the prolific rubbish of the streets the unfortunate 
one who had his head and hands thus secured. 

Here, too, were the stocks, and there they 
remained long within the memories of persons 
living. They were removable, and sometimes stood 
near the pump and sometimes under the hall. 
People who were put in the stocks seem to have 
been well supplied with drink and became through 
their three or four hours enforced idleness either 
much better or very much worse. 

A special meeting of the Council was held on 
25th April, 1838, to consider what steps should be 

• Heading of previous chapter. 
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taken owing to the lawless conduct of certain 
persons on Monday night, the 23rd, or Tuesday 
morning last, the 24th inst., when the Parish 
Stocks were violently destroyed, the policeman, 
through alledged [sic] fear, being unable to detect 
the parties. Proposed by Mr. John Cleaton and 
seconded by Mr. Hayward and carried unani- 
mously, that a reward of £5 be forthwith offered 
for such information as will lead to the conviction 
of the person or persons who destroyed the stocks. 

New stocks were built by "William Jerman, 
mason," in 1841, but they could not have been 
used long. They were last seen near the turnpike 
gate on the Llangurig road. 

The writings of the Municipal Commissioner 
show his inspired opinion upon stocks as a place 
of incarceration. 

**No reason was offered for the disuse of the 
homely but efficient and constitutional implement of 
local government, of the constable's lawful prison, 
the stocks. Although the coercion this primitive 
instrument affords be unfit for protracted and nightly 
confinement, it might surely do good service for a few 
hours by day ; it was never shown that a riotous 
drunkard might not as well await the return of tran- 
quillity and sobriety in this cheap stronghold, as in a 
costly cell, exalted by whitewash and sand to the 
highest fashion of a modern prison." 

Although Llanidloes never had a proper gaol, 
it has always had, apart from the pillory and 
stocks, a place of temporary detention for 
offenders, and this place is frequently referred to, 
as in 1537, as Llanidloes gaol. The earliest 
actual place we know of is the Crib of the Old 
Market Hall, which was the same or perhaps the 
successor of that mentioned. This crib has had 
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a very lengthened existence — it is partly visible 
to-day — but some time before its disuse as a place 
of incarceration.it had become so dilapidated that 
it was the common practice of the cronies of an 
offender to supply him by means of a straw 
through the crevices between the boards with 
liquor in quantities which probably had anything 
but a deterrent effect upon misdemeanours The 
last prisoner, about 1830, was a strange shoe- 
maker, committed for stealing cloth and afterwards 
transported for seven years. 

The first effort of the reformed Council was 
towards an improved "lock-up." Much complaint 
had been rife at the insufficiency of the prison, 
" particularly in a disorderly town." In October, 
1836, application was made to Quarter Sessions 
for a plot of land adjoining the Long Bridge for a 
Lock-up house. Nearly two years after T. 
Edmund Marsh offered land on the rocks near 
the Short Bridge if the Lock-up should be built 
during his mayoralty. William Jerman built this 
in 1839 for £155, the expense being met by sub- 
scription of the gentry, free haulage by the 
farmers and a rate. A ** Lock-up Committee " of 
the Council then came into existence and lasted 
for many years. The place is often written of as 
the " Old Round House in Short Bridge Street." 
There lived the former general officials of the 
borough. Nathan Mills, the old con stable -watch- 
man of the borough and later Thomas Owen, the 
town crier for so many years, lived there. It 
remained in the family of the latter as a tenancy, 
however, for several years. Its rent in 1892 was 
a shilling weekly, in 1894 half-a-crown. Since the 
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Waterworks establishment it has been the house 
where the Borough charcoal filters are kept. 

There was still a Lock-up Committee in 1864, 
but we read that "as the new County Lock-up 
House is expected to be ready for use very 
shortly" the Borough Lock-up will not be required. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 

" The hand of time shall draw 
This chapter brief into as huge a volume.'* 

CINCB law and order were the first requirements 
of society, it is natural to find that the first 
public buildings were the Courts of Law, where 
the Lloyds of Berthlwyd and their connections, 
and in later times Sir Edward Lloyd and the Lords 
Mostyn, his descendants, used to sit, or send their 
deputies to sit, to dispense justice. We have 
already referred to the places of incarceration. 
The earliest of these we know of for certain was 
where now are the stairs of the Old Market HalL 
In spite of its obstruction of motor traffic and 
timber haulage, this ancient edifice has unique 
virtues. It has seen the beginning of numerous 
important societies, it has witnessed many brilliant 
pageants, it has been the scene of important 
functions and gatherings, it has attempted to 
shelter the markets of many a stormy day, and 
indeed succeeded so well in this function that the 
more capacious provision of the Public Rooms was 
found less acceptable, and had to give place to the 
Bank and Shop-yr-Oen. Rumour has it that an 
eisteddfod was held within it in 1150, but there 
seems to have been no building on the spot in the 
fourteenth century. The style of architecture 
declares it most surely of the sixteenth or seven- 
teenth, The date on the north brick wall, 1765, 
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declares that wall's history, the date 1738 on the 
weather-vane the later elaboration of the belfry. 
The timber is said to have come from Abbey-Cwm- 
Hir, while another rumour has it that the whole 
building was brought from near Llyn Ebyr. The 
timber of the roof forms a marvellous structure of 
naked rafters, intricately crossed, and quite hides 
from sight the old curfew bell which, now minus 
its tongue, used within very modern times to be 
rung regularly at eight o'clock ** as a sign to trades- 
men to close their shops." Its voice has since 
been silent except on " Mafeking Day," when it 
was rung with the poker. Its original purpose 
was to warn against fire, approach of enemies, or 
sedition in the town, and all who failed to appear 
in answer to its summons were to be considered 
traitors. The ancient tiles were long ago removed 
to build the bakehouse in the Nant, and modern 
slates have roofed it. Its wooden props have been 
frequently strengthened, and once it was attempted 
to wall up the low arches of the basement, but the 
Encroachment Committee interfered in a some- 
what violent way. The stone plinths supporting 
its pillars were brought from the ruinated mansion 
of middle Glandulas in 1813. 

It would not be easy to enumerate all the 
occasions for which the hall has been used; it is 
to-day frequently made use of by committees on 
public duty, which have no more regular meeting 
place. Its use in the administration of justice 
was not confined to petty cases: in 1606, when 
Jenkin L^loyd of Berthlwyd was Sheriff, the assizes 
were held here, and presided over by Judge Sir R. 
Lewknor, Knt., and Judge Henry Townshend, and 
twice again durjng the Shrievalty of his famous 
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son, Edward Lloyd — created Baronet the following 
year — namely on May 4th and October 26th, 1629, 
when the Judges were Sir John Bridgeman, Knt., 
Sergeant-at-law, and Marmaduke Lloyd. Sir Mar- 
maduke Lloyd, Knight, Chief Justice of Brecon, 
Glamorgan!, and Radnor, was a nephew of Bishop 
Marmaduke Middleton, and of Principal Griffith 
Lloyd, LL.D., D.C.L., M.P., of Jesus College, 
Oxford, once Chancellor, and from whose family 
the proudest Cardiganshire families claim descent.* 

A Commission from the Court of Exchequer 
was appointed to hear depositions respecting k 
dispute between Sir Richard Price, Knight, lord of 
the manor of Carno, and Sir Roger Owen, Knight, 
lord of the manor of Cyfeiliog and Arwystli, and 
the depositions were taken at the ** Boothall, in 
the town of Llanidloes on the 1st of August." The 
question was whether Arwystli manor contained 
in Trefeglwys, Llangurig, etc., parts of dissolved 
monasteries : it remained unsettled and another 
suit followed two years later. 

We do not know how long ago flannel has 
been stored in and under the Hall. Pennant (c. 
1780) describes Llanidloes as 

'*a small town, with a great market for yarn, 
which is manufactured into fine flannels and sent 
weekly by waggon loads to Welsh Pool.*' 

But before 1600 we read of Llanidloes men having 
market transactions with the men of Hereford at 
Pool. About a century ago the farmers usually 
converted their wool into yarn to be sold to the 
flannel manufacturers, who on Sunday afternoon 

* See the author's " Wanderings in Cardiganshire " 
pp. 218 and 239. 
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brouf^ht their wares from the fulling or walk mills 
and piled them up under or near the Old Hall 
ready for Jervis' cumbrous waggon, which carried 
them fortnightly to Welshpool. Mr. Cole of 
Glanclywedog at one time started a waggon drawn 
by six powerful horses, but this enterprise soon 
gave way to the old firm. After the Jervis family, 
Thomas Morgan and his son Richard kept the 
wagen fawr until 1859, the date of the opening 
of the Railway. 

The store room on the basement of the Hall 
was rented in the past by the uncle of Mr. David 
Jones, J. P., who stored there woollen cloth he 
bought from the farmers to sell again, and in these 
latter years the room has been used for a similar pur- 
pose by the Owens of Caencoed and Glynbrochan. 

We could doubtless write an entertaining 
story of the functions which have had their scene 
within and about this interesting edifice. As the 
Michaelmas Leet was in early times held here, so 
the Mayor was chosen here, and had to fill the 
crier's bell full of liquor for him, and treat the jury 
and as many others whose favour he desired. 
From the Old Court House he proceeded, heralded 
by the Sergeants-at-Mace carrying their emblems, 
and the windows were lighted with candles gaily 
displayed, whilst the streets flared with fires of 
straw, old barrels, pitch and other handy com- 
bustibles. We can easily picture the lawlessness 
of the hour, when the town was considered to 
have no established legal head. The ** Mayor's 
Leet " or ** Llys y Maer " is still regarded as a 
carnival night, and completely eclipses the fifth, 
which is in most parts devoted to gunpowder : it 
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was formerly an evening of rowdy pleasure, giving 
an indication to the new Mayor of the difficulties 
he had to overcome to rule a town wisely. 

But not only at Mayoral elections was the Old 
Market Hall the centre of attraction. The old 
polling hooths in days of noisy hustings were 
erected at the " Pump end " of the hall, and many 
a scramble has the old building witnessed on these 
occasions. 

On other festive occasions, too, the building 
has been famed. In 1862, the Royal marriage 
year, the ox which was roasted whole and cut up 
into pieces for distribution among the poor and 
aged, met this fate within the Hall itself. 

Around the Old Market Hall cluster the early 
associations of Nonconformist history : almost 
every denomination in the town has passed through 
a stage when, its numbers becoming too many for 
meetings in private houses, it had to charter the 
Hall for its gatherings, or at any rate the stone at 
its north-west corner. As early as 1701 we find 
in the " Friends " minute book that in the first 
month " the meeting desires Amos Davies to write 
to Robert Evans," in whose barn they used to 
mieet in Llanidloes, ** to know of him whether 
Friends may have the Town Hall to meet in, with 
the magistrates leave, because it is not recorded." 

In 1748 Wesley tells us that he preached in 
the market place on Monday, the 22nd of February, 
about noon, to such a congregation as one could 
expect at an hour's notice. In the following year 
on April 10th, again a Monday, he reached 
Llanidloes just after 10 o'clock, and preached about 
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11 in the Market place, where "many were come 
thither before us from all parts." In 1764, on 
Wednesday, July 25th, Wesley preached about 2 
o'clock in the Market House, and on the 9th of 
August, 1766, having preached at 6 in the evening 
at "Teddyn** he preached next morning at Llan- 
idloes, and in the evening at the Abbey (13 miles 
away) a day's taith to be recommended to the 
enthusiasts of our day. 

It was in and about 1764 that the saintly 
Thomas Olivers, a native of Tregynon, preached 
in Llanidloes, and it is natural to assume that he 
would occupy the usual place of meeting of the 
Wesleyans. We can imagine the old rafters ring- 
ing to the strains of 

*' The God of Abraham praise 
Who lives enthroned above 
Ancient of everlasting days 
And God of Love," 

while the author himself held forth to the faithful 
of old Idioes' town. After this, when Rickets' 
house became too small for the meetings, the 
Wesleyans met in the Old Hall until the year 1802. 

The Baptists, who had long held possession of 
the nearer portion of Llandinam parish, turned 
their attention to the town in 1808, and commenced 
their services here by the preaching in the Old 
Market Hall of the Rev. Thomas Thomas, of Nant- 
gwyn. The inaugural meeting to settle here the first 
Independent minister, the Rev. Samuel Williams, 
was held, on account of the limitations of the 
houses in which they first met, in the Old Market 
Hall two years before they had a chapel. On the 
occasion the Rev. David Morgan, of Machynlleth, 
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the Rev. James Davies, of Llanfair, and the Rev. 
John Roberts, of Llanbrynmair, assisted at the 
ordination. 

In the Old Hall, too, the Bible Society had 
its first meeting. 

At the beginning of the century Thomas 
Morgan was lessee of the Old Market Hall for 
Lord Mostyn : he paid for the Hall and the Lord's 
tolls annually £22 14s. 6d. On the sale of the 
Berthlwyd estate it became the property of Edward 
Jenkins, from whom it passed to John Jenkins, 
Town Clerk, and is at present owned by Lt.-Col. 
Davies- Jenkins, J. P., of Penygreen. 

Some years ago it was brought back from its 
use as a store and place of business to a public use 
as the Working Men's Institute and Library, under 
a lease of seven, fourteen, or twenty-one years, at 
twenty guineas per annum, the Institute to receive 
the tolls, which were from £14 to £16 per annum. 

The preservation of this venerable fabric is 
solely due to its having been in private hands : the 
practical men of the town find it an obstruction. 
Many, however, sufficiently value such landmarks 
of history to desire the hall removed away to an 
open spot beyond reach of any vandal's ire. It had 
fallen into disfavour as a meeting place nearly a 
century ago. "All persons present agreed in 
stating" at the inquiry of 1833 "that it was im- 
possible to sit in the Town Hall, particularly 
during a most inclement season ; it was necessary 
therefore to submit, however reluctantly, to take 
the inquiry in a room at the principal inn." So 
early as 1853, T. E. Marsh offered £53 15s. 8d, 
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towards its purchase for removal, and for the 
erection of "an ornamental pump*' in its stead, 
and the grateful corporation tendered its thanks 
for his "liberal offer." In 1867 the local paper 
suggested that as it had " been photographed 
would it not be an improvement to get rid of it ? " 
In 1871 the Mayor and William Thomas were 
requested by the Corporation to commence a 
subscription list for its purchase and demolition. 




In 1877 negotiations were again commenced 
for the purchase for demolition of the Old Market 
Hall, and again in 1897, when the Institute desired 
to use it for a Reading Room and Library, the 
Corporation again negotiated with the owner for 
its purchase. 
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Yet there it stands, and still the heroes of 
debate and those of hungry rumour congregate 
beneath its shade as did their forbears of the days 
of political reformation. 

The PUBLIC ROOMS was built by a com- 
pany in 1838 on the site of the Trewythen gardens. 
It cost £2,200 and was intended for a County 
Court and Wool Market. The idea of the building 
originated in a meeting of flannel manufacturers 
and drapers, at which it was resolved to establish 
a flannel market every alternate Wednesday. The 
shares for this *' elegant and commodious building" 
— as the papers called it — were eagerly bought up. 

It was used about forty years ago for the sale 
of meat and provisions, and in 1868 "Abram the 
gate-keeper *' was succeeded by Lewis Jerman, 
whose widow faithfully performed the duties of 
lessee for so long a period as to have become quite 
a historian of the Corporation. We are fortunate 
in having her portrait. 

In 1875 the North and South Wales Bank 
took a portion of the basement, in 1883 Shop- 
yr-Oen was formed, and in 1891 the Town Clerk, 
who was secretary to the company, ** prosecuted a 
legal investigation into the title of shareholders 
preparatory to the declaration of a dividend" — the 
first. 

The Working Men's INSTITUTE and 
LIBRARY may almost be considered a public 
institution of the past, and as the forerunner of 
our Public Library, needs a passing word. It was 
founded in 1871 by Alderman Webb, who was its 
secretary for nearly twenty years. The first prem- 
ises were in Short Bridge Street, and there a 
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library accumulated by gifts and purchases which 
is able to-day to form a nucleus of 1,300 volumes 
— many being standard works of English classics 
and local history — for the new public building. 
The concert of the season in times past was that 
of the Institute, held on New Year's Day : David 
Hughes, Megan Jones, Bos Morlais, Friend Haigh, 
and other artistes of the first rank were engaged 
for these. The lectures under the auspices of the 
Institute were also of great standing. J. M. 
Palmer's faithful service as secretary was acknow- 
ledged in 1894 by the presentation of a handsome 
black marble clock and pair of vases. In 1897 
the removal to the Old Market Hall occurred, and 
the popularity of the room considerably increased. 
In 1902 the Corporation received a deputation 
from the Institute, Co-operative Stores, and Town 
Debating Society, to advocate the appeal to Mr 
Carnegie for assistance in the establishment of a 
better library, but owing to the meagre revenue 
from the Public Library provision of a penny rate, 
Mr. Carnegie would not assist. The Corporation 
has now taken over the property of the Institute : 
its books, portraits, and curios are removed to 
the Town Hall and its furniture sold. The officers 
of the now defunct institution have been : — 

PRESIDENTS : 

1883 — John Jenkins. 
1884^John Smout. 
1885-1890) T u r. -^ T^ • 
1891-1894/ "^^^^ ^^""^^ Davics. 
1886-8— Dr. Donaldson. 

1889— Dr. Jonas Howe. 
1892-3— Dr. Thomas Morris. 
1895-7 — Dr. John Vaughan Owen. 
1898— William Ashton. 
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1899-1900— James H. Williams. 
1901-1902— Henry Dulston. 
1903-1908— Richard George. 

8BCRBTARIB8 : 

1871-1889-John Henry Webb. 
1883-1885— Hugh Jones. 
1886-1895— James Mills Palmer. 
1893-1895— R. Broadie Griffiths. 
1896-1899— Fred W. Davies. 
1897-1900— Henry Dundas Webb. 

1901— James H. Williams. 
1902-190a-E. R. Horsfall-Turner. 

The New TOWN HALL is the outcome of 
the suggestions and ideas of several bodies. We 
have referred to the desire for a Public Library ; 
the desire for a Volunteers* Club was another 
factor in its growth. The religious revival led the 
Free Church Council to desire a Temperance 
Hotel, with stabling, which would be combined 
with recreation and reading rooms, and negotia- 
tions for the purchase of the " Trewythen Arms " 
Hotel were then entered into. A deputation from 
the Free Church Council was sent to Plasdinam 
in the summer of 1905 for support of this object, 
and the result of this interview was the proposal 
of Mr. Davies to erect a suitable building, contain- 
ing refreshment room, reading room and library, 
council room, billiard room, with caretakers' house 
and stabling, if the Corporation would provide a 
site and an endowment of ten pounds for books 
and carry on the management. A joint committee 
of the Corporation and Free Church Council was 
formed, and the scheme was further elaborated by 
the addition of the Market Hall. The site in 
Great Oak Street was secured at a cost of £1,300, 
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and the single-storied shops have given way to the 
erection of this monument of the Plasdinam 
munificence. 

The opening of the New TOWN HALL, the 
gift of Mr. David Davies, the County Member, his 
mother, and sisters, on Easter Monday, 1908, 
marked an epoch in the history of the town, and 
interest was added to the happy event by the 
conferring of the freedom of the Ancient Borough 
upon Mr. Davies. 

The Buildings are in Great Oak Street, and 
are designed by Shayler and Ridge in the style of 
the period of the Early Classic Renaissance in 
England, as are so many picturesque and substan- 
tial Guild Halls handed down to us from the 
Elizabethan and Jacobean times. The purpose of 
the Building is apparent at a glance. One of the 
main features are the arcades or archways along 
the front and side elevations, supported by massive 
stone columns ; these archways can be closed by 
collapsible iron gates. The walls are of Cefn 
stone, the roof being covered with Broseley tiles, 
and surmounting the roof is a clock tower, the 
height and prominence of which enables it to be 
seen from any part of the town. 

The Building contains a Market Hall, Superin- 
tendent's and Farmers* Association Office, Farmers' 
Settling Rooms, Refreshment Rooms, Kitchens, 
Public Library, Reading Room, Council Chamber, 
Committee and Clerk's Room, Billiard Room for 
two tables. Temperance Hotel, Caretaker's House, 
Stables for about forty horses, a Market Cloak 
Room, large Covered Yard, a Motor Garage, and 
Public Lavatories. 
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The walls are finished with polished oak 
panelling ; the floors are fire proof, and laid with 
polished maple blocks. The Buildings are heated 
by a system of hot water, and the rooms are 
ventilated with air inlet panels and roof extract 
ventilators. 

The purposes of the Municipal Buildings is 
best expressed in the speech of the donor when 
the Freedom of the Borough was conferred upon 
him. He thought no town like Llanidloes was 
complete without having its Town Hall and a 
market place, and whatever useful purposes a 
building of that kind served it was also an emblem 
and token of the life of a borough. He hoped 
that the institution they had opened that day was 
a sign of that local patriotism they rejoiced to see 
in the grand old borough. The life of the town 
would centre in that building. It would serve as 
a home for the Corporation, where they would 
be able to discuss the affairs of the town and 
its necessities. One consideration which had 
prompted his family to erect that building was 
that it would serve as a means of recreation and 
social intercourse for the young people of Llan- 
idloes. It was with this object that a library had 
been constructed, and also a billiard room. 
Another object which he hoped this institution 
was to provide accommodation for the farmers of 
the surrounding district on market days, and he 
hoped that building would be a centre for the 
transaction of that business. They had provided 
an office where persons might settle their accounts 
without going to the public house. There were 
also stables where farmers could leave their horses. 
Before long they would see some step taken with 
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regard to co-operation between farmers, some sort 
of society interest formed. He trusted that they 
would have an agent for a flourishing Co-operative 
Society of farmers for the district of Llanidloes. 
The best tribute they could confer upon him would 
be by showing other parts of the country of what 
such an Institution was capable. 
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CHAPTER X. 
BURGESSES. 



*' At tast the people in a body 
To the Town Hall came flocking.'* 

npHE government of the town was in early days 
chiefly the work of the Court Leet held by 
officers of the lord, and burgess-ship was confined 
to a small portion of the inhabitants. The indus- 
trial element, which possibly claims from earliest 
times a connection with Frankwell, gathered 
strength from the middle of the sixteenth century, 
but had apparently but little voice in the govern- 
ment of the town until 1836. It is interesting, 
therefore, to note what an important place the 
manufacturers of the town have occupied in its 
government since that date. The methods of 
admitting to the Burgess-roll in the early days 
were very various. In some towns the roll was 
limited to those who were freeholders in the 
town, in others to those apprenticed in the town, 
in others to those born the sons of freemen of the 
town, and in some boroughs other means of admis- 
sion were possible. We have spoken of the 
burgesses* before and have shown that there were 
in 1309 sixty-six burgesses. In the Record Office 
there exists a lay subsidy of the year 1292 which 
has been copied by Dr. Lewis and which is prob- 
ably the earliest extant record of Llanidloes towns- 
men. It is interesting, too, as giving the names 

« See pp. 28, 4S. 
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and station in life of the " cochepoll *' (head bailiff 
or sergeant) and ** praepositus " (town- reeve or 
mayor) of that date : 

Villa de Thlannydelays. 
Dc WILLELMO ' 
praeposito .. 

,, Griffin Goch .. 

„ David Theu .. 

,, lereforth Gelyn 

,, Willelmo Paket 



,, Ranulpho 

Gaclyn 
„Willelmo le 

cochepol 
,, David ap AdafT 



xijd. 

iijs. vd. 

vjs. iijd. 

ijs. 

xxijd. 



filio 



xijd. 
ijd. 
ijs. 



De Griffith Pen- 

ereth ijs. ijd. 

,, MadocapAthaf iijs. iijd, 
,, Agneta fili 

Eynon 
,, Stephano 
Walteri 
ijs. ,,Johanne filio 
Walteri 
xijd. 
vjs. 9c. 

Summa xxxijs. xjd. 9c. 

The comparative poverty of the town then, niay 
be gathered from the fact that the same list gives 
from " Burgenses villae de Pole '* (the burgesses 
of Welshpool) £20 15s. 

We have another assessment for two subsidies 
in 1545. In these lists, while Llanidloes is credited 
with 59 paymentSj Machynlleth paid 51 and New- 
town 55. We use Arabic instead of Roman 
figures. 

Villa de Llanydloys. 



John Lloyd Dd ap Morris 4d. 


John 


ap Jenkyn 


.. 3d. 


Jenkyn ap leuan ap 


Phef 3/4 


John 


Lien ap David .. 


. lOd. 


Lewes ap Hoell ap leuan 


Griffith Glover ... 


.. 3/4 


Goch 


.. 4d. 


Richard ap Mathew . 


.. 3/4 


Dd Lien Gethen 


... 4d. 


Cadr 


ap Gluyn 


.. 2d. 


Lewes ap Rx ... 


... 4d. 


Moris Lloyd 


.. 4d. 


leu'n Bedo goch 


... 4d. 


leu'n 


Goch ap Rx 


.. 4d. 


leu'n ap H6I1 goch 


... 2d. 


Lle'n 


ap Owen ap Rx . 


.. 4d. 



This William of 1292 is the first *' praepositus ' 
Mayor of Llanidloes we know of. 
t Sec Mayors List, p. 57. 

17 
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Holl ap Owen ap Rx ... 
Moris benlloyd ... 

Moris ap Glu' 

John ap Dd. 

leuan ap Cadr 

Holl ap Holl 

Rees ap Owen 

Robert Peirs 
Cadr ap Richerd 
Gwenllyan vch Jenkynj 
leuan ap D<1 her son j 
Gwenllyan vch leuan 

Lloyd 

David ap leuan ap John 
Gwenllyan ych Dd. 

Lien goch 

Elen vch Rd ap Willam 
John ap H611 ap leu'an 

M'dd 

Gole vch lien Lloyd ... 

Maw.de ( V- ^wes ... 

Margaret v^^ Jenkyn ... 

leuan ap Richard ap 

Mathew 

It is interesting to observe the status of the 
early inhabitants of the town in the days of Charles 
the Second. There was a ** Hearth Tax " levied 
in 1674, and through the kindness of Dr. Lewis 
we learn from the Records that there were at 
that time fifteen houses in Heoll Bont Ver with 
twenty chimneys; in Heoll Bont Hire — the Welsh 
names are significant of the character of the 
town — forty-one houses with forty-five chimneys : 
China Street, Great Oak Street, High Street, etc., 
were probably the "fields to the south of the 
town." It is evident, too, that the more sumptuous 
houses were in Short Bridge Street, where over 
thirty per cent, as compared with Long Bridge 
Street under ten percent, had more than one hearth. 



4d. 


Dd ap John ap leuan ... 


2d. 


3d. 


Lewis ap John ap 




Id. 


Mathew 


4d. 


2d. 


Dd. apGittenCoz. ... 


3d. 


Id. 


leu'n ap Dd 


3d. 


3d. 


leu'n ap Bedo ap Jenkyn 


Id. 


2d. 


Robert Key 


2d. 


2d. 


David ap leu'n Gethin... 


2d. 


4d. 


Rice ap Gethen here ... 


2d. 


4d. 


Nicholas ap Robt Key... 


Id. 


Sabell ych Jenkyn 






gethen 


4d. 


4d. 


Dd. Ove.. 


Id. 


3/4 


Gruff Dd. Vechan 


Id. 


2d. 


leuan ap Owen 


4d. 


Id. 


Augnes ych Jenkyn 


2d. 


Id. 


Rees ap Morys ap Dd ... 


Id. 




Morgan ap R ap Moris.. 


Id. 


Id. 


Robert Veddycke 


Id. 


Id. 


John ap Lewes ap 




Id. 


Hoell 


2d. 


HdU Lien ap Griff. 


Id. 


4d. 


Dyddgu ych Jenkyn 


4d. 




Elen ych Richerd 


2d. 


3d. 


Mawld ych Richard ... 


Id. 
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Edward Hamer estimates from very imperfect 
data the population of the borough in 1309 as 
500 to 600, but this would certainly seem to be far 
too high in view of the "Hearth Tax" returns. 
We have good reasons for believing that the 
population of the borough in 1821 was not more 
than 1,200, (Cardiff had only 1,870 people then) 
and in 1821 Llanidloes rose to about 1,800. For 
the decades following we have the statistics: 

1831 ... 2,562 1861 ... 3,127 1891 { ^^^^^^^^ 2J74 
1841 ...2,700 1871 ...3,428 1901 { ^XSJ; ^-^ 
1851 ... 3,045 1881 ... 3,423 

It is clearly observed what difference is due 
to the extension of the borough, and although but 
13 houses were added to the 111 qualified for the 
franchise, it is evident that there were several 
small houses just outside the old borough bounds. 
The number of houses in the borough was in 1851, 
653; in 1861, 734; and in 1871, 743. 

Although these figures appear small, we must 
remember that the days of large towns were not 
yet. " It seems doubtful whether there was, in 
1689, any borough (in Wales) of 3,000 population." 
Even in 1831, which was after the time of great 
expansion, there were only eight boroughs in the 
Principality with^a population over five thousand : 
Cardiff had at that date only risen to 6,187. 

The inhabitants were not all burgesses. For 
many centuries they were probably not one-tenth 
of the population. Neither were all burgesses 
inhabitants, many persons had the freedom of the 
borough otherwise than by residence. On their 
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admission as burgesses they had to take oath to 
serve the King and the inhabitants of the town, to 
minister equal justice to poor and rich, and to keep 
all orders for the good government of the town. 
They were to attend the Court Leet, and had the 
privileges of voting for a member of parliament, of 
trading within the borough, and of pasturage on 
the Commons. 

Before 1836 the burgess lists were added to 
by the sons of burgesses on election at the Court 
Leet. The Town Clerk, Edward Lewis, recorded : 

"We have no freedom by apprenticeship. All the 
sons of a burgess born after his admission may claim 
their freedom by birth, the rest come in by election at 
the Court Leet. One is proposed by the lord, another 
by the Mayor, and another by the burgesses. Three 
burgesses are generally made at every leet, and some- 
times more are elected by the consent of all parties, 
of the lord, of the Mayor, and of the burgesses ; I 
mean by burgesses the jury then present. The 
number of resident freemen may be about thirty, there 
are perhaps forty in all, about ten being non-resident. 
The burgesses are exempt from all tolls here, but not 
in other places .... A burgess on his election 
brings in two bottles of wine, but this is optional ; no 
fees are paid to the Town Clerk or to any other 
person ; the wine is drunk by the Leet jury .... 
The duties of the freemen are to attend the Court 
whenever they shall be required by the lord, and then 
and there to elect such persons to be officers and bur- 
gesses as are acceptable to him. These duties are 
fully understood, and are performed faithfully and 
loyally. The ruling body is elected by the free bur- 
gesses from themselves, at the will of the lord, 
according to the custom of the borough." 

To show the select nature of this company of 
burgesses we have only to say that although there 
were, in 1832, 73 persons registered as £10 
occupiers, only sixteen of those were burgesses. 
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But by the Municipal Corporations Act the 
change was so complete that some of our older 
inhabitants cannot understand that there was a 
Mayor before 1836. The bureaucratic rule of the 
town met with its death then, and the whole body 
of adult male ratepayers were placed in command 
of the government of the town, to organise public 
service, initiate public works, manage the markets 
control by means of bye-laws, and levy rates. On 
the 16th of May, in that year, it was resolved that 
a rate be made upon the inhabitants of this borough 
for the purpose of carrying into effect the pro- 
visions of the Municipal Reform Act for the present 
year, and that the amount of such rate be made 
as near as possible to £50. A't the same meeting 
it was passed that the Town Clerk's salary be ten 
pounds — room, fire, light included — for the current 
year. 

The payment of rates for public works is quite 
a modern privilege. In the old days men were 
called upon to carry out certain onerous duties, 
and had to do such duties free as a necessary 
obligation to the community at large. The largest 
ratepayers and the amounts paid in the total income 
of £54 15s. lid. are set forth in the earliest minute 
book in 1836 as follows: — 

Long Bridge Street : 

Hdward Jerman, Eagles Inn .... 

Richard Jones, House and Shop 

Thomas Jones, Old Crown Inn 

Hugh Jones, House, Stables, Brewhouse. 

and Tan House Yard 

Miss M. A. Parry, Queen's Head 

Thomas Evans, Surgeon 

Mrs. C. Evans, Lion 

John Morgan, Bear 



s. 


d. 


5 


JO 


5 


2 


8 





10 


2 


8 





7 





5 


8 


5 


2 
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David Evans, Surgeon 

T. E. Marsh 

David Gwillim, Auctioneer 

Edmund Cleaton 

Richard Evans, Castle 

Hy. Gwalchmai 

Frankwell : 

Edward Lewis 

David Davies & Son, House and Factory... 
,, ,, Land ... 

William Hunt, Glanclywedog 

Meredith Hamer, Fulling Mill 

Great Oak Street : 

John Edwards 

Richard Jervis, House, Shop and Stables 
Davies Evans, Trewythen Arms 
Bowen Woosnam, House, Stables, Land 
and Garden 

Thomas Morgan, Town Hall 

Thomas Price, Green... 

Edward and Catherine Evans, Penrhiw ... 

Owen Lloyd, Penybank 

Thomas Jones, Crown Lands 

Our burgesses to-day would delight to have 
the Council order and resolve unanimously after 
discussion, as in 1840, that a rate of sixpence in 
the pound be assessed on the inhabitants of the 
borough for necessary expenditure for the year. 
In 1872 the rates began to increase greatly, when 
the first School Board rate of sixpence in the 
pound was levied. The next year a shilling was 
levied for School Board and other purposes. In 
1876 a loan of £3,000 was negotiated, and the next 
year the Public Works Loan Commissioners were 
informed that the Corporation contemplated borrow- 
ing £10,000 for draining, etc. In 1879 the £10,000 
was obtained. In 1882 an agitation in favour of 
the Small Tenements Act was started, and after 
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much fighting was eventually passed, and resulted 
in the obtaining of a much higher income from 
levied rates than 60 per cent., and a practical 
abolition of " selling up for arrears.'* 

The reading of the Balance Sheet for the 
years 1884-5-6-7 at a Council meeting marks an 
interesting episode in the town's financial history. 

In 1899 £12,270 was borrowed from the 
Public Works Loan Board for cost of Water 
Scheme and the repayment of the balance £4,944 
of the older loan. In 1905 a further £2,933 for 
extension of the water system was obtained. The 
outstanding debt is at present about £1 1,500. 

In addition to these the Public Cemetery had 
a loan of £3,000 which is now about paid ofF. 

The reformed Council in 1836 prepared a burgess 
roll book, and when the burgess lists had been 
revised by the Mayor and Assessors, they were 
ordered to be entered in the Roll Book until 1848, 
in which year the lists began to be printed. But 
even in those days 74 votes would put a man on 
the Council, and it was said to be a trick of 
ruling families to keep the rates uncollected until 
after elections. The number of burgesses has con- 
tinued to grow since that time : in 1866 there were 
271, of whom about 200 voted in municipal election 
contests ; to-day the number is about six hundred. 

In 1870 the Council meetings were thrown 
open to " reporters to respectable papers " on 
application, and in 1874 burgesses so desiring 
were admitted to all meetings of the Council, and 
a year later the time of meeting was changed from 
U a,m. to 7 p.m. 
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It will be impossible to do more than refer to 
some of the public functions and celebrations of 
the borough and to the activity displayed in 
political and social questions outside the scope of 
mere local requirements and interests : there is 
sufficient of interest under this heading to make a 
second volume. To take the last century alone : 

About 1800 the introduction of machinery doubled the 

Poor Rates. 
1802.— Welsh Wesleyan Chapel erected. 
1803. — Evans' account of his visit to the town. 
1804.— Second CM. Chapel built. 
1806. — Cambrian Directory refers to the town. 
1807. — Malkin's account. 

Llanidloes made a Wesleyan Circuit. 
1821.— The ♦' Cambrian Tourist " refers to Llanidloes. 

Third CM. Chapel (Bethel Hall) built. 
1822.— First Baptist Chapel built. 
1824.— Independent Chapel built. 

1827. — Wesleyan Book Room came for over 30 years. 
1834. — The Poor Law Amendment Act revolutionised 

Parish Relief. 
1839. — The turmoils of Chartism occurred. 
1840. — The Council supported the Monster Petition. 

Resolutions of congratulation on Royal Marriage. 

Nicholson's Cambrian Traveller's Guide published. 
1851. — Regulation of Common Lodging Houses Act. 
1852.— Parliamentary Election of G. H. Whalley. 
1853. — Llanidloes and Newtown Railway Bill promoted. 

Education Bill not supported. 
1855. — Procession. First sod of Railway cut. Council 
wore ** official costume provided for the pur- 
pose." 3rd October. 

Prince Louis Lucien Bonaparte visited the town — 
interested in Welsh publications. 
1856. — Police Bill condemned by the Council. 

Abolition of oath of abjuration supported. 

Deceased Wife's Sister Bill supported as frequently 
afterwards. 

Tennyson visited Llanidloes : period of his 
*Mdylls." 
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1859. — Council caused a portrait of G. Hammond Whallcy, 
M.P., to be made by Latham & Sons, Bristol 
** in memorial of the services rendered in origi- 
nating Railways " etc. 
1862. — Royal marriage celebrations. Procession. Ox 
roasted whole for the poor. 500 lbs. bride cake 
made in Great Oak Street. Ball in Public Rooms. 
Oswestry, Ellesmere, and Whitchurch Railway 

Bill supported. 
English Wesleyan Chapel opened. 
1865. — Resolution of "extreme abhorrence" of assassina- 
tion of President Lincoln. 
Vote of condolence with Mrs. Cobden. 
1868. — ^Volume of letters from U.S.A. Congress received. 
Council's dinner on wedding of Hon. C. Hanbury 
Tracy, M.P. 
1870. — Motion in Council to apply for School Board : six 
for, six against ; Mayor did not vote. 
Dr. Ellicot, Bishop of Gloucester, wrote an account 
of his visit. 
1871 . — Act against Wandering Dogs adopted : " to be rigidly 
enforced." 
Working Men's Institute founded. 
1872. — Montgomeryshire Agricultural Show held here. 
School Board applied for. 
China Street CM. Chapel built. 
English Cm. Chapel built. 
1873. — Public Health Act. Joint action with Union. 
1876.— Present Baptist Chapel built. 

1877. — Vestry advised by Council to consider the "long- 
felt want of a public cemetery." 
1881. — Sunday Closing supported. 

Sympathy with American people on Garfield's 
assassination. 
1882. — Metropolis Reform Bill supported. 

Municipal Corporations' Act enforced. 
Floods Prevention Bill condemned. 
1884.— Sale of Foods and Drugs Act : Medical Officer of 

Health appointed Analyst. 
1885. — Parliamentary Election. 

Supported Agricultural Rates Act. About £23 
received annually. 
1886.— Chain of office mooted by Alderman E. Williams 
and Alderman E. Davies. 
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1887. — Mayor first attended his place of worship in state. 

Corporation presented Gladstone with an address 

at the Railway Station. Over 6,000 present. 

Intermediate Education discussed by School Board. 

Celebration of Queen's Jubilee. 

1890. — Application made by the Corporation for a County 

School for Secondary Education. 
1892. — Parliamentary Election Petition heard at Mont- 
gomery. 
1883. — "Centralisation of Trade" by Cash on delivery b)' 

Post Office condemned. 
1897. — Celebration of Diamond Jubilee. Fireworks display. 
Deputation sent to invite University Court of Wales 
to establish its offices in Llanidloes. 
1898. — London County Council Water Scheme discussed. 

East and West [Wales] Railway discussed. 
1899. — Approbation of first Peace Conference. 
1901. — Death of Queen Victoria. Corporation met at the 
Public Rooms and went to the Parish Church. 
Evening service in China Street. 
Proclamation of Edward VII. by Town Clerk from 

window of Public Rooms. 
Private Street Works Act adopted. 
Education Act abolishing School Boards. 
Nonconformist petition for representation on Bench 

of Magistrates supported. 
National Museum and Library for Wales sup- 
ported. 
Celebration of Coronation considered. 
f903. — Corporation visit to Elan Valley. 

'* Coronation " seats presented to the Council. 
1905. — Carnarvon and Aberystwyth supported respectively 
for National Museum and Librar). 

It would be interesting, if space permitted, to 
refer in detail to the Parliamenrary representation 
of the Borough, and its disfranchisement between 
1685 and 1832, because, says Lewis,* the people 
refused to contribute 13s. 4d. to defray the 
" expenses of the member." 

* In "Topographical Dictionary." 
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Since 1832 the Members of Parliament for 
the Boroughs have been : — 

1833. — David Pugh, whose election was declared void. 

1833.— John Edwards, re-elected in 1835 and 1837. 

1841. — Hugh Cholmondeley, majority over Sir John 

Edwards, 26. 
1847.— David Pugh, re-elected 1852, 1857 and 1859, died 

1861. 
1861.— Captain John Samuel Willes Johnson, died 1863. 
1863. — Charles Richard Douglas Hanbury-Tracy, re-elected 

in 1865, 1868, and 1874, became Lord Sudeley 

1877. 
1877. — Hon. Frederick Stephen Archibald Hanbury-Tracy, 

re-elected 1880. 
1885. — Sir Pryce Pryce- Jones. 
1886.— Hon. F. S. A. Hanbury-Tracy. 
1892.— Sir Pryce Pryce-Jones. 
1895. — Major Edward Pryce-Jones. 
1901. — Colonel Edward Pryce-Jones. 
1906.— John David Rees, CLE. 

No function or celebration can, however, 
claim equal interest with that which took place on 
Easter Monday of the present year, when the new 
home of the Corporation was formally handed 
over to the town. A procession was formed at 
the Drill Hall, where an arch with mottoes : — 
"Welcome to the Plasdinam Family." 
'* Goreu bonedd rhinwedd." 

marked the meeting place of the Council with its 
benefactors. The Deputy Chief Constable Wil- 
liams and his posse of police with the Borough 
Silver Band in new uniform and the Royal Mont- 
gomery and Merioneth Regiment in scarlet coats 
and glittering helmets led the procession. The 
Clergy and Ministers of the district followed ; then 
the Oddfellows and Foresters in regalia, the 
Magistrates, then the Mayor in ofBcial robes and 
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the Corporation immediately preceding the Archi- 
tects and Donor, whom the general public followed. 
An arch at the old boundary of the borough bore 
the legend : — 

"Welcome to Idloes' Town 600-1908." 
"Goreu cynneddf cadw nioes." 

Under a forest of bunting the procession passed 
up Long Bridge Street and under the arch at the 
Old Market Hall which bore the mottoes : — 

"Car doeth yn encilion." 

" Nid da lie gellir gwell." 

The entrance to the Town Hall was arched by the 
appropriate words : — 

'* Hysbys y dengys y dyn o ba radd y bo'i wreiddyn." 
"Goreu rhodd, rhodd calon." 

and here the procession was met by the ladies of 
the party. Misses Eva and Gwennie George, the 
Mayor's daughters, presented Mrs. Edward Davies 
and her daughter with bouquets and the architect 
then handed to Mrs. Davies the silver key with 
which the opening ceremony was performed. 
The guests proceeded to the Council Chamber 
where the deeds were formally handed over to the 
Mayor by Mr. Davies, and a resolution of thanks 
proposed by the Mayor and seconded by Alderman 
Edward Davies was passed. After inspecting the 
rooms the guests re-formed in procession and 
went to Bethel Hall, where to a crowded assembly 
the Town Clerk read the Resolution of the Council 
conferring the Freedom of the Borough on Mr. 
Davies; the Mayor addressed Mr. Davies thereon 
and the Town Clerk administered the oath to the 
Freeman. 
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" I, David Davies, do swear that I will be good 
and true to our Sovereign Lord King Edward the VII., 
that I will be obedient to the Mayor of this Borough, 
that I will maintain the Franchises and Customs 
thereof, and will keep this Borough harmless, in 
that which in me is, that I will also keep the 
King's Peace in my own person, that I will know 
no gatherings nor conspiracies made against the 
King's Peace, but I will warn the Mayor thereof, 
or hinder it to my power, and that all these points 
and articles I will well and truly keep according to 
the laws and customs of this Borough to my power." 

Mr. Davies then signed the Honorary Freeman's 
Roll of the Borough. 

The Mayor then presented the silver-gilt 
casket containing the scroll upon which the Free- 
dom was declared. The design of the casket 
shows an elegantly-shaped box resting upon four 
bold scroll feet, and has depending from the centre 
a foliated scroll ornament. Rising from the lower 
moulding of the box, which is of acanthus decora- 
tion, is a canopy which stands boldly out from the 
box, with an outward curve and gives importance 
to the seal of Llanidloes, which appears in the 
centre in enamel. Cross leeks are shown behind 
this and a mural crown surmounts it. The 
terminals of the canopy consist of leeks and Tudor 
roses. On the box itself, are four finely enamelled 
views, representing the Houses of Parliament by 
night, the Town Hall, Pl^s Dinam, and Great Oak 
Street. The inscription appears on the reverse, 
and on either side of this is an enamelled view. 
The lid is designed on harmonious lines, and has 
on summit a scroll-supported pedestal on which 
stands a figure, representing Just Administration, 
with Sceptre of Power and the Scales of Justice. 
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On the corner of the lid is a rich scroll ornament, 
in the centre of which is an oval cabochon, 
enamelled with the Davies arms and crest. The 




casket rests on an oak and velvet covered base 
and is in silver richly gilt. It was supplied by 
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Bragg of Birmingham. The Scroll we have 
photographed for insertion in the larger edition 
of this work. 

After the meeting a luncheon, provided at 
the Public Rooms, was partaken of by about 
250 persons and the children of the town and 
the aged poor were entertained to tea at four 
centres in the town. 

Such celebrations inaugurated what we shall 
perhaps have to look backward upon as the com- 
mencement of a new era of the ancient borough, 
an era in which the Municipal Revolution in the 
country of nearly a century ago finds its possibility 
of full fruition, for 

NONDUM EST FINIS. 
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